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« lantry, chat-che Rich Gem within-is 
y: *}no way undeſerying the Fair and No- 


ble Casket chat contains it, + 
'Tis very probable therefore, that 
all theſe Rhekrance have - ſer Her | 
to, that height of Unjverſal Admi- 
ration , that Dera in and Env 
(the common Repiners at =itS 


ion and Excellence) haye not been 


4 little induſtrious to ſhad, e and tarmiſh 
ſo dazling a Brightneſs : But all their 


weak Aſſaults againſt Her Unſhaken 


Honour, hatWyacher augmented Her 
Worth.” and! Reputation, and fixt 


Her Name Immoxtal as Her Inno- 


cence, whilſt both France and Spain 


late - Judges in| Her, Cauſe ; and 
' it--if the Nobleſt: Bal- 
lance,” bave Eaſhrin'd Her Ri; ghced 
Vextue' with a "Sacred men, in 
{ome of 'the-moſt imparrigl and. In- 
delible Records of owl NE 29 
This Fair Stranger, Sir, who. at 


_ preſent has: piyen. 1 me the Honour 


of 


Boa mart hoe due 4, , ho. 
| «+ ith. a 1% IIS ©0EY $*7% Sits. ate | 
; % Ld « _ n » rk © b, kad & 4 pl ”— '* A <* a - - PE S i w- FR = -_ 
2 . [0 eT. pt ” - - p 
c _ -» : * , C o ke & x © Sa - F . dd a bh þ- * y 
ik Cade... ERS V9. wv F hx Res © 
Fa , 4 us « 3 4 A 
a N - int Þ " b > - , = : LS = 


* » " o a p h | 
"1 I IB "a 2. . "TY. 
| SER AIRY © 8 Re EE Io A i SI br 
"> £ 25 20 E, OC OI 2.,,08 145, 4 EY. OPT USER a” 
y ” - 4 LE - Lys 4.004 = \ . = P : . + - = ke 
; = X | = 4 = ” : . * k "S#-; "{ oF Yagl _ &$ 43 vs p % 
L ff wt _ x )- -, "\# a *t Pp. xk. . p: is ” 
; 6.4 . X. 19 4 wy | _ ” a. 
A. , TY BAS LL TED -— AE 'y.* 
- s ' 5 af A F by . a . » W..7 ” 
a \ Ti 4 > . 
my 4 4 p YL 
Ks NE I DI 
| WW - FD 
* - 
7 


| of ping for-/ Her Interpreter, 
-moſt- humb y by. me 5 begs.. Your 
 Protefting | Goodneſs to hand 'Her 
into the Court of England 
:.:And now, Sir, if I may be per- 
mitted to give This every ' way 
Deſerving: Lady ſome little know- 
ledge' of the Merits of Her Engliſh 
Patron, I muſt do ye Both this Ju- 
ſtice, to aflure Her, that She is in 
the - hands of Honour, and lodg'd 
in very Hoſpitable Walls. © 
She'll find You, Sir,- a Perſon fo 
Excellently. Accompliſh'd, ſo Truly 
Furniſh'd with all thoſe Merits and 
Endowments, that Wir and Learn- 
ing , and.every Other the Nobleſt 
Faculcy of a Generous Mind , and 
a great- Soul , can- poſſibly infuſe ; 
and fuch the Handmaid of the Al 
mighty ,; Great Nature, did allow 
You, making Them Your: Heredi- 
tary. Glories , Virtues' no leſs :then 
evn' born. with You, whilft You 
derive: Your immediate. Veins from 
an 
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an A bi Orighial; a Pathee 
that. "ſhin'd fo. many: Sacceliivie Glos 
ri6us 'Ycars., the. Choſen Darling 
Oracle: of .our AUGUST, we, 
EAMOQUS 4LBION dvioc 
NATTE.,: it 

With all theſe Powerful Charims! 
and ſuch Infinite: Deſerts, and, Sir 
with. all the Smiles of Heaven to 
Crown 'em, You haye been fingl 'd 
our for. that Peculiar Favourite of 
Providence, that-.ev'n Contending 
Families Les 'Rivall'd - for: *You , 
whilſt to invite You to new loads 

'of Honour, You have Aſſum!d the 
Nameof CONOWAY, comake Your 
' Adopted  Lawrels' as Rich as- Your 
Native Ones: 

But. now, as much as 2my- own 
Ambition has Aſpird'to make You 
this Publick Addreſs, I'have'yet 4 
more AttraCting loflnexes that draws 
me to Your Feet; which'is-to. let 
the World know, how much I ſtand 
indebted already to Your Genoerofi- 
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T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

ty for thoſe repeated Showers of 
ever-ſmiling Goodneſs You: have 
been pleas'd to pour upon me; and 
that al the Recurns that my Poor 
Pen in this ſmall Preſent can make 
You, is but a Thankſgiving-Offring, 
the Pure Obligation of Dury and 
Gratitude from, . 
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Tour moſt Obliged, moſt Devoted, ts 
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and ever Humble Servant, 
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N deſpight of all the Reports which 
have bin ſpread abroad to the prejus L. 
L dice of my Reputation, T had taken a "uf 
Reſolution never to write in my 0Wwn Juſti- 
fication. But Certain Memoirs that have 
appear'd m public within this little while, 
matle me determine to compile this ſhort Ac- 
count of my own Life. For tho all the World 
be ſufficiently convinc'd, that thoſe Memoirs 
are no more then a Colleftion taken out of 
Several Romances, and that Saint Eure- 
mont's Name be only borrow'd to give 
'em Credit , they may be able to inſinuate 
an Opmion very much to the Diſadvantage - 
of Women, However , 1 know by my 
own Experience, that Imprudence and 
Chance have many times a greater ſhare 
in 
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_ To the READER: 
in thei Miſcarriages , then want of Vers 
tue. The Memoirs of my Life will make 
it Evident , that 'tis not. always ſafe to 
_ judge by outward Appearances ; and that a 

little Beauty, more of Youth, and Deficiency 

of. Judement , are frequenth more injurjo. 
ous to their Reputation then the Crime. it 
Y elf. . 
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"Before her Retirement. 
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I'S not to juſify my (cif, hat I under- 
take to write the Memoirs of any 
Life. For'tis a long tire ſince thacGod 

| has given me the grace to look. upon 
the Injurious 


ports'that have-bin.ſpread abroad 
coneerning me -7OW World, as a-puniſhment 


my wales y. ' And: for that reaſon I ſubmit my elf. 
to. the conduct of bis Providence : Happy in this; 
 that'l arm ſenfible of my own Innocence as to cvery 
_ thing that Calurhiny has laid to my Charge z- bue- 
on the other fide, unfortunate to have loſt the me- 
rit of my Innocence by the Scandals to which I have 
bin oonguilty of giving the occaſion, 


B b \ ©] thought 


! Þ 
WE 
 Lchought it might be permitted me to write my 
own Hiſtory, . were it but to juſtify by my Example 
. fach Perſons of my Scx as have of late been tnade 
the Objed&s of common Reproach. *Tis well known 
to what degree Reproaches are improv'd in that re- 
ſpeR z ſeeing that now-a-days we meet with ſo ma- 
ny People fo adventurous to maintain, That there 
is hardly an honeft Woman in the Town, *Tis . 
true, the malignity of Men is not the only reafon - 
of the little juſtice which they do us,ſfeeing.there are 
Women , who may be thought to have taken de- 
light in confirming the ill opinion which m 
have”of us ! And: Indeed, there are Whine w 1 
have done more injuſtice to their Sex, then they 
who have writteg- the Memoirs of their Amours , 
and diſpers'd into the World Letters for which: their 
Paſſion and Debauchery found Materials. From 
their Examples men have condemn'd all thoſe 
whom they ſuſpeGied of baving any Amorous In- 
treagues z and when a*Woman has once got the 
Reputation of a Coquette, ſhe is preſently ad- 
judg'd to be one of thoſe that make it their glory to 
be 10. | LS a!  N 
I therefore thought it might be one means {to de- 
firoy this growing Opinion, by a faithftl reeital of 
the Adventures of my Life, toſhew, that a Woman 
may be defam'd, yet not be guilty z and that there is 
many times more" of Misfortune then Irregularity 
in the Condu& of ſeveral Women, upon. whom rhe 
Public is pleas'd to throw their Scandals.” There 
is allo another benefit to be reap'd from theſe Me- 
moirs : For from thence you will learn to avoid all. 
fuch Misfortunes as arc lookt upon as Crimes; and 
to ſhan thoſe things which may give occaſion to 
jully the Reputation of Women, by oblerving where 
I my ſelf became an ill Manager of my own, oo 
| am 


El BIT | 

- ©. {am well deſcended as well bythe Father's:as by _ 
the Mother's ſide z but ic was the firſt of my Mit- - 
| Wortunes that] was born too ſoon; formy Mother 
-washardly arriv'd to Sixtecn years of Age when ſhe 
-lay i of me. And becauſe that in Ten years aftor 
- «my Mother . hat no more Children, I was: lookt 
upon as Heireſs of my Father's Eftate.. All this while 
aMy Mother was #00 young to leta Daughter grow 
up with her athome; that would-havekept the Har 
ot her Dyal from-fandingflong atSixteen.Soſhefent 
meto a Grandmother, 'who had that fond lovefor 
ame,whichWomen advanc'd'in years havemanytimes 
For Offidrewby whom they expe the continuation 
oftheirName and Family. She-made it her buſinefs 
to infuſe into-me, -upon the-ſcore of my Birth and 
Beauty, alt the Vanity and Pride the had been/guil« 
4y of hes ſelf 'and' the firft thing that I Tearnt;'was, 
that'T-was Fair, end deftin'dto the moſt noble ati 
elevated Protenſions. Witch theſe Fancics I wasflat- 
tet'd all along z and 1 had already attain'd'Eleven 
years of Age; when iny Motfier was brought tobed 
of a Boy.- But no ſooner was this Son arid'Heig 
come incothe World, but my@randmother begah 
"Xoflaviſh-out'all:hee Aﬀe@ion' for me, -upon hitn'; 
my'Beauty-wasmnelonger flatter'd No-more talk 
of amy being-aPriticeſs or a Dutcheſsat Jeaſt : No— 
I muſt-lifle-all thoſe gaudy\ExpeRtarions : -My Brg- 
thex had beteav'd me of all thoſe great Advantages. 


- = 


On the other fide, they began'to mftil into'me Fn- 
glinations t6 a Religious Life; and'at length, they 
told me flatand plain,'it was the manner of Hvipg, 
and ell the 'Preferment my Parents hall deſign'd me: 
 {Twasalready big enough, andhzd-ſo much'Rea- 
Ton about m#; as to be deep)y ſenfible how difaſtious 
fach 2 Reſolution would be to'me*: And the very 
thoughts of 4t infus'd-into'me-as OT MENG 
GG; _ -. | = of 
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[41 
For:my neareſt: Relatlons, as before I had cfhedh, 
and complacency for *em. My Father was the on 
Perſon for whom 1 Gill prefery'd; ſome little 
ion ; for he till (eem'd to have ſomething ofkind- 
neſs for me. So. that whenever: they nll of put- 
ting me into a:Nannery , I always Had recourſe;to 
Þim; -and to him made known, my Reluctancyand 
Deſpair. Whichil fo well expreſt io words accomy 
ipao?d wich.tears;,;.'that my Father himſelf could 
-not refrain from weepings But tie, good man, wore 
not the Breeches:: {And therefore Ng advis'd me, for 
.his ſake, \to ſuffer for a while the lnconveniendes of 
.a Convent, with: a promiſe that-I ſhonld' not long 
.be-under that. Confinement , but. that: he would 
Haſs of. me fo ſo0n;as I was vipe. for Marriage. + 
pon'this I obey'd, and I was put into. a Nunne- 
F CE AbL was my Father's Coulin Ger- 
man; and in her I met again with as much Fond. | 
nels as formerly. -my':Grandmother, had for me. 
Which fogether with/the hopes thag my Father had 
;giv'n me, was pg (mill conſlation to, me. © 
- iNpw in regard L bad all che liberty.l could aefin re 
.in the Nunnery, lad fo accultom'd-my f(clf to do 
.what I pleas'd; that-no-body duxſt: contradi& mer” 
And being thys-flatter'd and 'carcfs'd ,-it was:no 
=05 if I gave a ſecond harbour to. all that vati- 
y .which my ET Eooker had infus'd into me. 
The he Prailcs alſo which che Nuns continually gave 
me, daily ſwell'd this Vanity : And; by that meats 
I came to underſtand, that Conyents, where young 
People are allow'd. the liberty I had, are no better 
Schools for Children, then the Houſes of Fondling 
Parents that idolizg their own Iffue. .. The more [ 
was perſuaded that all Nuns were Saints, the more 
_— ſooth'd my felt chat I deferv'd their Praiſes ; ; and. 


the more vainly I flatter'd my ſelf, that there was 
nothing 


- . £4 4 ” 


ld bh Ch 

- nothing in me to-be amended, ſeeing thoſe. very 
Perſons who , were entrutied with the care of my + 
Condud, applauded every thing 1 did, and evcry 


 __ thing which I defir'd to do. 


In this manner I was bred up, with little infixa- 
Rion in the Duties of my Religion. Not that they 
omitted to teach me the grounds of itz but in re- 
gard | had an exccllent Memory, I made it my ap-. 


plication to ſiudy thoſe grounds, rather to ſhew 


my wit, then for the ſake of information ; Nor did 
- 1 make any difference between the Articles of my 
Faith, and the Songs and Verſes which 1 got by 
heart; To me they ſeem'd all alike, and 1 lookt up- 

. on it onlyas an exerciſe of my Memory, which was 
put upon me to try whether | had a good one or no. 
How many times have Flamented afterwards my 
| being fo little taught the difference between Solid _ 
and Trivial ! and my being left to my felf to make 
my choice of which of the two my Fancy beſt ap- 
prov'd. Both Nuns and other Perſons, who are en- 
truſted with the Education of;Children, are very 
 Imprudent to make no diſtinction between things of 
' lo different a nature 3 but gather to permit the fu 
dy of Trifles, before the Memory andthe Heart are 
well ſeaſpn'd with the firſt imprefſions of Truth and 

Vertues " 
The reading of Romances brought me to refle& 
upon things, of which till then 1 had but a confus'd 
and imperfe&t apprehenſion, By reading them, I 
learnt there was a Paſſion that gave to Women 
an abſolute dominion over Men. And I'was not a 
little overjoy'd to think, that I could as well as 
others pretend to that empire z and that perhaps l 
| had an opportunity already to exergiſe that Power., 
In ſhort, I call'd to mind, that when | liv'd with 
my Grandmother, there was a Perſon of Quality 
B 3 who 
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one 1,7 
who loy'd me, and who ufually call'& me his litdle'_ 
Queen. I recalf'd co'tmy memoty all the marks that 
he gave me of his AﬀeQton : And F madeino que- 
tion but that that Aﬀecion- was an effeQR of that 
ſame Paſfion which'3 found fo well expreſs'd in 
Romances. I was ſorry I had bin ignorant of it 
ſo long z and that I had made no better uſe of my 
empite over that Lover. Who in regard he was 2 
Perfon of Quality, and one that appear'd to have 
more merit then any of the reſt with whom T was 
acquainted , feem'd to me moſt worthy of paying 
me his Atſiduities. I refolv'd therefore fo engage 
him to give me a Viſit, that I might pleaſe my felf 
with enjoying the honour of ſubmitting ® Mat: to 
my own Laws. *D \ 

| was too young to haveany other motive to this 
Attempt then vanity : Nor indeed was I acquainted 
with 2ny other j neithetg&id I believe that Love 
was any other thing then that fame Power and 
Command wherewith } flatter'd my felf. 

The courſe whigh I took to engage the Marquils 
of Bloſſac. ( for thafwis then his Title) to'come to 
me, was to wiite to him. To which end, not 
knowing what [ did, I copi'd out of ſeveral Ro- 
rances, what ſeetn'd to me the moſt endeiring, to 
exprels that | very much deſfir'd to fee hinfs That 


is fo ſay, I wrote a moſt gaffionate and tender Let- 


cer, without being ſenſible of the thing which 1 ex- 
preſs'd, and without divining in the leaſt that there 
was any hartti in writing after that manher. This 
without doubt is an effc@ the moſt innocent that 
the reading of Rotninces can produce in the mind 
of a young Perſon. 'But aſter all, It is a dangerous 
effeR ; ſeeing that by accuſtorning our ſelves to read 
rhe Language of Love, we expoſe our ſelves, how 
harmleſs ever our Intentions may be, to love the 

WT: name 


BEA 
name of it; and to feel the cffe&s and power 
of it. 3-2 ge þ | 
Romances. therefore having taught me, that there 
was a ſecret and mylterious method to be obſerv'd 
in the delivery; of Letters 3 I bethought my-(clf of 
putting mine into a ſmali Bundle of Rarities 
wrought by theNuns, of which I pretended to make 
a Preſent to Bloſſac upon the Felſtjyal Day of the 
Nunnery's particular Saint. In this manner then I _ , 
ſent 'him my Letter, with orders to the. Bearer to 
deliver the Bundle into his own hands. Thus had 
my Paſſion bin never ſo violent, it could not have 
taught me to take better meaſures then my own 

"Vanity inſpir'd into me, For the two Paſlions of 
Love and Vanity force Women to a& for the moſt 
part muchyafter the ſame manner, as I found by 
experience in the progreſs of my life. 

Bloſſac receiv'd my+Letter 3 and had always lookt . 
upon me a5 a Child : But he found that Letter fo 
witty, that his frit thoughts advis'd him to ſhew it 
to my Parents, to the end they might (ee what an + 

extraordinary Daughter they had, However, he 
met with ſo much Paſſhon,. ſo much tenderneſs in 
it, that he believ'd it impoſſible that 1 ſhould w: ite 
in ſuch a manner, without being in ſome mcafure 

 ſenfible of what I had written to him. And the 
- younger was, the more he flatter'd himſelf with 
being the firſt Obje of a growing Paiſion : And 

* whatever in my Letter ſcem'd to him to be above 
my years, he aſcrib'd to nothing but Love, So that 

| from thence forward he began to. Jove me in earneſt, 
and return'd me a moſt paſſionate Anſwer, wherein 
he promis'd to come and ſee me the next day, 

; However, I met with ſomething in his Letter 
that offended me; for he call'd me his Pretty Child. 
Now 1had never read that the Hero's in Romances 

SS} | gave 
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gave {uch Language to their Miſtreſſes 3/ ſo. that 1 


- expected him with impatience, that I might have 
the pleaſure to abuſe him for'ir. He came z and be- 


caule he had not ſeen me ini above a year before, he 
found me fo well grown, though then but in the 
Twelfth of my Age,thiat the fight of myPerſon com- 
pleated what my Lertcr had begun. He became my 
moſt Paſſionatg. Lover g nevertheleſs, being defirous, - 
before he diſcover'd his Love, to be afſur'd, whe- 
ther | had reaſon enougty about me to ſuſtain the 
weight of ſuch a Declaration, he applid himſelf to 
me with the ſame terms of familiarity as formerly, 
calling me his Little Miſs ; and his Pretty Sweet- 
hearc, and teling me with an Airc of Fondneſs, that 
1 was the moſi delicate Girl in the World: All theſe 
low Titles I took ill z and therefore it the Tone of 
a Romantic Heroeſs, I talk'd to him as Aftres talks 
to Celadon,. when ſhe baniſhes'him her preſence. At 
tictt he laught at my Childiſh Indignation 3 but (ee- 
ing me p:rbſ in the ſame Language, he was ſo much 
the more at a loſs, becauſe he lov*d me with ſo much - 


the more tenderneſs. . Thereupon he came to a ſeri- 
ous Explanation of himelf , and told me after ſuch 


a tnanner, as ſomewhat daunted me, that he was 
aſham'd at his yeats, . to confeſs himſelf fo weak as 
to have a Paſſion for me ; however, that he could 
not forbear to let me know, as much a Child 'a# I 
was, that his Life and his Repoſe depended upon 
me, and that he ſhould dye without an Aſſurance 
that my heart was his. And he pronounc'd theſe 
words in (uch a manner, that they pierc'd my very 
Sul : And had 1 had but alittle more Experience, I 
ſhould have underſtood to have made a diſtinQion 
between him and others z and that it was no longer 
that I aGed by the ſame Motive that oblig'd me 
to fend tor him, * - 7 

| FI I then 


: Fo Þ 


I then forgot all that Romances had taught me_ 


concerning the Diſdain and Pride of their Heroeſſes; 
. I fell a weeping 3 and begging his pardon for ha- 
ving offended him ; I afſur'd him of the ſurrender 
of my heart, and that I would never ſay any thing 
to him agen that ſhould excite his Anger. He was 
overjoy'd to tindNach an alteration in me, and con- 
tinu'd his Arguments to perſuade me how paſſio- 
nately he lov'd me, when our Converſation was in- 
terrupted by the coming in of the Abbels ; for then 
he fell a cotkering me again with tenderneſſes ſuita- 
ble to my Agey and calling me Pretty Child, ad- 
vis'd me to be a good Girl, Nor was it out of Po- 
licy 
his Diſcourſe, but becauſe I found an inclination in 
my. ſelf to pardon every thing in him but indiffe- 
xency. . oy ſo much afraid he did not ve me, 
g 


that ha 
to ask him whether he were till offended, I oblig'd 


him to ſwear that he would love me as long as he 
liv'd. | 
» Thus it was, that without knowing what it 


meant, I ſurrender*d my (elf up to that fatal Paſſion 


that I forbore to ſhew my ſelf diſpleas'd with 


found an opportunity before we parted, 


— 


that fince has ſo much troubl'd my repoſe. *T was. 


not for any other deſign that I defir'd to ſee Bleſſac, 
but only to trample upon his Submiſſion , when I 
\ became fo much his Slave, that 1 took delight in 
nothing elſe but thinking of him. To ſuch a Pre- 
cipice had the aijery Vanity of Romances inlen{ibly 
led me. 

. | TI lov'd, yet knew not what Love was: And I 
| Jov'd fo much the more, becauſe 1 was ignorant 
what it was-to lovgs Nor would my Ignorance 
permit me_ to conteM with what I knew not. I 
{aw nothing that frighted me in the kind Senti- 
ments I had for Bloſſac 3 nor had I ary defire to he 


afraid 


=_ 
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| afraid of Conſequences which I foreſaw not, I ſiu- 
di'd nothing ſo much as haw to plcaſe him, and 
tind ont ways to {ce him often. Romances then, 
chat formerly were my chief delight, began to grow 
irkſorne to me; I did not like it that their Heroeſſes 
{hould take ſo much pleaſure in treating their Lo- 
vers ſo uncivilly: And I blam'd their Pride fo much . 
the more, the leſs I underſtood that it was a vertue 
to be proud, Thus whither is it that we may not 
be tranſported, when we unwarily deliver up our 
| ſelves to a Danger which we underſtand not, yet for 
which we have a kindneſs ! When I wt$ alone, 1 
would be writing Letters to Bloſſae 3 and though I 
knew not there was any harm if what 1. did, yet 
I was moſt terribly afraid of being taken in the Ad. 
But it was impoſhble for me to be fo cautious as to 
prevens.it. Some of my Epiſiles were (ſnd, and 
carri'd to the Abbeſs , who bleſt her ſelf to ſee S#- 
ean (o prevalent in a Girl of my years. She (ent for 
me, and ask'd me where I had learnt to write after - 
that manner? I knew not what anſwer to make 
her, ſceing her, as I thought, in ſuch an angry Mogd. 
And my filence making her believe that I was bet- 
ter inliructed, and more guilty then indeed I was, - 
the told me, I deſerv'd to be buri'd alive for wri- 
ting ſuch Letters as thoſe. Upon that I fell a blub- 
bering, and pleaded for my (elf, that I did not 
think there had bin any harm in writing after ſuch 
a manner. But ſhe gave. me ſuch,a Juniper LeQure 
by way of anſwer, as open'd the eyes of my Un- 
derſtanding, and ſoon convinc'd me of my Erzors 
and I was fo aſham'd of what I had done, thatl 
began from that very momggt to have as great an 
averſion for Bloſſac, as I hadKindneſs before. But 
among all the Abbeſs's Pious Taunts, and Matron- 
ly Sencences, there was none that madeo deep an 
impreſ- 


F 
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impreſſion upon me, as her upbraiding me for h4- bj 
ving given aMan an occaſion to believe I was in love 
wil@ him., She told me, there was nothing fo 
mean and defpicabloz and that Virgins wh had 
no more wit then ſo.to expoſe themſelves, were 
the ſlight and contempt of thoſe very Men by 
whom they ſought to be beloy'd. 

This toucht me to the very Soul : So that 1 was 

' not ſo much afraid of the Scandals and other Incon- 
veniences, to which , as ſheafſur'd me, I had ex- 
pos'd my felf, as I was aſham'd to have done a 
thing, which as they told me, would make me the | 
ſcorn. of the Perſon whom 1 lov'd. 

* T refolv'd therefore not only not to write to B:ſ- 
ſac any more, but never-to ſee him agen, I pro- 
mis'd the fame to the Abbeſs, and I conſenged to ler 
my Paper and my Pens be taken from me, to let 

- *em ſee that I had a defire, by my diſdain, tomake 
atnends for my overforwardneſs, which now | - 

blam'd in my (elf as much as they could do. 

The Abbeſs had reaſon to believe, by my inge- 

- muity and ſubmiſſion to her Correions, that there 

was nothing: but Innocence in what I had done. 
However, ſhe was one of thoſe who will never mils _ 
at opportunity to exalt their own Merit, and get 
a Reputation for Zeal and Regularity , whatever 
becornes of their Neighbours. This Lady, who was' + 
never lookt upon to be one of the exaQteſt Gorer- 
neſſts in the World, inform'd my Parents of what 
had happen'd, in hopes that they would judge, by 
the Account ſhe gave 'em of her Vigilance, that ſhe 
was not a Woman that would ſuffer any other then 
Virgin Marie in her Houſe. | 

_ "This was the firſt Stain that ever blemiſh'd my 
Reputation, and which inclin'd ſo many,People 
judg amiſs of my Conduct z and doubtfls the Im- 

hp prudence | 
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prudence of the Abbeſs was thecauſe of all my Mi 
fortunes. For had ſhe known how to manage this. . 
f:ſt Fault, I might perhaps have afterwards gyn- 
_ whatever they demanded of me, to re- 
Air i 

My Mothet judg'd by thoſe Letters, that I had an 
inclination to Gallantry z which together With ſome 
other Reaſons that ſhe had to make me .a Nun, 
made her give the Abbeſs a ſtrict charge to mould 
me for that courſe of life. 

The Abbeſs perceiving how much l endeavour'd 
to obliterate the Fault with which I was upbraided, 
believ'd the change of my Behaviour to be ancffeR. 
of my ahem: She knew not that Pride waSgs 
the cauſe of it, and that this Pride proceeded from _ 
no othe Reaſon, but becauſe | —_ not be dey 
ſpis'd by Bleſſac. It never came into her thoughts 
that a Girl of no more then Thirtcen years of Ago 
ſhould be capable of4uch a refin'd piece of Cunning. . 
She believ'd I had quite forgot Bloſſac ; and that 
now being recover'd from that little Love-frenzy 
of mine, -1 would readily yield to thoſe Reaſons ſhe 
ſhould make uſe of to perſuade me, that the only 
Heaven upon Earth was a Nunnery. 

" She told me that all my Relations knew what 
had paſs'd between Blrſſac and my ſelf: And that 
after ſuch a Tranſgreſh>n they could not think of 
marrying mes; becauſe-no body would marry a 
Maid who had bin guilty at my years of an In- 
treague : That the Story had made a great noiſe, 
and done me ſo mach injury, that there was no 
pther way for me. but to betake my ſelf to a Reli- 
gious Life. Then ſhe made me a long Harangue 
 ppon the Pleaſyres ofctirement 3 ſhe flatter'd me 
with hopes that I might ſuddenly come to be her 

Coad carcfs, and that ſhe would leave me her Aw 
was 
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[ was riot fo much a Child as not to ſee whither 
all this tended 3 nor ſo mucl#a Fool as not to know 
that there was nothing but Innocence in the main ' 
thing with which they upbraided me. And I as 
readily found by the Abbeſs's Sermons, that my Re- 
lations had a great deſire to make a Nun of me. 
Now in''regard there was nothing ſo remote from 
| my Reſolutions, as the Sentiments which ſhe Grove 
toinfuſe into me, 1 gave her this confident Anſwer, 
That that ſame Gallantry which ſhe inveigh'd a- 
. gainftfo much, was not a thing fo criminal as ſhe . 
would needs perſuade me. But though what you | 
tell me; faid I were true, yet if it be my Parents 
| abſolu fure that 1 muſt vail my (elf, L make 
no but-to obtain this Liberty from them at 
the leaſt, to make my choice of another Houſe. 

The Abbeſs aftoniſh'd at my Anſwer, and my 
Reſolution, endeavour'd to footh me up, and af- 
ſur'd me he.yould talk-no more of it, 
_ © Aﬀer alltheſe Diſputes 1 perceiv'd in pay (elf a 
violent defire'to fee Bloſſac, and to inform him of 
every thing that che Abbeſs had told me. For not 
dofibting'burt that he would be glad to marry me, 
and-for that he'was otherwiſe a Perſon ſuitable to 
my humour, /: thought 1 could not do better then 
to tenew. my: Friendſhip with him. I quite forgot 

pars. ty Pride k,n I afſum'd upon the diſcove- 
| our private Familiirity.;' nor was I afraid of 
his deſpifing-me when 1 renew'd thoſes Addreſſes 
that::ſcem'd: requiſite to. recall him. And thus ir 
came-to.pafs, that they reſtor'd me to my Paſſion by 
the cares. which they cook to divert me from it. 

-+-It was now near ten Months that he had heard 

no tydings of, me, from the time that I had told 

bim 1 would ſee him no more. He had endeavour'd 

to penetrate into the motive that induc'd we 4a | 
« this , 


» 


T 
| 

; 

| 
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| defir'd to 


* by my Tears. In fhort, a thouſaud. extravagant 
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this change. | But at length che Nuns having in- 
form'd. hana, that I —_—_ his Letters; and that 
I only made it my buſineſs to make þim my Sport, 
he was aſham'd that he bad ever had any ny id or 
for me. He took mefor a Child, and for one who | 
had a Character of Inconkancy and Deceit, w 
it became ,him to avoid ; and with thaſe thoughts 
he reſoly'd to forget ane. 

He thought ruc 60a of his Scduflities 3, at 
what time I found a way to Ict him know; that 1 
ſpeak with him, and that 1 daſfiekd him 
to come di{guis'd to the Window of the Speaking- 
place, where I promis'd to be atfuch-amHous. | But 
he xeqziv'd the Meflage with a diſdainful 4qajle, and 
bid the Meſſenger tejl me, he would I ſec 
me when I had leame more wit. 

What a Rage was | in, when they AR +8 me 
this Anſwer} 1 yme to believe what the Abbcls 
had told ime, that forwardneſs in Rerſous.of my 

Sex alyays drew contempt upon themiclues. | 

} was (&nſible of all the mnortiiation that could 
caſt down « Perſon naturally vain, 'whomber Vani- 
ty is humbl'd to the loweſt degree. '1 could noGtell 
what courſe to take to dilingage-ry (elf from'ghe 
Trouble which] had brought yuporimy (elf Prompe- 
£d by my Revenge, ſametimes | fare mulmg which 
way to take away theLifc of a pggfadious/|Contemner 
of my Favours; but then'agen, candempingſovio- 
lent a Refolution, nothing would ſcrve-me; but 
throw my ſelf at his Feet, that 1,might'regain)him 


Ideas rowl'd in ray mind, which'the- reading.of 
| Romalees had furniſh'd me 'withal and Wig" Cat 
Youth confirm'd. | 

After I had ſpent two or three Momths-i in[this 
doleful condition, I {cll into a languiſbing Difiew- 
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per, the cauſe of which the Nuns were ignorant of. 
I admir'd the guidance of my Diſcretion at thoſe 
years; For I made _.no body the Confident of my 
Grievances. And my yanity made me a Difſem- 
blerz for I was too much hambl'd in my own Eyes, 
to make my ſelf lower in the Eyes of others. _ 
At length, overwhelm'd with gricf, and not 
knowing what to refolve, I made as if 1 had had a 
liking co a Religious Life, 
This alteration in my Behaviour aſtoniſh'd the 
«bbeſs and the Nuns, who miſtook the irregular mo- 
tions of. a Heart too much devotcd towhat it lov'd, 
for the effefts of Grace, Never did Virgina teſtify 
a more 'axdent Zeal to take thg, Vaile-upon her , 
then my'ſelE For I was impatient co try, whether 
the noiſe of ſuch 2 Sacrifice would not awake Bloſſac 
_ to a recollecing him(clf : And on the other 1jde, I 
had before my Eyes the Hopour which ſuch a goodly 
Action would procure me in the World. Ls 
So ſoon as my Relations were inform'd of my 
Delgn, they hgſten'd me to take the Habit upon 
me-: .And:indeed conlidering the ſieps that 1 bad 
made , I could not well go- back. However, | 
found an Expedignt to ſu the execution of a 
Deſign which already to. terrify me; I told 
my Parents, that I did not find chey led ſuch regular 
Lives a$T ould wiſh, in the Nunnery where I:was 3 
and therefore being deſirous to renounce the World 
m good earneſt, 'twas my intention to make choice 
, among 4il-the; Nunneries ,: of one the .molt Au» 
. Gere that I could hear of, + . 
- Now no ſboner had: I dedaz'd my reſolution to 
$9.80 another-Houſe, but the Abbel(s and che Nuns 
endeavour'd to. diſſuade me from taking the Habit - 
upon me in .anyt Houſe whatever. They told me 
that I was not bf a Contticution propty tor a Con- 
pf 5 vent 5 


' ty of their Lives : Nor indeed was | at all croubFd 
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vent ; and ſome there were who made me the Con- 


tident of their ſecret diſgaſis againſt Retirement. : 
| I afcrib'd all this good Counſel to the irregulari- 


to have found out new Reaſons for my leaving their 
Convent. 1 was therefore till importunate to be _ 
carri'd to another Nunnery z my Mother alſo com- 
pli'd with my defires ; and fo 1 left the Abbeſs and 
her Abby, not knowing whether I had reaſon to be 
ſorry or to rejoyce. 

The Nans no ſooner ſaw me out of their Houſes 
but they told me, like a company of Charitable 
Baggages as they were, that I was a Coquetting 
Slut, whom they@&ere overjoy d to be rid of ; nei- 
ther did they fail to make my pretended Amorous 
Intreague the ſubje& of their Tittle-tattle to thoſe 
who were ignorant of it before. 2 | 

When 1 carne to the Convent I had made choice 
of, as well for that I was not yet Fifteen years of 
Age, as becauſe the Nuns had bin inform'd of all 
the Reports which had been ſpread. abroad concern» 
ing me, they thought it proper to defer the putting 
me amohg the Noviciats; but only gave- me the 


Habit and Title of a Poftulant. % | 
This Convent ſeem'd'to me quit different from 


the other : For the Nuns liv'd all in a perfe& Re- 


eularity 3 every one appear'd contented with her 
Condition z there was a holy -Emulation athong 
*m; and in ſhort$ they perform'd all their Dutics 
with an extraordinary ExaQtneſs. More: then this, 
the gzneral opinion of their SanQity had drawn to 
their Houſe Ladies and Virgins of thehigheſt Qua- 
lity z and they were ſo accuſtom'd never to frequent 


' ether Houſes, that they would not fo much as cons 
' verſe with a Lay-ſifter. They defir'd always to have 


Prelates to officiate at all their Solenin Feſtivals, and 
never 


* 1 | -OBY 
never to hear any but the moſt famous Preachers. 
Now: whether this Aﬀecation were altoget 


her ex- 

cinpt from Pride, and all ſuſpicion of Vaniry,' is a 
queſtion not ſo cafily determin'd, 

One wauld have thought however, that being 
6 vain "rs was, 1 ſhould have agreed with'a Con- - 
vent where 1 met with fo much Vanity-z but be. 
- fides that I had very little Picty, 1 ſcorn'd that FE” 
diculous Vanity that facrifices only toRank and Qut- 
ward ſhew. I was only an Idolatreſs of that'vanity 
' which Beauty and Merit inſpire 3 with ſome kind- 
neſs too'for that other Vanity, to ſee my ſelf ador'4 
by the Perfon for whom I had an affeRion. | 
" And this Vanity made me fiill retain a lively-re- 

membrance of the Aﬀront which, as I thbiight, 
Bloſſae had put upon me :; Nor did I fo loudly pro- 
claim, as I ſaid before, my Intention to be a Nun, 
but only to try, whether the Noiſe of my Deſign 
would rouſe him to prevent it. But T-heard no- 
be of .him 3 and in the mean time the Day ap. 
pointed for me to take the Habit upon me, drew 
hee” ">; 
' Some few. days before, my Father came to ſeeme; 
and putting the Queliion to me ® whether 1 really 

'in my Reſolution to rake the Veil, only my 
ghadeanſwer for me. By that he underſtood 
heh T'durft let him know, He told me; 
he was 'glad *1 had not ſo much Zeal, as others 
_ whuld' petfuade him I had ;'fo* a Condition 
whithwhe' could not permit me to emibrace;, 
aMhaving refolvy'd ro marry me to a Gentkmar 
_ he had made choice of for m:. He farthet 

&; That the Match was ſaitabte to the Condi- 
tion of his Afﬀairs , and that h: was come to talk 
with me abour-it, - He did not name the Hasband 


whom he had defi gn'd me; only he tgld mein'ge- | 
| C. © Perl, 
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neral, that he was a Perſon with whom 1 ſhould 
live happily, well deſcended, and of a good-Efiate 3 
but that the Baſineſs was to be ſpeedily concluded, 
and-to be kept private from the Soo inaapgn 
Mother z for that though the Match were never 
adyantagious; ſhe would oppoſe my Marriage, h 
ving ſuch an averſion as ſhe had for my adyance- 
ment, and abſolutely reſolving to make me a Nun. 
He.told me morcoyex,, that to make ſure work, he 
"had defign'd to take-me from the Convent by force 3 
and gave me an,accouut .what meaſyres he had ſtu» 
dy'd for that urpole. + 2+. d;0 34.0 
[ had not fo eafily:conſented to my Father's De+ 
ſign, but that 1 imagin'd at the ſame time, that 
the. Hysband he: had provided for-mc miight be 
Blifſac:himfelf.. 1 had alſo ſome remnants of Ro- 
mantick Notions xowling in my Head, hich made 
me believe that Bhfſac had an intention to make a _ 
Knight-Errant Wedgiug of it, by ſome pleaſing 
ſurpriſe, which would be ſo much the more agree-. 
able ro my Humour, 1 ask'd my Father thergfare 
whether he were not the Man ? And the mannet 
of my Father's refuſal to. explain himſelf, fully per- 
ſuaded. me that ## could be no other then Blofſac, 
Belives, I was fo-wrapt up with a bclicf. of. this 
Fancy, that I durſi not preſs my Fagher auf” 
ther, for fear of finding my ſelf deceivids -SWMar - 
I only told- him { ſhould be ready te obey him in 
every thing. Thus while my Mother was prgpa- 
ring for'me a Religious Vail, my Facher,was pro-- 
viding for me Nuptial Sheets. A thing perk 
which never happen'd before, that two ſych dafie- 
- rent .Cereffionies ſhould be preparing at the ſame 
time for the ſame Perſon. "K-25: NWS 
Some days after this Diſcourſe with my Father 
he return'd to the Convent, bringing wy Mothec 
| | wit 
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with liim: And then it was that 
let him take 'me. out from: eli 
me | .0T | bis lai) ls 

wel of me, fince he 'was/ after that to relign me 
.-wholly to Godl- and the' Bleed Virgin, ./My/Mo- 
ther conſengy#;/ and then tny Father taking ime by 
the hand, ile my Mother was talking wich the 
Nuns, led © into the Coutt. -At the ſame time 
three ſturdyPFellows came to ys,; and cakingmme up. 
in their Arms, carry'd me without the Gade,\ and 
a _ threw me into:a Coach with fix. Horſes." Pre- 
ently the Coachman drove away, and q Was out 
_— in the twinkling of-an Eye. 

y Father being now:to a& bis part, return'd 
inn Deming hafieto the ſpeaking-Room, and wich 
"- an aire of Grief and Fury told! my Mother a plauli- 
ble Story, fuchias his Hektiog had ſupphy*& him 
with, and-then'pretendinga'world of eagerneſs th | 

ve the Raviſhtrs', he: flew to his own Coach, 
my Morher half. 2d, and the Convert - 
Infuch an uproar, as might Exell be the cif: of (© 
— and unexpected an Accident, | 
My Mother, : who not: my Father in 
the leaſt, .accus'd Bleſſac to bethe Contrives:and 
Author of This;'\and {wore ſhe would fpare fot no 
coſt, 'eill the had: obtain'd'full fatisfaQtion for this 
Violence 41 
On the other fi de, my Father, who ke barrop 
then anybody what was become of me, -made the 
Coachman rp this way and Cother way, till! he 
hid almoRt tir'd his Horſes, and then ſending him 
to my Mother, bid him tell her that: be Was 
to take poſt in purſuic of me, according to 
ſuch direQions as he had receiv'd from the CORY 
People. 


. 
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I/the mean time the Coach, OOTY I w 
whixl'd it away fulb:{peed z never ſtopping lt it 
was:toward night, that we came co a Place which 
I was altogether untcquainted with, and-where: my 
Farherinet us about an hour: after our Arrival. 

.. As:for my own part,;'during. =E! Jourvey; 
t could:not find ont for my life wha the Lady,! nor 
the: three Meh were, that bore mc npany. They 
anſweard to all my. Geſtions, That wn hey m_ 
Flr #86, © 7 ION 5473 

> When he {aciiv'd Ahe: roles: the; Lady: wk a 
F ciendiof his, whom .-he had defir'd: to: Keep. me 
company 5 and that the'three Men werethoneft Felz 
lows; and faithful: Servants of- his z how*that he 
would-not leavefine.till-he hat deliver'd-me-(afc:in+ 
to the hands of nay: Hasband , who'liv'd at fuch:a 
Place, * which he:inam'd, 'and: 'wherd hls Efiate lay; 
Alt this: while thefe Starics' did nothing: correſpond 
with my Imaginations'that this Husband.tnight be 
Bloſſac © So that now beginning, to: tad yls- Was edi 
fiaken, I conjur'd myFtther:to have pity ;upon me; 
and not to ſacrifice: me to a;Perſon for whom per- 
haps I: might not have'the- leaſt inclination. But | 
he only bid me have paticgce. and all. would bs 
well: -Thus weeontinwd our Jourricy; and much 
ado 1 had to refiſt 'the-Mortal Inquietudes that ture 
moil'd my Thoughts ; though 1 did not altogethet 
deſpair of finding tuch'a Perſon!in my Husband, 
whoſe Complacencies might make rey. | forget 
Bloſſac. | 

-in the mean he $oblers d, Jorigit our Jour« 

n:y. that one of the Men that accompany*d 
would be always viewing me with a nice and i nd. 
fitive Eye; «nd betides that, was:very officious" to 
pleaſe mc. Nevertheleſs. it n: ver came 'into my 

:nind ſo much as > gueſs that he was the Perſon 


delign's 
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_ Geſign'dto be;mgy Eusband.' thwerer he 'wasthe 


So ſoon as he was gone, my-Father aske me; what 


I thought of him? and whether he were not; a © 
handſome Gentleman ? And theſe Queſtions -he 


put to. me after ſuch a manner, that | knew; befgxe- 
hand. what, he was going to ſay fo me. - However 
I made him no reply to his Interrogatories, for fear 
my anſwer ſhould not pleafe:him.-l; know potiwhe- 


- _ ther he fqund by me, Uk, |; bad no great fiomach 


' to the Kee. = of the Man ;. however, after he had 
la Re him to be the Rusband he had. pro- 
vided for me, he told we, . head only left 1s, to 
return agen and meet us'in an Equipage more be- 
coming, his Quality. How are poor Maids to be 
pity?d, when their Parents ſeck-only their own ln- 
tereſt in the preferment of thgr Children ! 1-will 
now then Tell ye ghe Reaſons why my Father fa- 
_ crific'd me to this Gentleman. 

He was the Son of a Counſellor of the Pa a 
of his Province, who,not having any inclination to 
the Law, had purchas' da very great Lordſhip, with 
an [intention to get it, excted into a Marquiſate. 
Which,bcing ſornewhat difficult to obtain, he had 
recourſe to my. Father , who had formerly bin his 
Father's,intimate Friend,, and who þy his Credit 


at Court procur'd him what he defir'd: His Eſtate 


indeed was very conliderable, and therefore he was 
= py an Advanta geogs Math for a Viegin who 

| Hig no Portion... 

ere was. yet avother Reaſon, of greater impor- 


Man,- And. when we were come within half a. day's 
journey: from the Village whicher-we were travel 
ing, he lefc_ us, without diſcovering who he was. 


. 


tance chat preſs'd my Father co m:rry me. For 


this Canna after he .came to his Eſtate, had 


Ent my Father a Conſiderable Sum of Money ; yo | 
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he'had ſo order'd kis Bulinels , | that my Wn 


was to extinguiſh the Debt Tis true,he did not tell. 
me all this at firftz he only told me chat he was utter- 
ly ruin'd if I did not comply with his Deſires. But 
when he heard me conjure him not to precipitate 
. my Marriage, he thought it behov'd him to tell me 
the whole Truth, with this farther Circumſtance, 
that my Mother knew nothing of the Debt, ' and 
that ſhe would be like a Mad-woman if eyer it 
came-to her Ears. 

I did rat complain to my Father for ſecking by 
my Marriage to repair the Decays of his Efate; but 
I could not forbear telling him, that I was forry he 
did not ſooner et me know the Reaſons that in- 
duc'd him te-marrÞme, for that 1 was perſuaded 
that if ne would have beſtow'd me upon ps Mar- 
quiſs of Bloſſac, he would haye been as generous to | 
have engag'd the payment of the Debt upon the 
ſame Condition. At: which my Father fell a laugh- 
ing, and embracing the, My dear Child, faid he, 
thou doſt not underſfiand the World ; we lire not in 
an Age", where CONS of Eltates pay ſo dear for 
their Wives. 

I reply'd, that he was not acquainted with Bloſ- 
ſac's Humour , and that if he pleas'd, before he 
- marry*d me, to make him the cropobl of marrying 
me upon the ſame Conditions that he gave me to 
another, [ made no queſtion by that he would ac- 
cept *em. 

[ gave this CharaQter of Bliſſae, becauſe I loy'd 
him ; and not beipg able to-conceal from my (elf 
the AﬀeRion I ha for him, I ndeavonr'd oh 
ſuade my elf,” that the Good Qualities which 1 con- 
ceited in him, render'd him a Perſon worthy of my 
love : And judging of his Sentments by my own, 
| imagin'd he' would never refuſe to-obtain me gt 


N any 


"any fate whatever. . Thus I forga 
of which 1 had till then accus'd him: And I 
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d 
Kill the vanity to flatter my ſelf that he would ne: 
ver have patichtly endur'd my being marry'd to 


another, had he bin inform'd of my Deſtiny. Upon 


this, I defir'd my Father to Jet me write ta him, 
and to = off the Wedding till I receiv'd his An- 
(wer. But my Father told me I was a Chicken, to 
imagin that a Man from whom I had not heard in 
ſo long time; would impair his Eſtate to purchaſe 
a Bedfellow. Yet ſuch were fiill the vain Hopes, - 
wherewith I was wont to flatter my ſelf in the ſuc- 
ceeding courſe of my Life : For 'F.always had a 
good- opinion of thoſe that lov'd me. , 

In the«#mean time my Husband met us with a 
Magnificent Train z and then, I muſt acknowledge, 
he appear'd to me quite another thing then what 
he ſecm'd to be apon the Road; So that after 1 
tag for ſome time wiſily view'd and confiderd him, 
I felt no farther reluancy to give him my hand , 
and therefore making a vertue-of necefli:y, 1 te. 


_folv'd co make the beit'of my Fortue. 
' ''- We ſtay'd.no langer in the Towrf where we ar- 


riv'd, then to get all things ready for the Nuptial 
Ceremonies: During which. time I was viſited by 
all the Neighbours ; and in regarg my Father was 
with no body ever. dreamt that I had bin hur- 


 'xy'd awhyin a Coach and Six Horles to a ftollen 
Wedding. 4: 4h, 


 *Sa ſoon as the fatal Knot was ty'd, we went to 


my Husband's Lordſhip, where my Father left me, 


having” all the reaſon in the world to believe that 


Be had diſpos'd of me co a plentiful and happy Be- 


He had before his departure written to my 
Mother, that he had met with my Riviſhcr, and 
had forc'd him to marxy me : That I had bin qpore 

C4 fortunate 
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famntnts then prudent ; for-that 1 had ſuffer'd my 


_ « {aff to be forc'd from the Convent by a Perſon of a 


great Eſtate, and of no mean Birth, 

My Father was deſirous that I ſhould approve 
his writing to my Mother after that manner'z and 
chat my being forc'd from the Nunnery ſhould be 
thought a Contrivance of my own. And this was 
another Blot upon my Reputation, and of which I 

too plainly foreſaw the Conſequences, For no bo- 
_ dy that ſaw my Father's Letter, queſtion'd the truth 
of my being ſtollen by force z and they as little 
doubted that.it was my Contrivance, becauſe they 
were ignorant that I was altogether a ſtranger to 
my Husband at that time. Beſides, my former In- 
clination for Bloſſac, ſo well known, render'd all 
that my Father had written too probable to.be de- 
. ni'd:. Nor was it any wonder that I ſhould have fo 

much wit, at Sixteen years of Ape, to waiſa ge a 

'Nuptial Amour, which was the only Remedy 1 
had to prevent my being lockt up in a Cloytler: 

Thus it fell out, that though 1 never deſerv'd it, 
I had all the Honour, or rather all the Shame of 
_ -this Intreague: My Wit was admir'd ; but People 
neither thought, nor ſpoke ſo well of my Prudence 
and Conduct. The. Story of my being taken by 
force out of a Nunnery, was the Diſcourſe of all 
Paris fox a long time, and every body told.it after a 
different manner. The Idea that all Perſ6ns had of - 
wy Wit and Contrivance for the carrying on of an 
Amoros Intriegue,ſheltcr'd my Father from having 
any hand in it. But the Relation it ſelf of the Matter 
of Fa& was ſo remote from Truth, that I ſhould, 
have deni'd it my ſelf, had I heard it repeated; 

.for there was no diſguiſe which they did not make 
- . me put on to facilitate my Eſcape out of the Cloy- 
ſic infomuch that'I was ſirangely UT - 

. n 
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gfind chat A cextally Author, in a Book, wherkih he 
has the goodneſs to name me, ſhould preſume-to 
aver, hart was dil; gujs'd in Man' O Apparal, and 
that I made my Eſcape in a Gardner's Cloaths. 
Thus if there be blit the leaſt foundation for Slan- 
der, ſhe.believes her ſelf fully authoriz*d to publiſh 
whatever Malice dares invent. And I am afſur'd 
that ſo many Scandalous Stories as are every "day 
made upon Perſons of my Sex are only the effe&t of 
this Malignity. Bat *tis too carly yet to make Re- 
fAleRtions. I have many other Adventures to. re- 
count, wherein you will find that SJander has as 
little fpar'4 me, though no more guilty , then in 
this. ; 
One of the firſt, to whom the- Story of my 
being forc'd from the Convent, and my Mar- 
riage , was told with all the moſt 'malicious 
Circumſtances that Publick Report could imbelliſh 
it withal, was Bliſſac, Which when he had heard, 
he ſcem's t0 repent his refuſing to meet me at the 
Time and Place appointed. For he had no other 
Reaſons to forbear ſeeing me, then the noiſe which 
\ ourLetters had made; and'not believing, that be- 
. ing ſo young as | was, I could have Diſcretion and 
Conduct enough to make uſe of all the Means and 
Opportunities that might preſent themſelves to fa- 
.vour our Private Meetings, he reſolv'd to ſtay till I 
had more Judgment. And beſides, he was not well 
ſatisfi'd with me, - becauſe he till conceited it was [ 
who had inform'd the Abbels of our private Amour. 
At leaſt it was this that he- told me in excuſe of - 
himſelf. For my part, I am perſuaded, by what 
 "happey'd after that , that from the time of thoſe 
Reports he ceas'd to. love me, | and that his 
Flame did not re-kindle, till the noiſe of my be- 


ing ford from the Convent gave him to under- _ 
ltand, 


[36] 


| Rand, that I was not. ſo much a Child as he rooly 
* me to be. 
However it were, whep he underſtood that | 
was marri'd to a Perſon much below him in Qua- 
- liry, and inferior co him in Eſtate, he reſold to 
find me out, not able to forget in what a paſhonate 
manner formerly | was wont to breathe into his . 
Amorous Breaſt my Vows and Reſolutions to be © 
always his. Nor was it an unuſual thing for him 
0 viſit the Province where my_Reliderice was, be- * 
cauſe his Grandfather had bin Povernit of itz and 
for that the Gentry of the Country had 2 prot 
value for his Reſpect and Name. 


= 
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7 the Second. 


Wi HILE Bloſſac was WR the Recove- 
ry of my Aﬀe&ion, T1 was wholly ken up 
with the br of eaſing my Husband. Me gh 
1 fov'd no body but him, tho in truth I conld make 
daily difcoveries, as well in his Di = tion, as in his 
Perion, of thoſe defeAs which in ſome meaſure ſiag- 
gcr'd mylInclination. He was a Man naturally given to 
_ debauchery, and one who preferr'd Wine and Good 

Chear before all other Pleaſure. He would be fre- 
\ quently fuddV'd ; and in that Condition he was ve- 
ry offenſive and diobliging is Language. He 
would be (till upbraiding mc, Wat inſtead of bring- 
-ing him a Portion, I had bin the cauſe of making 
him part with ſome of his Cholceſt Acrgs: And 
this Reprod he would uſyally throw upon me in 
Public. All People blary'd him, and took my part 
at thoſe times; but there was no alteration ; "it was 
not an. Injury that was offer'd. me now and then. 
Nevettheleſs, 1 difſembl'd it ſo well, that I gave 
w_ not the leaſt occaſion to accuſe me of failing in 
y Complatency and Reſpe& for him. I led x Life 
In fo Country very xctir'd ; having only the Socic- 
ty of one Gentleman that liv'd i m the Neigtibour- 
hood, a' Perſon of Wit and Learning. This was 
Mall. Balzac : He brought me to love Reading and 
Study ; and by his Advice | apply'd my felf to read 
more folid and ſubſtantial Authors then any I had 
hitherto known ; I found my (elf alſo well enclin'd 


fo learn = Languages, and to write with more 
exacnels 
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exacneſs then the generality of Women. _;,This 
| was both a diveriion to me, and procur'd mie much 
honour. in the Province ; ſo that I became, an Um» 
preſs among the Wits, and. Judge of their Works. 
Now receiving ſo many Verſes every day as I did, 
it may well be thought that they were ſent me com- 
pos'd in my Praile z and among Sparkling Wits, 
Ill 2fſure ye, there were ſome that made love-to 
me in Verſe. But I recciv'd nothing from their 
hands, with which | did not make my Husband 
acquainted z nor did I perceive that he had any in- 
clination to Jealouſy. But I did not long enjoy 
this Repoſe. Some body inform'd him, that before 
I was Twelve years of Age I had written Amorous 
| Letters to Blofſ:c, which had made a great deal of 

noiſe. Which made hit believe, that having diſ- 
cover'd (ſuch an early inclination to Love, I mult 
needs retain it Rill z; and being moreover conſcious 
of his il] uſage of WF a conceit came into his head 
chat I could not love him, and that therefore I muſt, 
have an Amorous Intriegue elſewhere. : 

Nor ias it long before he knew of whom it was 
that it behov'd him to be jealous. Bloſſac was come 
into the Province with ſome of ,his Friends ; and 
preſently they came all together to pay me a Vikit. 
I was alone in the Calile : But it is impoſhble to 
cxprel(s in what a (irange diforder all thg motions 
of my Body were, whcn ] behcld the Man who 
once had bin ſo dear to me. On the other fide, he 
ſeemed to me rio leſs embarraſs'd then my ſelf. After 
the tinſt Complements, his Friends commended the 
Situation and Beauty of the Caftle, and defir'd to. 
ſce the Apartimentss Which while they were do- 
ing, Bloſſac made a dextrous Eſcape from his Friends, 
and having founda way to ſpeak to me in Private, 


he gave me to underſtand in the moſt tender Ex- 
| preſlions 


| Ex} 
| preſſions in the World, that he had always.loy'd 
- and that I could not .in juſtice deprive him of 
a Heart which I had formerlggiv'no him.. But I had 
fill ſo much power left as to conjure him never to 
think more at leaſt, never to make me any. 
more Viſits. 'Nor did I forget to forbid him to 
write to me, fearing as I acknowledg'd to him, 
that my Husband would have no good opinion of 
* any familiar Intercourſe between us. ; | 

While we were thus in parley together, my .Huf- 
band arriv'd, and it was no body's fault but his 
own, if he did not perceive 'that Bl-ſſac and | had 
both been; weeping. I am apt to believe that he 
was ſenſible of the diſorder wherein he found us, 
but he difſembl'd it, and all the reti of the day de= 
mean'd himſelf with great. civility. 

The Marquis of Sauveboeyf was one of thoſe who 
accompani'd Bleſſac 3 and reſembl'd very. much the 
Young Sparks of the Times: He was incon{iderate, 
apd lov'd to talk to Women without diſcretion. I 
know not whether or no he had ever heard, thafl 
had once a kindneſs for Bl:fſac, or whether it were 
out of. a humour to pleaſe himſelf by crofſing my 
. Husband ; but all che time we ate chatting toge+ 
ther, he would till be-teſliog him, that 1 was the 
moſt Beautiful Woman that ever he beheld in his 
lifez anfrankly confeſs'd that he wou!d make love - 
to me, but that I liv'd in a Province ſo remote. 
Howeyer, becauſe what Saxveboewf pratt]'d was on- 
ly in-jeſt, my Husband took no offence at it. So 
that when I faw that my Husband ſeem'd fo well 
to underſtand Ralliery, to remove that jealouſy 
which he had of Blr{ac, I refolv'd, thongh very 
imprudently, to beſtow the main of ;my Civilitics 
upon Saxveboexf, and ſeem delirous to pleaſe him. 
. Whercin I did yery unadviledly ; for Bloſſac grew 

| SS |  xpcalcus 
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jealous of itz my Husband's Suſpicions werg there- 
by confirm'd 3 Seuveboewf.Jov'd me in eiineſt 1, 
all three took me forghe Arranteſt Cocquet in 
ture. $8 WET 33. 
_ _ Aﬀeer our Company had left us;"mh Husband no 
longer put any conſtraint, upon hiaſelf, but begath 
to reptoach me with what 1 had formerly done for 
| Bliſſac, and with what 1 had now done for Saxve- 
beef ; he ſwore he would not be the Cully of my 
Amours, and that f ſhould never ſir out of the 
- Caſtle. A 
' Some days after, he made a ſhew of having inter- 
cepted one of Bliſſae's Letters which confirm'd his 
Suſpicieriss He had bin ſo canningly melicious as 
'to compoſe the Letter himſelf 2: But I knew not 
what to think of it : 'For-indeed, notwithlianding 
the InjunQion I-had laid upon Bloſſsc not to write 
to me, | was afraid leſt he might have ventur'd a* 
- Letter 3 and I found my felf in a firange Laby- 
rinth.:. 4-46, | 
* And here I will aver it with-the ſame fn 
with which I purpoſe to write theſe Memoirs, that 
| it was not fo much what the Jealoaly of my Hoſ- 
band caus'd me+-to fear, that bufied moſt my 
thoughts 'in the ſad Refletions which I made upon 
my Deſtiny, as the conſequence of an:Amour, of 
which 1 had formerly bin ſenſible, and"which'had 
then got the maſicry of my Heart.'] I was more 
pleas'd to think that I was belov'd by Blfſac, then 
1 was afraid of my Hugband's Reſentment; I par- 
don'd Bleiſſac alſo for his kmprudence in writing to 
me: And laſily, Whatever ſeem'd to affure me of 
. his Fidelity, made a deeper impreſſion upon 'mpe, 
then all the Dangers to which he expos'd 'me. Ne- 
_ vertheleſs, I will ſay thus much more with the ſame 


ſincerity, that I had no deſign in all this, contraty 
ah ® . ' ro 
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* tomy Duty. I was alſo prepar'd to ſuffer whatever 

my fikband ſhould infli upon me. Nor did I hope 
forany other happineſs, then toobſerve a blind obe- 
dience to his Humour, and to foſicr at the bottony 
.of my Heart'the ſecret pleaſure of loving andther , 
with ſo much the more fidelity, becauſe I was re- 
ſolv'd to yield nothing to my Paſſion. -, What an 
Example of Vertue ſhoulg I have bin, had | had a 
Hysband. endu*'d with greater. Prudence ! But he 
ſpar'd me ſo little , and took ſo much care to cry 
me down, that Vexation and Deſpite made me 
loſe ſomething of the delicacy of my Sentiments. 
*T was my Qpiniog that I mighe ſeck a means to ſe- 
cure my Repay provided .Idid nothing that could 
bring reproach upon my Actions. : 

My Husband's behaviour toward me, gave ocaa> 
fjon to all. the Reports that were ſpread abroad at 
+ that time: *T was believ'd he did not uſe me ſo, 
without juſt cauſe ; Nay, it was reported, that du- 
_ ring the Viſtte which Blſſac paid me, my Hul- 

band had ſurpriz'd me in the very AQ. _ 
- My Husband' gave credit to that Scandal, and 
conceited with himſelf, chat it became him to treat 
'me as if I had bin guilty, So that the fear of being 
opprels'd, made me fiudy the moſi fpeedy. way to 
free my (clf out of his hands. To that purpoſe, one 
of my Women, and my ſelf , di{guis'd our.ſclres 
in the Habit,of Country Girls, and wtermixing our 
{clves with the Workmen that wrought in the Ca- 
file, we went out in the dusk of the Evening along 
. with them, and walk'd it to a Place where a Lac- 
quey, whole Fidelicy I had gaind by Reward, 
' (aid for us with Horſes. 

After we had rode all Night, we came the next 
Morning to a Convent, the Abbcſs of which had 
promis'd me ſancuary. * « 
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+ So ſoon as I was ſafe there, I wrote to my Huf- ' 
band, complaining of his Severity, which had con- 
ſtrain'd me to betake my ſelf to flight': And to ry: 
- Father, to inform him of the Reaſons why I left - 
. my Husband. . I beſought both the one and the - 
Other to examine without paſhon whether I had de- 
ſerv'd ſuch uſage. - My AﬀeRion alſo tempted me 
fo write to Bloſſac : But J had ſtrength enough to 
reſiſt that Temptation fearing leſt my Letter might 
be intercepted', and produc'd as a+ Teſtimony to 
prove me yuilty, at a time when it fo much con- 
cern'd me to appear innocent. y 
My Husband made me no return; But my Fa- 
ther ſent me word, that I had done ill to leave - 
him ; that he would write to him, in order to en- 
gaze him to take me home again 3 and that he 
woald not fail to be ſpeedily with me, and be a 
means to return'me reconcil'd into his hands. 
' How eaſy is it for People who behold the Misfor- 
tunes of others only at a diſtance, to take that 
courſe which then my Father took ! I was fo ill fa- 
tish'd with his Letter, that I wrote him an Anſwer, 
That I would rather dye then retutn to my Hulſe 
band, who being the firſt to accuſe his Wite of a 
Diſorder, which he well knew ſhe was innocent of, 
had thereby acquir'd a right to miſuſe her when he 
pleas'd.. | ch | 
My Father to appeaſe me, and at the fame time 
. to convince me that I was in the- wrong, ſent me 
| a Letter which my Husband had written to him, 
wherein he only complain'd of my little Aﬀection + 
for him, without mentioning #x word of thoſe Jea- 
_ Touſies and Suſpicions which he had manitclted to: 
me;: Pratefting on the other (1Je, that he had al- 
ways ador'd weg and ſwearing that he would 


ſparegfor nothing to make, me forget-the Cauſes 
rt ; which 
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eh he might have given me to complain of 

im. | | - 3-04 2 | 
My Father was mov'd with the Tenderne(s that 
appear'd in that Letter; and ad firfi I was mollif'd 
with it my felf ; fo little of evil did my Heart con- 
tain, and fo caſy would it have bin for my. Husband 
to have liv'd happily with me, would he have bin 
ſo pleas'd himſelf, But at length, upon a review 
of his Letter, I perceiv'd the Spirit of it, and I ſaw 
well that his Softneſs was only an Artifice to ſurprize 
me; And this confirm'd me more then ever in m 


Reſolution never to return home agen. | 
All this while my Reputation was cruelly at- 


tack'd ; And then I began to underſtand , that of 
all the Reſolutions that a Woman, whether guilty 
or innocent, can take, the work is to leave her Huſ- 
band's Houſe. Yet after all, how prejudicial ſoever 
this Reſolution was to my Reputation, it ſeem'd 
neceflary for my Repoſe, and 1 was of opinion that 
my Quiet ought to be moxe dear to me then my 
Honour. Doubtleſs this was an lution : For the 
one cannot be loſt without the other : And an ho- 
neſt Woman muſt never hope for repoſe, that ne- 
gles the caxe of her Honour. Such are the Extre- 
mities to which we are reduc'd by Matrimony. 
What Woman therefore would engage in it, did 
ſhe but conſider, that there is no other remedy for 
an unfortunate Woman, but to endure, without 
daring to complain of her Sufferings, or ſeck the 
meaps to avoid %em ? of 


ww 
. 


t in regard, that when 1 marri'd, I did not 
apprehend it was my duty to render my ſelf un- 
happy, I only made it my endeavour to ſet my felf 
at liberty. And I may alſo ſay, That the leſs ground 
I faw for the Reports that were ſpread abroad a- 


gainſt my Honour, the more Courago, atid the 
3 great? 


[ 34] 
greater Reſolution I had to contemn, 'm. But 1 
muſt alſo confeſs, that the more I was perſuaded 
that People had an ill opinion of me, the more I 
accuſtom'd my fſclf to ſlight the Probabilities that 
might confirm it. *I minted only to preſerve my 
elf innocent. That was all the vertue and the me- 
. Tit which I propos'd to my ſelf. Neither did my 
Delicacy aim ſo far as to appearexaQly what I was : 
whether it were, that I deſpair'd of ſucceſs, or that 
the love of my repoſe made that Niceneſs ſeem to 
me quite out of ſeaſon, But in ſhort, *twas only 
the obſtinacy of People to cry me down, which 
fix'd me in that diſpoſition of mind. I wiſh that 
Women, who are under the ſame Circumſtances, 
may not follow my Example ; if there be apy one 
however that can do otherwiſe. 

But to let my Father ſee that my Husnd's Let- 
ter was full of Artifice, | ſent him a new Scroll 
of all his ſevere Uſage and Menaces with which he 

R continually worri'd m&, and put me into hourly 
Frightsz and conjur'd him not to overwhelm me 
wk Deſpair , by obliging me to live with him 
again.. I muſt confeſs, that my Husband's ill uſage 
of me was not fſurhcient to authorize a Separation 
but it was too terrible for me to endure, I tremble 
every time I think upon it, that he ſhould threaten 
to keep me lockt up in the Caſtle ; and it raifes my 
Anger when 1 call to mind the j injurious and threat- 
ning Language which he continually peal'd in my 
Ears. More then this, I did not believe that a Wo- 
man was bound-to liay till utmoſt Extremities @be 
ſeparated from a Husband ; Nor did I much mind 
whether the Law or my Parents made the Separa- 

tion, provided we might be parted. 

In tac mean time 1 undertiood that my Father, 
inſt.ac of returning an Anſwer to my laſt Letter, 
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L 35 | 
was preparing to deliver me back into my Huf- 
band's poſſcſhoni. | | 
On the other fide, my Mother, who was afraid 

of nothing more then that I ſhould recurn to Paris, 

and put her to charges, wrote me troubleſorme Let- 
ters, wherein ſhe gave me thoſe admirable Leſſons, 
which I much queſtion whether ſhe would have pra- 

Qis'd her ſelf, had ſhe bin in my Condition, 

This made me take a Reſolution which I with- 
ſtood at firſt ; but which, after all, was that which 
Aatter'd ine molt, and of which the very thought 
afforded me conſolation in the midſt of my Frou- 
bles and Affiitions. I wrote to Bloſſac, and gave 
Him an Account of my Condition, dcliring his Ad- 
vice and Aﬀiſtance. However, becaule I was {ill 
afraid leſt my Letter ſhould be intercepted, I let no- 
thing fall from my Pen that-might give him the 
leaſt hint that 1 had till a Paſſion for him. I only 
ſeem'd to repair to him, as/to a general Friend, not 
knowing where elſe to addreſs my ſelf, But this, 
Precaution quite ruin'd me in the good opinion of 

Bloſſac, or rather ſerv'd as a pretence for his Incon- 


. Nancy. For certain it is, that if he had always lov'd 


me, he would never have quatrell's with me for 
making ſo little a ſhew of my Paſſion, becauſe he 
might well judge that I could not in prudence write 
otherwiſe, conſidering the Circumſtances I was 
under. 

I have already told ye, that he was jealous of 
my Civilities to Sawveboeuf. This Jealouſy was, 
ſfirengthen'd by the many Reports which my Huſ- 
band had ſpread about to my Dilſgrace. For in all 
Companies where he took pains to diſhonour me, 
Sarveboeuf 's Name was not forgotten. And the ve- 
ry naming of a Perſon who was fam'd for being 
ong of the greateſt Intrieguers about the Coun- 
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try, was enough to render the Calumny probable. 

' Now Bloſſac pot finding in my Letter my former 
tenderneſs of Expreſſions, believ'd me another 
Woman; and that it was not out of inclination or 
preference that I addreſs'd my elf to him, . but out 
of pare neceſſity.So that he was neither a Lover that | 
had the Tenderneſs, nor a Friend that had the Ge- 
nerolity to ſerve me. He return'd me an Anſwer the 
fatteſt,the moſt ſpropoſitous, and the moſt offenſive 
in the World, reproaching me with my ill Conduc, 
and my natural propenſity to Coquettry. Alas! he 
forgot that 'twas himſelf who had infus'd that pro- 
penſity into me : And his Pertidiouſnefs went fo far 
as to make that criminal in me, which I had only 
done for his ſake. | 

I read over his Letter no leſs then ten times, mot 
being able to perſuade my ſelf that ever he could 
have been. capable of ſo much Ingratitude as to 
write to. me in that manner. But being fully at 
length convinc'd of it, I ceas'd from that monient 
to have any longer for him, I will not ſay, not 
only the leaſt Inclination, but the leaſt Efteerr, I 
was aſtoniſh'd that I ſhould be ſo long before I un- 
derſtood it ; and I repented that I had not taken a 
Reſolution to deſpiſe him, from the very time.that 
he refas'd to give me the meeting already ſpoken of. 
This ſpeedy change in my heart in reference toBloſſac, 
convinc'd me that there is not any Woman ſenſible 
of her Honour, who is proof againſt ſome certain 
Injuries, From that time forward I could never en- 
dure either to ſee, or have any value for him. All 
that I could do, in conſideration of the Sentiments 
which he had inſpir'd into me, was only never to 
name him. I know not whether all Women will 
approve this ſpeedy Reſolution of mine td forget 


him. But I can hardly believe there is any Wo- 
- [1M 
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man 4o low-ſpirited, as to continue her AﬀecQion to 
a Man that ſhould forſake her in neceſſity,and under :, 
a ſlight Pretence, when unfortunate only for- his 
fake. We may pardon Inconſiancy, Fantaſtical Hu» 
mour, and evcn Injurics themſclves, when they are 
not the Character of a Baſe and Intereticd Heart ; 
but I cannot believe it other then a Crime to love 
a Man who ſuffers a Woman whom he has lov'd, 
and who craves his Aſſiſtance, to become a prey to 
her Enemies. He ought to have ſerv d me without 
any helication, and that done, he might have choſen 
whether he would have lov'd me or no. And there. 
fore in my opinion I did no more then what any Ra- 
tional Woman would have done, in defacing him 
out of my heart. 

So {oon as I had receiv'd the foremention'd Letter, 
and that it had caus'd ſo fuddain a change in my 
Aﬀection all things, methought began to look with a 
new face.[ did not think my Husband's Behaviour fo 
hateful as it ſeem'd to be: 1 blam'd my felt for ha- 
ving left him; and I expected the arrival of my Fa- 
ther with as much impatience, as fear of {ſee- 
ing him before. I. found no relutancy to ſubmit 
to what he had propoundedto me ; and I lookt up- 
on the Misfortunes which 1 had ſo much dreaded,to 
be no other then the cffe&s of vain Terror. By 
which we may-ſce, that Love is that which gives 
what TinQure it pleaſes to things 3 and that when 
a Woman ceaſes to have a Paſſion for another Man 
befides her Husband, ſhe has courage enough, cither 
not to' magnify the cauſes of her fear, or elſe not ta 
be afraid at all, How happy had I bin, had I con- 
fider'd theſe things ſooner, and had always remem- 
ber'd *em during the continu'd courſe of my Life. 

How great a power did my Father believe he had 
over me, when he beheld me ſo ſubmiſſive to what- 
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| ever he requir'd of me! However, he could not 


gueſs at the Reaſons that- render'd me (o pliallle. 
He aſcrib'd my Docility to my own Good Nature, 
and his Paternal Authority ; and he had ſuch an 
eſicem and friendſhip for me, that he (wore, if ever 


my Husband gave me any juſt cauſe to complain of 


him, he would come himſelf to deliver me out of 
his hands, and force him by dint of Sword to do 
me jultice. I told my Father, that I hopd 
there would. be no cauſe for any ſuch Extre- 
mities, ſeeing that I ſhould ſo demean my. (elf to- 
ward my Husband , that he himſelf would do 


" me juſtice, and repair the Injuries he had done me. 


My Father, as he was about to leave me, ask'd me 
whether he ſhould bring my Husband along with. 
him the next Day. I made anſwer that he could 
not bring him too foon; and that if he were in any 
place near at hand, it would be a kindneſs to let 
me ſee him preſently. Immediately my Father went 
to him, tor it ſcems they came both together z and 
within half an hour after, my Father return'd, and 
brought my Husband along with him: 1 mult con- 
fels that his manner of accoſting me excited my 
pity : And it was the firſt time I thought I could 
erceive that he lov'd me, Till then my Eyes. 
had bio bewitch'd, ſo ſtrangely was I prepoſſeſs'd 
with my AﬀeQion for Bloſſac., And was ſenſible 
of what I had never yet+in ſenſible in his favour, 
And all this, wanting words, we could only expreſs 
by our Carefſes and our Tears. For my Father not 
doubting but that the Reconciliation was ſincere 
on bath fides, made a long Sermon.upon the Obli- 
gations that requir'd him to love me, laying all the 
wrong upon him ; ſo well had my Ingenuity per- 


-ſnaded him that I was in no fault, 


 Tleft the Abby, and two days after we drovewdi- 
, , reQly 


| UW I 
. realy to my Husband's Cafile. All People admir'd 
- that[ had ſo eafily recover'd my ſelf from my Tran- 
ſports 3 but no body knew the rrue Reaſon. 1 then 
thought my ſelf happy, and was in hopes, that by 
my blameleſs Demeanour, and my ſincere Aﬀecion 
for my Husband, I ſhould wean him from his De- 
| baucheries, to which I afcrib'd his Irregularities and 
 Capricio's. 

But I forcſaw not 'the New Misfortune that 
threaten'd me ; and that I was near a Precipice of 
more Pernicious Extremitics then thoſe from which 
I had fo lately eſcap'd. | 

My Father, who would by no means leave us till 

-he had perfeRGly reconcil'd us, kept us company, re- 
ſolving to ſpend Tom tir at the Caſtle. He and 
my Husband were both a Horfcback, 1 in a Litter 
the uſual Carriage made uſe of for Women of Qui- 
lity in the Province where we liv'd. Scarce had” 
we rode three Leagues, but we ſaw ſeveral Horſe- 
men come poudring towards us upon the full ſpeed. 
By and by, as they came near, they drew their 
Swordsz which making us believe that their deſign 
was upon us, all our Attendants ran away. -My - 
Father and my Husband. made ſome reſiſtance at 
firſt; _ but being over-number'd , were forc'd to 
yield ; and the Litter was conlkrain'd to return the 
ſame way it came. bn 
. For my own part, I was in {uch a Conſterna- 
tion, and Fear had (o diſorder'd my Senſe and Un- 

.- derſtanding, that I nevcr knew Sauveboerf, till he 
made me a Complement, and told me, that he 
eſteem'd himſelf moſt happy, to come info ſeafo- 
nably to my Reſcue from the violence of my Huſ- 

. band. I was about to undeceive- Sauvebotzf, and 
let him know, that my Husband and I were recon- 
cil'd, when my Father, who had got looſe, I know 
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[40] 
ot how, from the Sparks that fio fro, came fe 
tir g up with his Sword in his hand, and threaten 


to kill me, Upon which Sauveboeuf not believing 


it ſafe to truſt me in ſuch rude. hands, -carxi'd me - 
away by force, notwithſtanding all that I could fay 


or plead for my elf. 
' Thus by the moſt unexpeced Accident that ever 
was, I land my ſelf as it were torn from the hands 


_ of. my Husband, at a time when I began to love 


him ; and I becamic at the ſame time an Innocent 
Occaſion of new Stories and freſh Calamities to the 


prejudice of my Reputation, when I was wholly ta- 


ken up with a deſire to have fix'd gay ſelfto my duty. 


What a noiſe did this Story make z and what did - 


not Pcople ſay of me ip 'F.; Worldef My Father and 
my Husband made no queſt 


to this Act of Violence; And being ſo prepoſleſs'd, 


they made no wonder that I ſo readily conſented | 


to my Reconciliation 3 and after this, my Father 
no le( readily believ'd whatever my Husband had 
fold him before. And indeed, Probabilities rendegd 
thE Proceeding ſo Criminal, chat neither the one nor 
the other could well excuſe me. And upon this 
they were fo incens'd- againſt me and Sauveboenf, 
that without. any conſideration of their owt Ho- 
nours and my Reputation, they went to Bordeaux, 
to make their Complaint to the Parlament, 

But they were not a little amaz'd to meet Sawve- 


boeuf there, who to juſtify me as I had defir'd him,” 
had follow'd *em to that City. However, *twas 


in vain for him to lay before *em,, that 1 had no 
hand in the Violence : For that was thought to be 


an ge only to hinder the Proſecutibn of the Law. 
ce mean time Publick Report had lng | 


Yn 


abroad a new Story, by which i It was given 0y 


chal 


ion, but that it was a 
Contrivance of mine which had engag'd Sauveboeuf 


C 4r | 
that Saxveboeef, having forc'd me from my Frihds; 
only to on a tranfitory Paſhon, 'had left me fo 
ſoon as he had humour'd his looſe Deſires. 

What a troubleſome thing it is to lie at the mercy 
of certain ConjunQures ! while every body takes 
the liberty to vent Probabilities for truth ; ſo that 
it-may be ſaid that the good or bad Reputation of 
' Whmen depends upon the Circumſtances of their 
Adventures. 

' Befides that $auveboeuf was well eſtcem'd in the 
Parlament of Boxrdeaux, and had' very powerful 
Friends, there was another Reaſon which hinder'd 
my Father and my Husband from proſecuting this 
Aﬀair, Nor di Sauveboeuf ſhun *em, but waited 
on *em himſelf to give 'em an Account of his Con- 
duc; and among other things he told *em, that 
the ſame day that he forc'd me from *em, he carrid 
me back to the Nunnery which I left that Morning. 
Ce ainly they muſt have bin moſt dreadfully pre- 
*poſle(s'd againſt me, to queſtion my lnnocency aftey 
that. For, in ſhort, had I lov'd Sawuveboenf in ſuch 
a manner as they ſcem'd to believe, and to that 
end, had engag'd him to force me out of their 
hands, moſt afſuredly I would never have return'd 
the ſame day to the Convent; I ſhould have doubt- 
| lefs choſen ſome other SanQtuary 3 nor would I fo 
ſoon have taken care to juſtify my ſeit. * 

My Father and my Husband 5 a (hew of gi- 
ving credit to what Sawveboeuf told *em ; and fo, 

quitting their . Proſecutions, perhaps becauſe they 
thought they ſhould get nothing; by *em, they re- 
turn'd to me, who ftay'd all this while in the Con- 
vent. But this Viſit was quite different from the 
former. They both of them diſtruſted me ; nei- 
ther had I thoſe kind thoughts of my Husband as 
before, while I began to look on ag d with no 
indifferent Eye. Thus 


£463 


Thus we quitted the Convent a ſecond time : 
But then I muſt acknowledge, I follow'd my Fa- 
ther and my Hasband with as much ReluQancy and 
Sadneſs, as Chearfalneſs and Joy before this un- 
lucky Adventure. | 

My Father ftaid with us a few days z and before 
he left me, he prepar'd me for all the cold Tre "oe 
ments of my Husband ;, which in a little time 
fail'd not to make me ſentible of. I did all that lay 
in my power to remove from my Father's mind all 
thoſe Sulpicions , which my being forcibly carri'd 
away had created i in him; But he made me anſwer, 
that nothing but my future behaviour could uade- 
ceive him, and that if ever | gave him occaſion to 
be diſpleas'd with me again, I muſt never expect 
to find any Protection among, my Relations. And 
thus I became expos'd to greater Misfortunes then 
thoſe which hitherto had befallen me: 

Some time after | found my ſelf to be with 
Child ; and becauſe it pleas'd my Husband'to for 
oct that we had bin together near two days when 
he came the firti time with my Father to the Con- 


_ vent, he imputed to Sauveboewf what he ought not 


to have imputed to any but himſelf. Never had 


.Calumny a weaker foundation ; For all the World 


knew, that fince my tirſt acquaintance with Sauve- 
brewf, he had never ſpoken to me but in the pre- 


fence of Witneſſes. But whether*it were that my 


Husband reſolv'd to ruin me , or that it was his 
pleaſure to affert an untruth, he openly declar'd 


_ thatT could not be with Child by him. 


Then I foreſaw all the Sorrows that afterwards 
befel me. 1 wrote to my Father an Account of my 
Condition, and of the Injury my Husband did me : 


_ But,my Father di'd about the ſame time, which re- 


doundcd fill to my diſgrace, and became an addi- 
/ tion 
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tion to: my Misfortune, betauſe his Death was im- 
puted to my having broken his heart. Nox was 
there any body now. left to whom I could repair for 
Succour, but m_M ber, who perfeRly hated me; 
and for fear I ſhould return home, was the firſt 
that confirm'd my Husband's Suſpicions, and in- 
fus'd into him thoughts of ſhutting me up in a 
_ Nutinery, _ P; 

I ſhall not ſay anything how I y'd after this with 
my Husband. -There is no need that the World 
ſhould be infgrm'd.of my ill uſage, to beger com» 
paſſion of my Misfortunes. My Condition was ſuf- 
ficient to make People apprehenſive that never Wo- 
man was more unfortunate. | es. 

I alſo owe ſo much prudence fo the. Memory of a 
Man whoſe Wife I was, to ſay nothing'of him, more 
then whag I cannot diſpence with ere the World 
know: But certain it is, that I ſuffer d whatever 
Cruelty and Scorn could invent to torment a Wo- 
man. | 
Ac length, in the midſt of that deſpair to-which 
I was reduc'd ; and dreading as well for my ſelf, 
as the Child in my Womb, all thoſe diſmal Conſe- 
quences which I had reaſon to. fear, once more I 
thought-ict my beſt way to commit my ſelF#to the 
Fortune, of a ſecond Flight. - This Deſign of mine 
Ii ted to Balzac, who, as I ſaid before, was a 
neat"Neighbour of mine, and often came to vilit- 
me. He advis'd me to go to Bourdeaux, and 
complain to the Parlament.,, This , no queſtion, 
was good Counſel, but'my- love for Sqazveboewf 
would not let me follow it; and forc'd me to take 
a bad Reſolution. IT went to the Marchioneſs -of 
| R-— For the vexation of having recourſe to a 
Rivaleſs did not ſo: much. preyail with me, as the 


hopes of obtaining by her Alliance the ſuccour and 


protecion 
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77 | RIM 
proteRion of a Perſon whom I Tov'd : But I never 
committed a fault in my life, for which I deſerv'd 
to be more ſeverely rebuk'd, then this. - Yet after 
all, whither muſt a Woman cgrry:her Complaints, 
when ſhe is altogether void of Succour, and has al- 
ſo a prevailing Paſſion in her Heart that blinds her 
Reaſon, =o *_ 

Sauveboeuf was,in Languedocy and the Marchionels, 
as jealous of me 2 could poſſibly be of her, found 
2 means to render fruitleſs'all the Letters which 1 
wrote to him , either by ftopping *em, or by pre- 
poſſeſſing him againſt me. Act leaſt this was what I 
imagin'd ; not,being able to perſuade my ſelf, that, 
a Man ſhould teſtify ſo great a Paſſion for me, yer 
never write -me back one Anſwer, in fuch a deplo- 
rable Condition as mine. © 

Thus it was that I was well enough puniſh'd for 
the choice I had made of the Marchioneſs's Houle. 
Not that the Marchioneſs fail'd in any point of 


| Civility toward me ; but on the other fide, did 


me a thouſand good Offices : Butin ſhort, I ſuffer'd 
my ſelf co be beholding to a Woman who receiv'd 
Letters every day from Sawveboeuf,, white I could 
hear no tydings what was become of him. I found - 
I was foo unfortunate to have faithful Friends. 
But as unfortunate as | was, 1 found my ſelf vain 
enough not to digeft the ſeeing another ſo ſeugrely 
preferr'd before me. Wy 

 reſolv'd therefore to quit the Marchioneſs, and 
that I might conceal the motive of my Reſolution, 


I faign'd the Receit of Letters from my Mother, _ 


who had ſent for me to lye in at Paris. She believ'd 
it z or elſe ſhe diſſembl'd the believing of it: And 
ſo, though very near my time, I ſet forward in the 
Road to Par, not knowing where to lodge when 
I came there : - For I never thought that my Mother 
would ever receive me. I or- 
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_'T order'd therefore two Places to be hir'd in the 
Pablick Coach under another Name ; and fo 1 de- 

* parted, attended only by one of my Chamber-maids. 
Now in regard that none of the Paſſengers khew 
me, 1 heard my ſelf pent'y talk'd © - during the 
Journgy. Nothing made more a noiſe in the Pro- 
vince, then this my fecond. Flight from my Huf- 
band's Houſe. *Twas all the Diſcourſe of . the 

" Strangers in the Coach s and I hag more then once 

 anoccaſion to be angry at the foolerics which they. 
pratt'd. There was one Man, whom I never ſaw 
in my life, who averr'd that he was perfeQtly welt 

acquainted with me , and who not dreaming that 
he was trifling in my preſence, maintain'd, that it 
was none of his fault that he had not bin one of 
my Gallants. He affirm'd, that I had left my Huſ- 
band to run after Sawveboexf 5+ and he added to all 
the reſt a thouſang Abominable Circumſtances.. And 
thus it is that wE'meet with People every day, who 
corroborate Scandal by a falſe Honour which they 
attribute to themſelves; and who, that they may 
ſcem to be privy to Aﬀairs that make a great noiſe, 
invent Particulars of whilth they pretend to under- 
ſtand the original Reaſon, I had a mind more then - 
once to have confounded thoſe Calumnies by dif- 
covering my felt : But I thought it much berter, 
without making my ſelf known, to take the Lady's 
part, of whom ſo much ill was ſpoken. @&. 

I was not ignorant that I was becor® the pub- 
lick Diſcourſe; but I never imagin'd that Scandal 
was arriv'd to that height, as I'had reaſon to 
know, td my coſt, by the Things that were diſ- 

eours'd of in my own hearing. Which ſhews us, 
that how much viliff'd foeyer a Woman may be, 
ſhe never thinks her ſelf fo mach cri'd down as ſhe 

is. And therefore it would bervery requiſite ſome- 
WE rimes, 


upon me, to the prejudice of that Fidelity which'T 
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times, that they who have given the World an oc- 


In cafion to'cenſure their Conduct, ſhould hear what . 


People fay 'of *em. Perhaps they might make a 
better advantage of ſuch a piece of Knowledge then 
I did. For I believing that nothing could becharg'd 


ow'd my Husband, whatever they ſaid mov'd me 
no more , then only to ſtir up within me a ſecret - 
delire of Revenge, Whereas I ſhould have under- 
fiood, that ſeeing outward Appearances afforded _ 
Calamny ſuch fair Handles to lay hold of, 1 ſhould 
have bin more circumſpeR to have avoided em. 

The heat wherewith IT took the part of thoſe 
Ladies whom the Publick fignalizes for Adventures, 
won me the Friendſhip of a Young Gentlewoman 
who rode in the Coach with her Husband. ' They 
were Perſons, who ifter they had reſided for ſome 
time in the Province whexe the#Husband had a 
very conſiderable Employment, were returning to 
Paris, 'where they had left their Family. The Huſ- 
band was calld M. Laval : And Mademoiſelle Laval + 
was a Lady pretty enough to make me believe that 
ſhe was a little concern'd In my defence of the Wo, 
men. However, they ſeem'd to-live, both of *em, in 
perfeQ agreement, and their Union made me envy 
their happineſs, and bemoan the Fate of Young 
Virgins of Quality who are facrific'd to Intereſt. 

I had Mill taken my Meaſures, and was ſo near 
my Time, that I was forc'd to ſtop in a Little Vil- 
lage, within a Day's journey of Paris. Mademoiſelle 
Laval would not leave me; but judging by my de- 


portment that I was a Perſon of Quality, defir'd her 


Husband that he would let her ſtay with me: - 
And he was fo complaiſant, as to giye her per- 
miſſion, 


I was 


* * 
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_ _ I was brought to bed of a Boy, who. has fince 
made me amends for the Misfortuneg of his Birth, 
by his Merit, and the Reputation he has acquir'd. 
But a Son , who has bin ſo much the more a Suf- 
 ferer for my ſake, becauſe he never fail'd in his Re- 
ſpe& andTenderneſs for a Mother, who too frequent- 
ly, yet without being guilty, gave him occafion to 
complain; RE ” Rs 
'. I was three Weeks before I was able to fitups 
and all the while Mademoiſelle never left meg tor 
. which I oblig'd her to accept of a Diamond, as a 


ſmall recompence of her Care. Soon after her Huſ- _ 


band came to viſit us, and ſeeing the Preſent 1 had 
made his Wife, he offer'd me his Houſe in Pars : 
A kindneſs which 1 was willing to accept, till I 
had ſounded how my Mother ſtood affected to- 


wad me. 
E, ſoon as came tomy Lodging, I ſent her, by 
my Maid, a Letter, which I had: written in ſuch a 


Stile as I thought moſt prevalent to mollify her Ob- . 


duracy, giving her-an account bf my being brought 


to bed, and of the Reaſons that forc'd me'to leave 


my Husband. But- upon reading it, ſhe burſt out 
into ſuch a heat of Indignation againſi me, as no 


way became a Parent, nor would ſhe vouchſafc ſo 


much as to ask where I lodg'd : Neither did my 
Maid, ſceing her in ſuch a Chafe, think'it proper 
to tell her. All that the Maid could obtain from 
her was, that ſhe would receive the Child ; and I 
order'd it to be carri'd to her, with a ſecond Let- 
ter, which had no better Succeſs then the formicr 5 
for ſhe fiill refus'd to ſee me. 

This Severity of my Mother moſt cruelly per- 
plex'd me; And I thought to have appli'd my ſelf 


to my Relations : But fearing to tind them: vo leſs 


morolc and inflexible then the, I reſfoly'd to let no 
body 
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body underſtand who I was but Mbnhieur Laval, 
and Mademoiſe]le :Laval ; in hopes thereby to &n- 
gage 'em to a continuance of- their Cares. But it 
had a contrary Effet, Monficur Laval became jea- 
lous. He imagin'd that the Friendſhip which his 
Wife had ſhew'd me , had no other ground then 
the conformity of our Inclinations. The Stories that 
had bin told him in the Province, and what he had 
heard in the Coach, made him believe me to be a 
| Woman that had neither Honour nor Condud ; 
and thus affuring himſelf that I was a Perſon of a _ 
lewd Converſation, he bid his Wife give me fair 
- warning to,provide nie another Lodging, and for- 
bad her to have any farther familiarity with me. 

- Mademoiſel Laval, who had till a greater friend= © 
ſhip for me wheri ſhe knew who I was, was at her + 
Wits-end, having receiv'd ſuch abſolute and p&t- 
remptory Orders from her Husband : She told my 
Maid, ' and ſhe brought me the News. 

Theſe unſcaſonable Tydings niade me very unea- 
ly : Nevertheleſs I told Madam Laval, that it was her 
Duty to obey her Husband ;z and I made her a long 
Sermon upon that SubjeR, ſiuft with Admonitions 
and Leſſons, which I had more treaſon to practiſe 
chen ſhe. But this is mot the firſt time that we 
have ſeen People quick fighted in the Omiffions of 
others, that were always blind in the obſcryance of 
thtir own Negleas. ke 

She promis'd me, that whatever Lodgings 1 took, 
| ſhe would find a way tocome and viſit me. Thus 
I left Madam Laval!'s Houſe, and kir'd a Lodging 
ready furniſh'd z from whence I ſent, time after 
time to my Mother , that whenever ſhe pleas'd to 
hear me, and be a means that I might have juliice 
done, I would not refuſe to xeturn to my Husband. 
. Blit I was altoniſh'd, whicn inſicad of receiving any 
anſweft 
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anſwer from my Mother, I underſtood that my 
Husband was come to Paris, that he never ftirr'd 
out of her Houſe ; and that both of *em ſpar'd for 
no coſt to obtain an Order from the King togſhut 

. mmeup in a Cloyſter, *' | 

* Fearing therefore leſt they might acccmpliſh their 

Deſign, I reſolv'd to lie conceal'd, till I could meet 
ſome Perſon, under whoſe ProteQion I might have 

' Juſtice done my Innocence. | 

In the mean time, my Money was almoſt all gone, 

and I began to be afraid of Neceſſity and Poverty, 
which are doubtleſs the ſevereſi of all Puniſhments, 
when my: Maid came to me With a great deal of 
joy, and told me, that ſhe had met Blrſſac, that ſhe 
had inform'd him where 1 lay, and that he had 
promis'd to come and vifit me the fame day. 

Now that which fill'd my Maid with ſo much 
joy, was her hopes that Bloſſae would bffer tne Mo-' 
'ney3 for ſhe was not ignorant of my Wants ; be- 

ſides that, a Perſon the leaſt ſcrupulous of any inthe 

World, and would willingly have propounded to 

me all ſorts of ways to get Money , had ſhe found 
me gaiſpos'd to fellow her Counſels. - 

I chid her ſeverely for telling Bleſſac where T. 

lodg'd, ſceing I had refolv'd never to f:e him more 
and at the ſame time, aftet I had paid my Landlord, 

I remov'd immediately to another Houſe, letting 

no body know where I lay, unleſs it were Madam ' 

Laval; reſolving rather to ſuffer. the Indignities of 

Want, then tobe oblig'd to ſo unworthy a Perſon. 

All the while my Maid us'd all her Art, with a 

world of Tittle-tattle to vanquiſh my unfeaſonable 

Pride, as ſhe call'd it, and quoted me a hundred 

Women of as great Quality as my ſelf, to convince 

me by their Example, that I was not to refuſe any 

Relief when I Rood in need of it, But at the fame 

E eime 
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time. Madam Laval, who gueſt at my Condition, | 
brought me Forty Piſtoles, which ſhe defir'd me to 
accept., I perceiv'd (he had fold the Jewel which _ 


] gave her; fo that I refus'd at firſt to receive the 
Moftcy. But judging by the manner of her preſent- 
ing it, that ſhe would think her felf highly difob- 
lig'd if 1 refus'd her Offer, I compli'd with her' 
Kindneſs. 
As for my Maid, ſhe endeavour'd to perſuade me 
_ to admit Bloſſuc to give me a Vilit, though it were 
but once, and no more ; and ſeeing ſhe loſt time in 
Perſuaſions, ſhe went her ſelf to find him out, and 
told him doubtleſs where 1 lodg'd: for he appear'd 
to me like an Apparition., when I leaſt expeRed 
him. *Tis true, my Misfortunes had not-alter'd 
me in the leaſt; and I was glad that he found me 
the ſame as he had ſeen me formerly, that 1 might 
make him the more ſenſible of the Entertainment 
I reſolv'd to give him. : | 
Madam Laval was then in the Room, and was a 
Witneſs of our Converſe. $9 ſoon as he ſaw me, 
he bluſh'd and turn'd pale almott at. the ſame time. 
Preſently, at the firſt view of him, I roſe up, and 
going towards him, I ask'd him what his Buſineſs 
, was, and deur'd him to be gone. Neverthelels, he 
would have put on an Airof Familiarity ; but find- 
ing ſuch a coldnels in my Reception, he laid afide 
his Gayety yy and ask'd me what I had to obje 
againſt him? 1 an{wer'd him, that I knew him 
not ; that in truth, I took him torgnerly for one of 
my Friends, but that 1 had bin miliaken in him. 
Now becauſe he was ccn'cioas that he had. pro- 
vokd ime, he told me, that it he did not come to 
my Athitance, he had Reaſons for it, which he 
hop'd would fatisty me, when I heard 'cmm. But 
pcrceixing that I would not heark'n to him, he 
drew 
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drew a Purſe, which he defir'd me to acept; ad- 
ding withal , that I might have occafion for it. [ 
refus'd it ; he would have giv'n it my Maid ; but - 
I forbid. her ſo ſeverely to receive it, that ſhe durſt 
not diſobey me. Bloſſae ſeeing rme thus obftioate, 
in a kind of tury ptit up his Purſe into his Pocket; 
and going out of the Room, in an infolent manner 
' told me, that the next time I wanted him, 1 ſhould 
come after him. 

I made Madam Laval acquainted with the Rea- 
ſons I had to be offended with Ble(ac,, and 'ſhe 
. commended me for ufing him as I had done: - 

She had a Kinſman that liv'd at the Hnſte!” 4 
Epernon, whoſe Name was Morille : And one day 
ſhe took an occafion to talk to him concerning me, 
and the Condition I was in. Morille was generous 
and obliging : And for that Reaſon, compaiſiona- 
ting my Suffcrings, he ſpoke of me to the 'Dake of 
Candale. | 

The Duke, to whom my Name was not. un- 
known, and who had heard talk. of my, Adven- 
tures, gave Morille Orders to wait upon me, and 
to give Madam Laval two hundred Piftoles for my 
preſent Occafions. Madam Laval was too much 
my Friend, to conceal from my knowledge that 
Morille ated by the Duke of Candale's '; ay : 
And I was willing to be beholding to the Duke, 
becauſc | had reafon to belicve, that what he did 
was only out of Generofity z of which I was fo 
much the more readily convinc'd , becauſe he did 
not ſeem tq have any deſire to ſee me. 

I muſt confeſs, 1 was not a little taken with the 
Duke's Civilitics ;; and a little thing perhaps would 
have perſuaded me not to have taken amiſs a Viſit 
from him. But I underſtood ſoon after, that there 
. was ſomething of Intereſt in his Generoſity. F or 
£4 | 0 
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ſo ſoon;,as he underſtood that I had accepted his. 
two hundred Piftoler, he ſent to me that he might 
be admitted to kiſs my: Hand, which I could not 
well refuſe him. He ſpoke not a word that tended 
to give me the leaft intimation of whats he had 
done z and always interrupted me, when he per- 
ceiv'd me going about to teſtify my acknowledg- 
ment. But though he were (o diligent to prevent 
my Acknowledgments of his Generolity, he affe&ed 
moles to talk of the Paſſion, which as he ſaid ,, he 
had for me : And I was bound to hear him, and to 
believe ſome part of his Diſcourſe, 
There was nothing in my heart that oppos'd the 
Iaclination'that I had for him, but the neceſſity of 
oblig*d tor him, under which 1 labour'd. Thus 
by an odd cffe@& of Scruple and Delicacy, : the ſame 
things, which having convinc 'd me of his Genero- 
ly,” had infus'd into me an clieem and value for 
him, hinder'd me from reſolving to give him proofs 
of it. 1 muſt confeſs, that had I not bin beholding 
'to him, 1 am apt to think I ſhould have had as 
great an Aﬀection for him as he proteſted Love for 
me. But imagining with my ſelf, that it would 
be ſulpeced my Paſſion was grounded upon Intereſt, 
] took a Reſolution to refiti whatever might ripen 
' an Inclination for him. For this reaſon | anſwer'd 
him in ſuch a manner as might deprive him of all 
hope z and I conjur'd him allo never to ſee me 
more, till ] was in a condition to acknowled ge his 


Bounty. 
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UT the World is fo perſuaded that Women 
LJ arc altogether govern'd by Intereſt, that the 
Duke of Condale made no queſtion of my having a. 
private Amour ſomewhere elſe. Which made him 
talk to the Count of B—— of my contempt of In- 
tereſt, as of a Novelty newly come into the World. 
The Count, who was one of thoſe that believ'd 
there could be no honeſt Woman, told him that he 
had bin a Cully to his own Generofity ; and offer'd 
to give him proofs of it. To which purpoſe he 
re{olv*d toenter into a firi& acquaintance with me, 
as well to undeceive the Duke, as to rank me 
among his Heroefſes. But he was miliaken in his 
Aims 3 for he found nothing in the Reception I 
made him, that was for his purpoſe, to embelliſh 
his Memoirs withal. After I had refus'd to hearken 
to a Perſon who had highly oblig'd me, it could: 
' not be imagin'd I would be over haſty to flatter the 
Afſfiduitics of one who attempted my Vertue, to 
make ſport with it. "> 

At firſt he ſent me Letters without any Name ; as 
if my Fortune had depended upon his Conqueſt ; 
and becauſe he wrote better then another, he 
thought I would be glad to entertain a Correſpon- 
dence with fo witty a Lover. I found his Letters 
very pretty ; but I was not in a Condition to take 
any delight in reading 'em : And when I ſaw * 
that he perſiſted in writing to me , I not only 
refus'd to receiy *em, but burnt thoſe which I 
E 3 had 
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had already xeceiv'd, in the preſence of Madam 
Laval. l ; 

However, the ill fate of thoſe Letters did not 
diſcourage the Count 3 and being inform'd of the 
time and place where I went to Maſs, he made his 
appearance there ſeveral times ; and becauſe I 
would not be ſeen to take any notice of him, he 
accolted me. At what time after he had teſtif*d to 
me his extraordinary defire to be acquainted with 

' m2, he talk'd to me of his Letters: I anſwer'd him, 
that I had never-read *em; that the Buſineſs which 
detain'd me at Paris, would not'permit me to loſe 
ſo much time; and more, that I did not under- 
ſtand why he ſhould pretend to ſo much Boldneſs, 
as to write and talk to a Woman who had no ac- 
quaintance with him, nor ever defir'd to have any, 
Theſe words put him quite out of order ; fo that 
he bruſh'd away from me, and went to tell the 
Duke of Candale, that I was not a Woman who 
had common fſenfe. 

The Duke of Candale laught at him for his Pre- 
famption, and conceiv'd a greater eſteem for me. 
_ Nevertheleſs, he was not fo cager to. pay me his 
'Alhduiticsz; but forbore to viſit me, whether it. 
were that he deſpair'd to reape any fruit of his 
Pains, or that he were naturally impatient. | 

In the mean time Neceſſity preſs'd harder and 
harder upon me every day. And though none of 
my Relations were ignorant of the Wrongs my Hul- 
band and my Mother did me, none of *em ſcnt me 
any relief; *Tis trae, that ſome of **m were down- 
right with my Mother, and laid before her, how 
much the was bound in Conſcience to afhi me '; 
but her Hitred ſuppli'd her with Reaſons that” 
tiopp'd their mouths, And then they cri'd , her 
Mother knows more then wez there muſt be ſome- 
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thing in the matter, or elſe a Mother could never 
be ſo cruel to her own Fleſh and Blood. For it is 
always a much more eaſy thing to condemn the Un- 
fortunate, then to afford *em any Succour in their 
* Diſtreſs. Neveythelcfs there was a Lady who took 
ſome compaſſion upon my deplorable Condition. * 
This Lady was the Dutcheſs of Chaftillon ; and tho 
ſhe were my Mother's Friend, {he offer'd me both 
' her Houſe and her Table: But by the unlucky in- 
fluence of my Stars, all the Dutcheſs's Favours 
and Bounty became fatal to her Reputation and ' 
mine. 

The Abbot Fougnet was one of her Acquaintance, 
and gave us frequent Viſits. This Abbot the 
Dutcheſs would be fiill obliging to make me Pre- 
ſents 3 to which purpoſe ſhe made uſe of a means 
that put me to no little ſhame. We frequently 
play'd all three together, and in regard the Abbot 
never play'd but with a defign to loſe, I won con- 
ſiderably every day. Neverthelels, Madam deCha- 
zilon not contented with having ſuppli'd me with 
Money by this means, after ſhe had one day won, 
at the Fair, a Service of great value, ſhe caus'd it 
to be ſold, and pre(s'd me to accept the Money. 
But the Abbot, who was deſirous that Madam 
de Chatilln ſhould be beholding to him for it, 
bought the Plate again the nexc.day, and ſent i it 
her home to her Hokhſe, 

This Piece of Gallantry made a great noiſe ; Tae 
becauſe. few People knew the motive of Charity 
that induc'd the Dutcheſs to a&t in that inanner, 
they thought ſhe had fold the Service merely for the 
ſake'of the Money. And as for the Abbot, after 
this, there was no farther queſtion made of it, but 
that- he was jn love with Madam de Chatillon, and 


that I was the Confident privy to the Intreague. 
E 4 This 
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This Scandal ſpread abroad to that degree far 
and near. that the Dutcheſs was conlirain'd to re- 
move m* from her Houſe. And I parted from her . 
with all the Sorrow, that it was pcſlible for me to be 
{ſenſible of, for having innocently given an occaſion 
"ro the Injurious Reports that had bin rais'd to the 
prejudice of her Honour. And they made the (ame 
interpretation of my Removal, as they had done of 
her Bounty. For they gave out that T was only ſent 
away, becauſe ſhe perceiv'd that the Abbot Fouguet 
was in love with me. And indeed he was medita- 
ting Secret Deligns, which I diſcover'd after- 
Wards, | 

After 1 left Madam de Chatillon, 1 put my felf in- 
'toa Convent ; and three days after the Abbot Fow- 
qaet brought me a Letter from her, wherein ſhe ſent 
me word, that notwithſtanding the Reaſons which 
oblig'd her to refrain my Company , (he was fill 
my Friend : That it became me ſerfouſly to think 
of foxcing a:y Husband and my Mother to do me 
Reaſon; and to the end 1 might bave more liberty 
to ad then ina Conveat, ſhe had given order for a 
Houſe for me in ſuch a Quarter of the City, where 
(he would take care that 1 ſhould want for nothing, 
I really-believ'd that this Letter came from Madam 
de Chatillin : And being earneſtly detirous to put an 
cnd to the Diſputes between mc and my Husband, 
] confented-to what ſhe had order'd in my behalf, 
without any more ado. So that aftcy I had return'd 
her a thouſand Tharks in a long Letter, I quitted . 
the Convent, and went to the Houſe prepar's for 
me, in company with Mrs. Laval. For her Husband, 
who was then in the Province, no longer minded 
his Wite's coming to ſee me, ſo long 2s he percciv'd 
that T had found ProteRion and Support. | 


I found 


o 
. 
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I found in this Lodging an Apartment very rich- 
ly and modeſtly furniſh'd, as alſo a Coach with the 
Cyphers of Madam de Chatilon, I admir'd hes Ge- 
nerolity, and often complain'd to her in my Letters, 
that notwithſtanding I receiv'd ſo many Favours 
from her Bounty, 1 had not the liberty to viſit her. 
. For I forgot to let ye know, that when we parted, 
ſhe told me 'twas not convenient we ſhould viſit - 
one another. I muſt confeſs, I never receiv'd any 
Anſwers to my Letter; but the Abbot Fouquet, who 
ſill undertook to deliver *'em, and who frequently 
carne to viſit me, always brought me Compliments 
and Excuſes in the Dutcheſſes Name. However, in 
a little time I began to conſider, that the Abbot's 
Viſits were too frequent : But in regard he Kill 
brought me news of Madam de Chatillon, and that 
he ſeem'd to vifit me only upon the account of my 
Buſineſs, I dutſt not defire him to forbear coming 
ſo often. | 

In this manner I liv'd for. ſome time, without 
dreaming in the leaſt that there had bin any foul- 
play in theſe Civilities that were ſhewn ; when 
Mrs. Laval one morning enter'd my Chamber, and 
gave me to underſtand with tears in her Eyes, that 
the Lodging where I lay , belong'd to the Abbot 
* Fouquet, and that it was the Publick Talk of the 
Town , that he kept me. In a word, Thar Ma- 
dam de.Chatillon was no way concern'd in any of 
theſe Favours, for which I thought my (elf wholly 
beholding to her Liberality. 

It 1s not to be imagin'd how much I was afto- 
nilh'd at this News. Methought I ſaw at that ve- 
ry inſtant every thing that I had not the wit to ſee 
before. I made no doubt but the Things which 
had bin told,me, were true; and I admir'd how I 
could be (o palpably cheated. Preſently I flew to 
| Madam 
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Madam de Chatillon's Houſe 3 but fo ſoon as I ap- 
pear'd, ſhe came towards me, and loading .me 
with Reproaches, bid me be gone out of doors 
immediately. This Reception: ſeiz'd me with 
amazetnent 3 I fell into a ſwoon, from which they 
had much ado to recover me : 1, ask'd in vain to 
ſpeak with Madam de Chati}lon, but ſhe refus'd me + 
admittance, and fent me word again to make haſte 
- out of her Houſe. This Uſage having too ſadly 
,convinc'd me of the trath of what Mrs. Laval had 
rold me, I refo)v'd to return no more to that Fatal 
Houſe; but went directly to the Convent which I 
left fome, Weeks before: But the Houſe refus'd to 
admit me: And I found by the Language which 
they gave fne, that I alone was ignorant of the 
Trick that had bin put upon me. 

Mrs. Laval, who knew me to be innocent of all 
this, gave me the beſt comfort that ſhe could z and, 
I believe, that had it not been for her, I had tiabb'd 
my ſelf. She carri'd me to one of her own Friends, 
where ſhe left me, till ſhe wehtt to fetch away 
ſuch things as were properly my own ; but more 
_ Eſpecially to ſeek for the Letter wherein M. de Cha- 
zillon had offer'd me the Lodging. There ſhe met 


the Abbot Fouguzet in a heavy toſs to know what 


w:s become of me. She told him that I was fallen 
i!l at a Houſe where | intended to have ſpent the 
Afternoon, and that they had put me to Bed. He 
rcally belicv'd what ſhe told him to be true, and 
defir'd Ars. Laval to be his Guide to: the Place 
where | waz z nor could any thing that ſhe could 
{ay io be rid of him, prevent his coming along 
with her : Neither indeed was ſhz2 unwilling that 
he ſhould ſee me, to the end I might ſchool him for 
the irjury he had 49ne me. But fo foon as I per- 


ceiv'd him, my Tears that were but newly ceas'd, 
burſt 


L op 3 
burſt forth again :T had not ſtrength enough to ſpeak 

a word, So that Mrs. Laval beholding me in that * 
Condition, told him the true Reaſon of my Af- 
figion. - O | *, 

But the Abbot with a ſmiling Countenance bid 
me be of good chear, aſſaring me that nothing had 
bin done but by Madam de Chatillon's Order : And 
tFprove the falſhood of all thoſe things which had 
| bin told me, he alledg'd the Reſpe&t which he had 

always had for me. ; 

I was ſo caſt down by the Troubles and Vexa- 
tions attending this Adventure, that I liſten'd with 
delight to the Aſſurances which he gave me, that 
all was but a falſe Alarum. So true it is, that in 
overwhelming Misfortunes we lay hold on every 
Bough to ſave our ſelves. But in ſhort, the Re- 
ception which the Dutcheſs of Chatillon gave me, no 
way agreed with the Abbdt Fouquet's Oaths : So 
that without examining any farther , whether it 
were true or no, 1 delir'd him to refrain all manner 
of Viſits ' for the future. He obey'd me; fill 
proteliing at his departure , that he had done no- 
thing but what Madam de Chatillon had order'd him 
to do. 

So ſoon as he was gone, I immediately ſent away 
to Madam de Chatillon the Letter which h2d bin the 
cauſe 'of {d many bad Effeqs, Which Letter the 
Abbot Fogquet had devis'd on purpoſe to decoy me 
into his Lodging, with a defign to have told me 
_ of his mind when opportunity ſhould affiit 

im. 

However, Madam de Chatillon being perſuaded 

that I had aRed by conſent with the Abbot, as yet 
continu'd to harbour a Conceit that 1 had contriv'd 
the Letter in my own juttification 3 nor would ſhe 
begin to do me jullice, till ſhe izw me perſevere in 
. my 
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my Reſolution never to return to that Lodging 
again. But afterwards the Abbot himſelf fully un- 
deceiv'd her, by. confeſſing that he had ood 1 
the ets fo the end I wighebe in a Place where I 
might be more at liberty to look after my Afﬀeairs : 
Adding withal, that he "had not made ufe of that 
Artitice, but only to oblige me to accept of the 
Lodging. 

But the. World judg'd otherwiſe of the matter: 


For it was the oublick Diſcourſe, that I had bin en- 


gag'd In an Amorous Intriegue with the Abbot, but 
that being ,weary of me, he had turn'd me out of 
his Houſe. And thus 1 underwent both the Shame 
and Mortification to be lookt upon as a Miſtreſs 
abandon'd by her Gallant. 

Madam de Chatillon, and the Abbot Fouquet, en- 
deavour'd in vain to undeceive the Publick. All 
the Favour which th, who believ'd I left wie 
Houſe by my own Choice, did me, was to ſay, 
had not done it, but to avoid the Proſecutions of 
my Mother and my Husband. 

"Tis true, that They, no ſooner both of em une 

derſiood that | lodg'd i in a Houſe that belong'd to 
Abbot Fowquet, and which he furni{h'd for me at 
his own Charges, but they preſented a Petition 
againſt me, and they were jutt upon the point of 
obtaining lexve to ſeize me when I lefc thoſe Lodg- 
ings. I had notice of it, and I thought it my beſt 
way to conceal my (elf. F or I ſuppoſe that no body 
would have advis'd me to have deliver'd my felt up 
to the Hatrcd of a Mother, and the Jealouſy of an 
Enrag'd Husband, 

' $&o ſoon as Madam de Chatillon was fully con- 
vinc'd of my Innocence, ſhe employ'd all her Cre- 
dit and Friends in my behalf; and ſhe had enow 
£0 fpocure me an Injunction to ſtop all farther Pra- 

a | ſecutions 
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ſecutions againſt me. By this'means ſhe ſet mie at 

liberty to appear and ſollicit a legal Separation from 

| my Husband, She recommended, me to, a. Magji- - 
ſirate who promis'd to afſift me, and whoghtpk up- 

on himſelf the management of my Buſmeſ$F 1 had 
alſo a 'yearly maintenance of a Thouſand Crowns 
allow'd me by Decree, which fecur'd me from the 
Gripes of Want 3 all which I ſhould have done at 
my tir coming to Paris. But though I could have 
ſpar'd for no pains, how could I ever hope to have 


brought it to paſs, when I had neither Protection 
nor Friends ? 


The M 


agiſtrate with whom Madam &de Chatillon 
had brought me acquainted, provided'me a Lodg- 
ing in the Houſe of one of his Kinſwomen ; where 
he came to me every day, and gave me an account 
of what he did for me. So that I bleſt my ſelf that 
I had got for my Friend a Perſon whoſe Zeal ap- | 
pear'd fo fervent. Therefore it was that I wholly 1 
reli'd upon him for the management of my Afﬀairs ; | 
and gave my ſelf. up to enjoy the Repoſe which I 
had bin fo long depriv'd of. 

But this Magiſtrate had another aim ; for he in- 
{ſenſibly gave me an occaſion to diſcover that my 
Perſon was no way diſpleating to him ; nor was I 
at all alarum'd at his good Opinion. On the other 
fide, I was extreamly glad of it z imagining that 
his Zeal being evlivend by Love, my Buſinefs 
could not go amils. | 

He had a proper handſome Son already in the 
King's Service , and who went by the Name and 
Title of Marquiſs of St. Abe ; He was brisk, po-' 
lite, and witty ; he came frequently to his Kinf- 
woman's Houſe, where he had a fight of me, and 
ſoon became his Father's Rival, 


Th 
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\ The method of Courtſhip which theſe two Lo- 
vers took was very different, The Son always re- 
ſpeaful, durſi got open his Lips to ſpeak of his Pal- 
fond Ac Father lbaklen'd by the Services he 
did the; never ſcrupl'd to over his love to' me. 
I then began fo repent of delivering up into his 
- Hands the whole management of my Suit z but *twas 
now too late, He was become maſter of it z and 
' 1 could not be without him. 

I therefore lent him a patient Ear, and heard 
with .moderation a Language which my Misfor- 
tunes had render'd odious to. me ; and Lforbore all 
mannev of Ralliery to a Perſon, whom it became 
me to be careful of diſpleating. Nor could I put 
him quite out of hopes, for: fear of <xaſperating 
him againfi, my Intereſts 3 believing that by keep-. 
ing him in ſuſpence, I ſhould engage him to ſerve 
me : But this Condud of mine produc'd a contrary 
effet. He perſuaded himlfelf, es fance I heard 
him with (0 proces calmneſs, I had. an inclination 
for him 3 and with theſe thoughts he redoubl'd 
his Afſiduities, and preſs'd me to declare my ſelf. [ 
muli confeſs, that till then, I ſaw no great harm in 
his Addrefles, which were rather a diverſion to me. 
But now I began to dread the Conſequences of 
fuch an Amour. And indeed, confidering theſe 
new attacks upon my Reputation, I had reaſon to 
be of this opinion, T hat whatever good Intentions: 
a Woman might have, it was always dangerous to 
| her Honour to ſuffer her fclf to be belov'd. - 

His Sollicitations became fo carnett , and his Im- 
» portunities fo prefling, that I knew not what courſe 
to c:ke, that I might be rid of him. My firſt 
thoughts prompted me; to Jet him plainly under- 
ſtand the vanity of his Hopes : But then confidering 


he was a Perſon I (food in need of, ] alter'd my - 
mind, 
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mind, and took a Reſolution , which in truth 1 
ought not to have taken, For I made him believe I 
was not inſenfible of his love,and conſirain'd my elf 
co ſuffer it with ſome compliance. This wgot pro- 
ceeding augmented his fooliſh Hopes, anvWithin a 
few days after he had the boldneſs to let me under-. 
ftand as much. Had I not hin refirain'd by Honour 
and my Duty, yet my averſion for him would haye. 
preſerv'd me from offending ; For the Extremities 
wherewith I was thfeaten'd,. ſeem'd to me leſs fe- 
vere then the Compliance which he demanded. So 
that I gave him all the Ill Language that Anger and 
Contempt could inſpire into: my thoughts, and de- 
fir'd him to meddlc no more with my Buſineſs. * 
And to the end I might wholly ditngage my fclf 
_ from him, and deprive him of all opportunities, of 
ſeeing me, I was preparing to leave his Kinſwoe 
man's Houſez when a new Accident befel me... 
The Young Marquiſs of St. Abe was belov'd by 
a Damſc] that waited upon his Mother 3 I know 
not what paſs'd between *em ; but this Maid per- 
ceiving that her Lover began to negle& her ſince 
his acquaintance with me, ſhe refolv'd to watch 
him. Now it happen'd one day that ſhe found a 
moſt tender and paſſionate Letter which he had 
written, with a deſign perhaps to have put it into 
my hands. However it were, the Maid ne're que- 
ſtion'd but that it was intended for me ; and to pu- 
niſh me for having got her Lover away from her, 
in the keight of her malice the reſolv'd to anſwer it 
in my name; wherein ſhe made me write whatever 
" was proper to-make the World believe that I lov'd 
Se. Albe as much as | was belov'd by him. And to 
ſuppreſs all proof of the fallhood - of the Letter, 
which was none of my Hand, ſhe gave it out that 
I had reaſons for what Idid. This was but a ſhal- 
| low 
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low Contrivance : However, it paſs'd among thoſe 


who only ſought to put me to trouble. 


wis noffnorant of my being belov'd by the Fa- 


The » aid , who made uſe of this Stratagem, 
ther of her Galant, becauſe ſhe was her Miftreſs's 


_ Contident, who being naturally of a jealous hu- 


mour , had the Curidfity to have her Husband 


_ . watchd; and you may 'be fure ſhe was nothing 


ſorty to have an opportunity to plague him. She 
therefore jeer'd him every day with his affeQion for 
me ; and to let him ſee how unfortunate he was in 
his Courtſhips, ſhe ſhew*d him the Letter which his 
Son had written to me, and my pretended Anſwer 


' toit. The Father, who was already jealous of his 


Son, was fully convinc'd of the truth of his Amour 
when he read thofe Letters. He never troubl'd 
himſclf to examine a Story that was fo fillily con- 
friv'd ; but overjoy'd that he had got proofs of the 
ſecret correſpondence between me and his Son, he 
refolv'd to obſerve no meaſures of civility with mee, - 
and flew out into a moſt violent Rage againſt his 
Son. In vain his Friends perſuaded him to more 
mild and gentle Sentiments. This unnatural Fa- 
ther, who by his Credit, and his Office, had Au- 
thority enough-to bring about his unjuſt Deſigns, 
threw his Son into Priſon, never conſidering the 
indignicy of ſuch uſage. For in ſhort, Sr. Albe was 
already an Otficer , had Courage, and was well 


\ eftcem'd in his Regiment. Nor was he content 


with puniſhing St. A/he 3 but comes to me on pur. 


-poſe to affront me. He upbraided me with de: . 


bauching his Son, and let go a Torrent of 
Injarious Language, and as he went out, told me 
that 1 deſerv'd no leſs to be ſ:nt to ſome Houſe of 
Con tinement, 


I chought 
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1 choug t firſt that he himſelf had counterſeited 
thoſe Leng an purpoſe to- pick a quarrel with me : 
AﬀterwardsI accug'd his Son to have bin the Author 
of em; believing, that in-imitation of ſonlfiſfioung 
c9z4he might have fram'd *em, to giv@himlſelf 
eputation of a Fort#nate Gentleman. 1 was labour- 
ing under the violence of theſe various Agitations, 
when the Magiſtrate return'd to me again. It ſeems 
he had conſider'd that | had ſaid nothing in my 
own vindication'z and therefore it was probable he 
would have heard what I could ſay for my. (clf. Bug 
I receiv'd him with ali«the diſdain imaginable. But I 
ſcorn'd to undeceive him about the Letters, fo ex- 
travagant he ſeem?d to me in his Behaviour, I only 
| bid him be gone, and trouble me no more with his 
Impertinences. The next day the Maid, whu had 
bin the cauſe of all chis Diforder, ſeeing St. Albe in 
Priſon, mov'd with the misfortune of her Lover, 
came to me and confels'd what ſhe had done : And 
upon her promiſe to contirm her x5%s ol to me 
before his Father, I ſent for him again. Nor was 
he long abſent verily believing that.I had fent for 
him back co make my peace with him. He heard 
the Maid's Recantation z but he would not believe 
her s at leaſt he counterfeited Incredulity. He 
ad me, in derifion, how much I had given her to 
- make that Confeilion ; farther adding, that he was 
no Fool to be put upon by my little Artitices 
When the Maid was gone, and he faw me alone, 
he told me, there was but one way to prevent the 
' Noiſe that he was going to make in the World 5 
that he necded not to interpret what he meant 5 
forithat I knew well enough what i it was he deſif'd. 
Was in vain to tell him, that the courſe he took 


to gain my Love, was the only way to make me 
hate him, He continu'd on 


te if! his impetti- 
fiety 
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nent Pretenſions; telling me, that men of the Long 
Robe were not Perſons that us'd to beÞÞil'd intheir 
Undertakings. In ſhort, he forc'd mE by his inſo- 
lent Language, to return hitn as bad 3 to which he 
repl'&Wich Mchaces and Reproaches, ſwearing as 
he went our, to acquaint my Mother and'nly Huf- 
band with my Irregular Actions. hath 
{ went immediately to give the Dutcheſs of Cha- 
tillon 3n account of every thing that had paſt. She 
ſpoke to the Magiftrate, and with'a great deal ado 
obtain'd ſo much favour from him, as to promiſe 
her that he would make no noiſe, norſhew my Mo- 
ther the Letter which he had in his cufttody. How- 
ever, the Villain told the Dutcheſs ſo many plauſt- 
ble Stories concerning my pretended Intriegue with 
his Son, that ſhe firmly believ'd him; fo that I was 
forc'd to endure the Sermons that ſhe preach'® to 
me upon Folly and Indifcretion. + *Twas in vain to 
aſſure her that the Magiſtrate was a wicked Fellow, 
and that I reſoly'd to ftzy no longer in his Kin{wo- 
man's Houſe. She lay'd before me the need 1 had 
of him, and ſcar'd me with the fear of his Revenge. 
I fund my {elf then rcdac'd to a neceffity of dil- 
ſembling ; ſo that we patch'd up a Reconciliation, 
upon condition that he ſhould ſpeak to meno more 
of his Paffion, He promis'd meſo to do, though re- 
{olv'd not to keep his word, and more obſtinate then 
ever to make an ill uſe of the need 1 had of him. 
In the mean time, the Unfortunate Sr. Albe took 
a reſojution-ro write to me, and begg'd of me that 
I would endeavour to procure his Liberty. Mov'd 
therefore with his Suffcrings, and forgetcing the juſt 
Rexſons I had to refrain from medling in his Bufi- 
neſs, ] liſten'd to my Compaſſion. I ſent iapru: 
dencly io his Mother the Letter which he had V 
ten to it;e, and wherein he made me a lively de- 
| ſcription 
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lik. 
ſcription @f his Il uſage. I made no queſtion bat 
chat her heart would have bin mollifi'd with read- 
ing itz but ſhe was. more jealous then compaſlio- 
nate, and preferr'd her ggfire to embroil;me again 
with;her Husband, before'the care of delivering 
her Soht from his oppreſſion. She ſhew'd her Son's 
Letter to her Husband z which prov'd the cauſe of a 
. new Prejudice againſt me. For the Father reafſum'd 
his firſt Fury, and ſwore he would ruin me, if I did 
not ſhun his/Revenge by fatisfying his Paſſion.. I 
likewife acquainted Madam de Chatillon with this 
Accident, who blam'd me for receiving and ſhow- 
ing Sr. Albe's Letter; and told me I muſt get out of 
this Labyrinth as well as I could. 

Now then to get rid of the Magiſtrate, a certain 
Stratagem came into my head that brought me into 
new frouble.l made a ſhew of ſurrendring to his Im- 

portunities, and I promis'd him/a meeting the next 
day at a Place appointed. But I went the very ſame 
day'to his Wife, and made h:r acquainted with her 
Husband's Follies, and the meeting wherewith [ 

- had flatter'd his Hopes. I thought it might be per- 
mitted me, conſidering my Circumſtances, to take 
this Courſe , ſeeing that his Wife had let looſe all 
her fury againſt me ; and gave out that I] had as 
much kindneſs for her Husband, as indeed | had a 
real averſion for him. "AX 

thought, to the end I might undeceive her, that 
it would be my beft way to inform her of what 
paſs'd between us; which I did, withal defiring her 

_ © to give our meeting an interruption, and affording 

her all the opportunities of doing, it. 

This Woman, who imagin'd that this was not 

ee firſt meeting I had given her Husband, thoughe 

at firſt I had entruſted her with a falſe Secret 3 but 

at length ſhe was convinc'd of my Sincerity. She 
6 F 2 thank'd 


<<Þ 


$ * 
'F 
# 
'Y 

: 


h thank'd me then for the Advice I ha 
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ven her, 
and afſur'd me ſhe would do-what I detir'd, But 
her miſinanagement of the Afﬀair turn'd the inno- 
cent means which I made choice ofito diſincumber 
my (elf from my Perlecutors, to my prejudi 

” was hardly arriv'd at the Place a ppointed for 
my meeting the Magiſtrate, but ſhe appear'd, bring- 
ing along with her two other Relations, who were 
to be Witneſſcs of this Adventure... 

This Scene would have been a divexſion to me, 
had | not thought, that they who wereto be Tefti- 
monies of ker Husband's Shame, might be likewiſe 
Witneſſes againit my (elf z and that it was impoiſi- 
ble-but that an Aﬀair that would be known to lo 
many People , muli expoſe my Reputation after a 
molt cruel inanneg., The Wite allo, who would 
have it thought that this was not the firſt time her 
Husband had broke his Conjugal Covenant, infiead 
ot informivg her Witncfles that I had acquainted 
her wich the Aiignation, told *em quite the contra- 
ry, and beltow'd upon me & 1:b:ral ſhare of the bad 
Language which ſhe gave him. The Husband all in 
contulion ſneak*d out of the Room without ſpeak- 
ing a word : At what time] thought the leaſt 4 al 
the Wife could have done would have bin to have 
given a tfaic Teftimony of my Innoccncy to the Peo- 
ple whom ſhe brought along with her. But the was 
as wicked in her Generation , as her Husband was 
in his; for ſhe upbraided me before their faces with 
debauching her Husband. This Adventure preſent- 
ly took winz, and the Publick that alrcady had a 
prejudice agzinfl me, made no (crupie to believe me 
engag'd in a rel, Intricegue with the Magiſtraf 
HR »:ver, | aid'what I could to unleceive the (WH. 
Kinimen; and they liften'd to me, believ'd me, 
and cfler 2 in: their Protection. __— 


{ #. M1 

The Husband, who had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
my* informing the Wife of the Rendevouze, came. 
to ſee me the ngxt day. Bat then I told him, I durti 
not be ſeen with him any more z conjuring bim'in 
the midſt of thoſe Extremities to which he had re- 
duc'd me, to let me underttand the condition of my 
Afﬀairs,'fince I could not in honour employ him any 


longer. He bid me not to trouble my ſelf ; for he 


would ſerve me'to theend ; that the Adventure the 
day" before was a trifle ; and that his Wife was a 
kind of Beldame, to whom no body gave credit. 
Then he renew'd his Importunities to an{wer his 
Defircs: But he no longer talk'd like a Maſterz nor 
was | anymore afraid of him. Of all this | gave a 
faithful Account to Madam de Chatillon, whoorder'd 
meto leave my Lodging with theMagiftrate's Kinſ- 


woman, and f<]l out with the Magiſtrate himſelf in 


ſuch a manner, that ſhe would never fuffcr him to 
come near her more. 

But underſianding after this,".that his Wife had 
never ſurpriz'd him at the Aſſhgnation, but by the 
Information that I gave her, he would not let go 
his hotd, -reſolving to ruin me, or vanquiſh my Re- 
luQancy. 

In the mean time Se. Albe found a way to break 
Priſon ; upon which his Father, who was extream- 
ly exgubl'd at it, and knew not what was become of 
him, "came to acquaint me with it ; and ralk'd to 
me as if | had had hand in his Eſcape pe 3 and it was 
true that it was ſo reported abroad in the World. 
For-his Father gave out theſe Reports to ſcare me, 
5 to overcome me by dint of Defamation ; 


uaded that | would at length take off my Mask, 
n I ſaw my ſelf loſt in my Reputation. And 
this was the oy hope wherewith en flarter'd his 
Paſſion for me. But ;n, more he.ſtrove to defame 
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me; the le(s occlfadn I thought 1 had 'gjiven, and 
the:\greater was my comfort to find my ſelf inno- 
cent: For God had giv*n me the Hage* to look fo 
ut loſing my 


many Misfortunes in the face, wi 
Reaſon. I defended my ſelf from the Accuſatipn of 


having contributed to St. A4lbe's Eſcape, and juſtifh'd 


my ſelf with ſo much the leſs Fs becaule I was 
Ignorant of the mcans he had made uſe of. 
And:now the Father reſolv'd to make his laſt Ef- 
fort: for obtaining what he hadi bin ſo long deſiring | 
with ſo muct importunity. To this purpoſe h& 
came to give me notice that my Husband was juſt 
upun the point of obtaining a Sentence in his Suit 


 that-wou'd be nothing *for my advantage ;z 'but 


that he alone had a Trick to delay Judgment, and 
taat he would Mhiſt'me in ſuch.a manner, chat 4 
ſhould gain my Cauſe, if I would heark'n'to his" 
Suit. 1 zan{wer'd with diſdain, that | would with: 
patience wait the end of my Buſineſs ; and that - 
how unhappy foever my Deiiiny were, I would ra- 
ther chuſe to be btortunalh then purchaſe my Re- 
pole by ſo foul a Crime. 

The Lodging where Madam de Chatillt#: had 
p'ac'd me, when | left the Magiitrate's Kinſwontan, 
was a Houfe which hadiſeveral Lodgers*that were 
not acquainted/one with another. I had the firſt 
Apartment, and I had no converſe with any ef the 
Pcople that lodg/d in the Houſe. . As for Mis. Leval, 
the liv'd with hs Husband, whowas return'd from 
his Province ; *Tis true, that ſhe trcquently viſited 
me, and that was ali the comfort | had. Ar'the 
{ame time alſo | hir'd the Maid agzin that I brou 
with me from my Hasband's Houſe, and who 


me when | went to live with Madam de Ren 
I maſt confeſs, *tis @ s thing to the: 


tation of a Young Woman, 1 40 keep Servants 
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of Mercury 4s ſhe was. And it ſhould be the firſt 


care of a Perfon of my Sex to avoid entertaining in 
their Service wid ar:4 diſorderly Wantons, - and ne- 
ver to be too fainiliar with Servants, how modelt 
and regular foever. * 

This Maid ba4 many il] Qualities, as will appear 
by the ſequ-! ot the Srory. Nor had ſhe ever ſeen 
St. Albe . which was the occaſion of an Adventure 
which may {em fabuious, but which fell out as | 
am going. 0 Telate it. 

My Maid having frequently heard how eagerly 
the Magiitrzte periecuted me with his impertinent 
Courtſh p. contriv'd an Enterprize which ſhe never 
impaitcdo me. 

She has already got acquaintance with'the People 

of the Houſe ; and one day ſhe*told me, that there 
Was a ver) pretty L:dy among the re(tokthe Lodgers 
who every day very diligently "7enquir'd A my 
health 3 and manifeſeſ zn carneſÞ deſire to be ac» 
quainted with me. | hjd her be fare not to brin 
her to me; for that | relolv*d to have no cone 
with Perſons that | knew not, having reaſon to be 
afraid "of eveiy body. in the Condition 1 was in. 
evertheleſs my Curioſity led me one day to take a 
view of "Mer from my Widow. *'Tis true, I had 
not time to examine her well : However, I ob- 
4 ſomething in her Countenance which me- 
tght was not unknown to me; but I could not 
remember where Fhad ſeen her. 

Alf this while my-Maid had lai'd a Defign in her 
head, which ſhe reſoly'd to put in-execution, while 
Kſpent the Afternoon with Mrs. Laval, She went 


ke the Magittrate's Houſe, and after ſhe had a8k'd to 


22k with him in private, the told him', that my 

a of him wa#o! cory his.Confiancy: 

Preover, that it was no wonder that I had 
F 4: ſq 
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fo ſcorgfully rejeRed him, fince he never made me 
any Preſent :' That Women were bya[s'd by Inte- 
tc ; affuring him that his Courtſhips would be ac- 
ceptable go me, proyided he woulT be but liberal. 
In ſhort, That if he ddlir'd that I ſhould comply 
with his Addreſſes, he had nd more to do, but to 
come the ſame day to my Lodging. *'The Magilirate 
promis'd not only not to fail, but to bring Money 


zlong with him. The Maid, having chus taken her - 


leave, went to the Young Gentlewoman before 
mention'd, and propos'd to her that ſhe would be 
pleas'd to admit, under my Name, and in my Ha- 
bit, the Viſit of a certain Gentleman, whoſe com- 
pany was very diverting to me telling her withal, 
that if (he, would do me that kindneſs, I ſhould look 
upIn it as an infinite Obligation. The Lady made 
ſome Scruples, at: firſt, but at length accepted the 
Propoſ.l. She ſuffer'd '*tm to dreſs her im one:of 
my Habits but ul! while ſhe was drcſingy the 
would till be law | | 
Neft. She demanted allo the Name of the Man that 
was to'come;. but the Maid gave her a wrong 
Name ,, which really fatish'd the Gentlewoman, 
to do whatever they defir'd of hcr, but fill laugh- 
ing, and telling him that ſhe was neycr£ut out for 
an Actreſs. a. | WP: OD 
© Soon after the Old Fornicator of a Magiſirate 
riv'd ; at what.time the Maid going to mcetit 


im, 
and taking kim aide, gave himto unde ſtznd,” that 
before he was to be introduc's into the Apartment 
wherc | was, I dehr'd him not to meddle with the 
Window Shuttexs, but to let *'cm be as they were, 


. adding withal, that 1 had ordcr'd hes to rakelthie 
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Money , becaule it ,was bencath her to ask f 
Preſently he put a Pugſefinto my Maid's hand, 
enter'd my Apartment with all the Joy, which: 
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laughicg, as if (he had found a Mare's 
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hopes of_a Bleſſing , from which he thought him- 
ſelf not far remote, could inſpire into him. At the 
ſame time thexe was fo little light in the Chamber, 
as would hardly admit the dilftinion of Objeds. 
Howeyer, he could perceive a Young Perſon; that 
ſeemd to him to be very handfome z. and being fo 
prepoſſeſs*d as he was with the Idea of his Pleaſure, 
he never ſuſpeRed in the leaſt any Trick to be put 
upon him. He accoſted the Lady ; butfinding her 
as mute as a Fiſh, and that he could not get one 
word out of her Mouth, he began to diſtruſt his 
Good Fortune : But though ſhe would not ſpeak, 
as buſy as he was about her, he thought he heard 
her laugh : Upon which he ſtept to the Windows 
to let in-the Light z but while he was fumbling 
aboutzthe Shutters, the Lady having open'd the 
Chamber-door, was going to fly fox't;” Which the 
Lawyer perceiving, more nimble:then the, laid hold 
of her ; but ſeeing her Face flood motionlc(s, as if 
he had ſcen a Meduſa's Head z "while the Lady 
wrelts her ſelf out of hits Hands, and ran up into 
her own Apartment. _ 

Down came the Magiſtrate, and having got his 
People about him, up iiairs he went again, "and de- 
manded his Son to be deliver'd into his hands , his 
Son, who lay conceal'd in'the Houſe. in Womens 
- All this while my Maid thought verily that the 
Mygilirate had bin ſtark ftaring mad ; for the was 
utterly ignorant that the Lady, whom ſhe had got 
to at my part, was the Unfortunate St. Albe. For 
it ſeems that after he had eſcap'd from the Place 
where his Father had impriſon'd him , he had dif- 
guis'd himſelf in W omcus Habit, avd was come to 
odge-in the ſame Houſe where 1 lay,” in hopes that 


+ bela& thus ſccur'd from the Perfecutior:s of his Fa- 
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ther, he might meet with an opportunity to offer 
me his Service. 
The Magiſtrate having caus'd theChamber-door 
to be broken open, St, Albe was deliver'd into his 
hands in the ſame diſguize he had on; that is to 
ſay, in my Clbaths. What a dreadful-Accident was 
this for me ! Though an Angel ſhould have deſcend- 
ed from Heav'n to have born witneſs of my Inno- 
cence, he would not have bin believ'd. *T was 
known that St. Albe had a love for me ; and he 
was found lodg'd in the Houſe whlere I lay, di(- 
guis'd in Female Habit, and in Cloaths that be- 
long'd to my ſelf. - Could any body believe other- 
wiſe, but that all this was done by Conſent. What 
a folly was it io, St, Albe, fince he had taken a Re- 
ſolution to. lye at my Lodging , that he aſd not 
ſooner make himſelf known? or at leaſt that he did 
not refuſe to,comply, with what was deſir'd of him? 
But he never dreamt of his Father's coming, eſpe- 
cially after the'Maid had giy'n him a wrong Name: 
Beſides, that his Love made him look upon the 
man, for whom the Cheat was intended, as a Ri- 
val, upon whom he was willing enough to revenge 
himſelf. [G78 
During this Hurly-burly at my Lodging , I cx- 
peted my Maid , whom I order'd, to come to 


me. But being, guite tir'd with ſtaying for, i; 
deſir'd Mrs. Lo accompany me to my Slips: 
When I came there, the Neighbours told me the 
whole Story of this Adventure; and my Maid not 
coming, I thought her afraid to {cc my face. 

. They who heard this Story, made no que 
but that it was a Contrivance of mine. "Th 
_ thought it had bin a Device of mine to make, ip 

with the Magiſtrates and gave jt out, that! F: 
done it after a very Facetidgs manner z but at the. 


LET: 

ſame time , they ſhrewdly ſuſpeRed that St. Albe 
and I were agreed together; and thence inferr'd that. 
I was an ill Woman for betraying him in that man- 
ner to his Father. In ſhort, They thought me to 
be of the Humour of thoſe Amorous Dames, who 
care not what becomes of their Lovers, fo they may 
but ſatisfy their Revenge, or thcir Divertiſement. _ 

| However, the Conſequences of this/ Aﬀair were. 

nat ſo pernicious to me as 1 imagin'd. - The 
Magiſtrate was advis'd not to make any -noife, be- 
cauſe he could not doit, without making himſelf a 
Laughing-ſtock-to the whole Town : And therefore 
he only gave out, that underſtanding his Son lay 
diſguis'd in the Houſe where I lodg'd, he only went 
to fetch him thence. | TN 

- By this means 1 found my ſelf 'deliver'd from a 
hateful and importunate Lover.” "Me ind 
to make love any more to a Woman thi 
to play ſuch Tricks as thoſe. So that only hated 
me from the bottom of his heart 3d the weight 
of his fury fell upon his"Son, whom he caus'd to 
be more cloſely contind. | KE 

All this while my Suit remain'd in the ſame con- 

dition fill 4 for the Magiſtrate did nothing for me; 
and "Madam «de Chatilon's Intereſt fo far prevail'd, 
that neither my Mother nor ty Husband could get 
ary ground upon me. She had fo order'd the mat- 
ter, that none of the moſt famous Advocates would 
meddle with the Cauſe ; but ſtill anfwer'd my Ad- 
verſaries when they came to entertain 'em, that it 
was a Cauſe no way proper for the Bar; but ra- 
to be ended by a Friendly Accommodation : 
atÞecauſe we could not agree upon the Condi- 
ons, there was noching done on either fide. How- 
,ever, ill enjoy'd my Allowance without ſeeing 
either Husbang or Mother 3 though *cis _ is 
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I took all the care I could to avoid their Com- 
ny. : : 
Fr What was become of my Maid all this while, I 
knew not z nor was | at all ſorry to be ſorid of her, 
till | heard how ill a uſe ſhe made of her Abſence 
to my prejudice :' For in all Places where [he came, 
ſhe would be always beſpattering my Repufation. 
And 1 will tell ye one Adventure, by which you 
will fully underſtand the Charaer of this ſame 


wicked, Baggage. 


She chen perceiving that nothing made the Ma- 
giſirate ſo mad. as to be impos'd upon by one of his 


- own Sex, made ſure of a handſome young Female, 


and perſuadcd her to take my Name upon her. And 
thus it was, that (he offer'd me to ſeveral Young 
Sparks at the Court, as a Woman whom nec | 
had reduc'd toAſeek her Subliſtence by this Way of 

living. Among the reſt, ſhe addreſs'd her helf to 
Bloſſae, and told him; chat I had bin a ſlave to my 


"Reputation, Which was the only Reaſon that made 


me refuſe the offer of his Purſe ; but that I would 
not be (o haughty, when I thought my ſelf ſecure 
from being known ; and provided he had fo much 


diſcretion as to make a ſhow of being a Stranger 'to 


me, that he might affaze himſelf of (yoceſs. Now 
in regard that Bloſſac*had never done me the ho+ 
nour to have any great reſpec for me, he readily 
gave credit to the Wenches fair Story ; and deſirous 
to revenge himlelf of the Inconſiancies whict#he 
laid to my charge, he accepted the Propalaly with 
a deſign to infult over me. This was doubtleſs his 
Intention, . becauſe he told the Maia that he would. 


gaveme the meeting reſolving they ſhould be " 
rers with him in his good Fortune. Bloſſaeithere=.. 
fore told his Friend of it”, and his Friend told 
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another, and ſo it ſpread inſenfibly all over the 
Town. 

The Duke of Candale,whom I ſometimes met at 
Madam de Chatillon's, was aſtoniſh'd at the Reports 
that were ſpread about concerning me, and was fo 
civil as to belieye '<m falſe. He alſo inforn'd Mrs. La- 
val of what he heard, who beſought him tolet her 
know his Authors; and he confeſs'd ing@uouſly 
that Bloſſac was his Intelligencer, - 

In a word, Bloſſuc had given the Duke an acs 
count of the Diſcourſe between him and my Maid 
and having dlfo told the Place and Day i Sobieged 
for the Metin” the Duke knew not what to think 
of it ; but being defirous to be convinc'd of the 
truth, he xequeſted Bloſſac that he might accompany 

him to. the Aſhgnation. 

' © Mrs Laval acquainted me with what the Duke of - 
Candle had difcover'd to her z nor did we know to 
whom to impute a Story ſo extravagant. I confeſs 
the firſt motions of my Imagination accus'd my Mo- 
ther and my Husband , whom I faw perſiſting Qill 
ſo obſtinately in their Reſolutions co rain me. But 
all this while there was nothing of OY in Sur» 
miles. 

In the mid(i of theſe Perplexities Mrs. Laval and 
I were debating which way«to pu a ſtop to theſe 
violent Calumnies, when word was brought me 
. that the Duke of Cangdale delir'd to fpeak with me. 
I was glad of the opportunity, in hopes that he 
might give me ſome light,into theſe Myſteries. He 
enter*d ; But ſecing that he only talk'd to me of 
general Matters, I interrupted him, and ask'd him” 
che meaning of the many Reports that ſo, terribly 

attackt my Reputation, and of which he had alxeary 
bin talking to Mrs. Lava}. | Then he up and'told - 
me what had paſs'd between him and Bloſſe, witha 

t farther 
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farther Account of what had pals'd between Bloſſac 
and my Maid. Adding, with a (mile, that he came 
to {ee  hether I was at homme or no ; becauſe he had 
bin cold I was to have bin at another Place ; and 
that Bloſſac fiay'd for him to carry him to the Meet- 
ing. At leogth he concluded , that he would fill 
makea ſhow believing as they did, that he would 
rect Blyſſae, and go along with him, and that he 
would ſend me word who they were that made uſe 
of my Name. 

I was overjoy*d to become Miſtreſs of the means 
that would ſo ſuddenly enlighten,,me into theſe 
dark Secrets that had ſo much difiurb'd my Ret : 
And I .begg'd of the Duke of Candale to give 
me all the cleareſt Informations he could, that fol 
might cauſe Bloſſac to be ſurpriz'd in corny with 
the Perſon) that had aſſum'd my Name. 1 tals him © 
of what i ance it was to my Reputation , that 
, this ARS made clearly out, and conjur'd 
the Duke'to dome juſtice. He promis'd me z buc 
he told me withal, that it would be much more for 
my Honour that my Husband ſhould ſurprize Bloſ- 
ſac; becauſe it could not be thought but that he 
knew of the Reports as well as others z, that he 
would. go immediately and give him-notice that [ 
had given Bl:[ac a meeting, and that it would be 
no body s fault but his own' if he did not-ſurprize 
me. | approvl the Duke of:Candale's Deſign's and 
ſo icaving to him the management of all things, 1 
took my leave of him with as much joy. as il was 
whole before with ſadncis and amazement. 

Py Duke of Candale {o. well order'd his. Buki- 

, that my /Husbard and my Mother hadmotic 
ns the Mos | before he met Bloſſac. A | the 
People whom he.employ'd to carry *em the New 
would not let 'em/he at rcft , ut peal'dii HE 
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Ears,that there was no time to be loſt : Though in- 

deed they wanted no Spurs , as believing that this 

Adventure would putan end to their Procefs z and 
therefore they reſolv*d not to let me efcape *em this 
bout. — po; 

' In the mean time the Duke of Candle returning 
to Bliſſac, told him, that an Accident'had fallen 
out, fo that he could not poſſibly go along with 
him. Bloſſac therefore ſeeing no other remedy, 

. went all alone'to. the Place appointed, while the 

Duke follow'd him at a diftance, and kept himſelf 
concea'd in the Neighbourhood, reſolving to'be a 
Witneſs of what happen'd. As for my Mother and 
my Husband, they were ſo indiſcreet as to tell all 
the World that now they had me ſafe : So that the 
noiſe of their Defign ran like Wildfire from one end 
of the Town to the other ; infomuch that they 

were attended by a Train of ſeveral Perſons, that 
Hught'in their Sleeves to think they were going to 
be the SpeQators of a ſtrange Sight z that is to ſay, 
of a Husband, who was going, as he thought, to 
convince himſelf of being a Cuckold. 

Bloſſac was met by my Maid, and he was hardly 
enter'd the Room where the miſtaken Gentlewo- 
man ſtay'd'for him , but my Mother and my Hul- 
band, with all their Troop, were cloſe at his heels. 
Upon the noiſe they made, out came my Damſel : - 
She'was known, and when they ſaw her, they made 
no queſtion I was not far off. Preſently the Doors 

' were forc'd open; but then, to tell ye who lookt 
moſt like a Changeling of the Two, when they 
ſaw themſelves both miſtaken, would be too hard 
@ Task for me to undertake ; *tis only for you to 

Imagine. My Mother dropt out firſt, my Husband 
fneak'd out after her, and Bloſſac follow'd him, 

/ looking all like People upon the News of a great 
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Loſs at Sea. So ſoon as they were gone, the Duke 
of Candale axriv'd , and gave. order for ſcizing my 
Maid and her Coadjutrix ; and after he had given 
farther order that they might be ſecur'd, he made 
bafte to.my Lodging to acquaint me with the ifſue 
of the Adventure. DIES 


os 


I was in hopes: this diſappointment my HuShand 
had met with, would have bin.a ſufficient Proof of 
my Innocency, and of the little ground he had for - 

. all his Sufpicions and Surmiſes z and I looke upon 
this Adventure as a finiſhing Stroke, that would 
have put an end to all iny Misfortunes. But People 
made another interpretation of it. They cri'd, that 
all this was but a Trick of my own nimble Wits 
and that my Maid , by agreement with Blſſuc and. 
I, had drawn my Husband and my Mother into this 
Snare, to make it ſerviceable toward the gainingot 
my Cauſe. In ſhort, the leſs reaſon they had to 
believe | had a ſhare in it, the more convinc'd they 
were of my having a hand in it, and the better 
they judg'd it carri'd on: Every body Jaught that 
heard of it, and [ only, by it, reap'd the Applauſe 
of being a Woman of Wit and Addreſs. But chat 
was not the commendation that I ſoughe: I defir'd 
only that I might have my due. Burtis impoſſible 
when a Woman is engag'd a Concernments that will 
admit of two Interpictations, to avoid the worſt, and 
enjoy a happyRepurationz *tis not enough for 4 Per- 
ſon of my Sex to govern her ſelf according to the 
Rules of Wiſdom and good Condud ; there muſt 
be nothing that will cary two Senſes in the Acci-. 
dents of her Lifez'A Woman muſi nceds be always, 
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 guilcy, when Innocence has need of ſo many Juſtiti- 
cations. Happy thoſe Women who are not expd 
. toitheſe Inconveniegces. A ſmooth even way of+ 
living is the only thing in the World which they 


ought 
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ought moſt of all to deſire z and they ought to ac- 
cuſtom themſelves betimes to Jook upon Intriegues 
and Adventures as the: Rocks of their Repoſe and 
Honour. I my ſelf confirm'd the Tour which was 
given to this Story, by my compaſſion upcn the 
two Confederates in Cuſtody, For being perſuaded 
that I had no more need of Proof to juſtify my In- 
'nocence, I thought 'ew ObjeAs of my Pity ;: nor 
could I endure to hear of the Puniſhments that 
were threaten'd to be inflicted upon a Maid that 
had ſerv'd me: So I order'd her to be ſet at liberty, 
together with her Accomplice. IT muſt confeſs, I 
could not have committed a greater A of Impru- 
dence, and never was Compathon more unſeaſona- 
ble. For then, with much more reaſon then be- 
fore, it was adjudg'd that the Maid had aded by 
my Orders, when it was known that I was the oc- 
cafion of her Releaſe: | 

I adviſe no body therefore to do as I did : This 
Creature became fo forgetful” of ty goodneſs to- 
wards her, that ſhe was afterwards always the firſt 
to raiſe and ſpread, about the Town a hunderd ri- 
diculovs. Stories of me. A Woman who has Ser- 
vants that expoſe her Reputation, ought to cauſe 


**m to be puniſh'd without mercy. 
My Husband about the fame time return'd into 


| his Province 3 whether it were that he could noc 
brook the ſhame of his 1:ft Adventure, or that he 
thought his abſence requiſite to make me hearken 
to an Accommodation ; for he began to be a weary 
' of lying alone z and fince 1 had found Money and 
Friends, my Mother , who could not endure the 
fight of me in Paris, had perſuaded him, that ic 
was for his Intereſt to be reconcil'd, and live with 


me. 5 


o -For 
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For my own part, could riot take a better Reſolu- 
tion then to conſent to ſuch a Reconciliation ,, had. 
je bin only to turn the Jaſt Story to my advantage. 
The World would doubtleſs have more cafily be. 
liev'd that I had no hand in it, had 1 inimediately 
after return'd to my Husband. Well then, .he fenc 
a Gentleman to me, one of his Friends, whoſe 
Name was Montatzac, with Orders to make me ve- 
ry fair Propoſitions, if I would forget what was 
paſt, Nor did he only entruſt that Gentleman with 
this Negociation, he alſo employ'd an Eccleſiaftic, 
who was a Famous Direqor, But theſe two An- 
gels, inſtead of forwarding this Accommodation, 
put it farther off, by the different Methods which 
they took.  _ 
 Montalzachad not (cen me above twice, before he 
- gave me to underſtand he was in love with me, and +» 

that the dnly motive that induc'd him to labour a ' 
" Reconciliation between mie and my Husband, was, - 
becauſe that belpg his Neighbour, it would be the 
more eaſy for im to vilit me. As for the DireRor, 
he troubV'd me with long Diſcourſes that were of- 
fenſive to me: He would be proving in Mood and 
Figure, that I could not in Conſcience live a-part 
- from my Husband ;. and he repeated ſo many diſ- 
obliging Stories about my ill Condud,, that he made 
me mid. I anſwerd him, that I had nothing to 
do with his long Sermans, and ſent him away with 
great indignation, He was not acculftom'd to be 
fo 1udely handi'd ; but on the other fide, had the 
Reputation of an. Oracle in all Pious Negociations 
which he undertook. So thathe lookt upon me as 
a Reprobate : And after he had left me in a kind 
of Paiſin, he went and gave out in all Companies 
where | came, that my heart was harden'd, and 
that I wouid dye in my Iniquity, Of all the People 

chat 
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_ that ever attack'd my Reputation, no body did it 
with more malice, nor more elaborately then this 
devout Ecclefiaſtic. He thought he did God good 
ſervice in defaming Ine 3 ard 1 quicklypupd ny 
ſelf become a Prey to the fury of Falſe Zealots, 
who cri'd out that I was a Gangreen'd Member that 
was to be cut off from the reſt of the Body. Sugh 
ſorts of Zealots arc never to be employ'd in Aﬀairs 
- of the ſame nature witch mine ; at leatt chey ought 
to be infirufted before they go to work, that Mild- 
neſs and Patience are the moſt approved means to 
obtain ſucceſs 3. and operate much more effecually 
then the Tranſports agd InveRtives of an over-pal- 
fionate Zeal. Tis a ſtravge thing that they, who, 
by- reaſon of the Contidence which their Profeſ- 
fion demands y” ought to be the moſi ſparing of 
. the honour of their Neighbour, ſhobld be, as ge- 
nerally they are, the firſt that rend and tear it with 
moſt inhumanity. A DireQor, by vertue of his» 
Otfice, will never pardon thoſe by whom his Zzal 
IS 11] receiv'd ; And Zealots,* like the Perſon whom 
we ſpeak of, are ſcldom foft and charitable , but 


when they are flatter'd and applauded. | - oo 
As for Mhmalzac, ſo ſoon as he had diſcover'd his 


Paſſion to me, 1 began as ſoon to (uſpe& all the Advice 
he gave me: And for fear that by admitting his Viſits, 
he might think I had ſome intention to flatter his 
Hopes,[ told him,l would acquaint my Husband with 
his audacious diſcovery of his Amorous Sentiments 
to his Friend's Wite: And that notwithfianding my 
real Inclinations to an, Accommodation, I would 
defer it till he had a rhore faithful Friend for his 
Neighbour. Montalzac, faming, to ſee hitnſelf ſo 
difdainfully reje&ed, reſolv'd to obſerve all my mo- 
tions, and to inform my Husband of every. tiep l 
took; which he did exacly:z bar ſtill ſetting out 

G 2 | the 
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. the moſt innocent things in what Colours he pleas'd, 
Thus let a Woman be never ſo diſcreet and wary, 
tis impoſſible ſhe ſhould avoid the firoaks of Scan- 
dal and Ealumny, when ſhes fo unfortunate as to 
be belov'd by wicked People. 
 _ While - $66 were thus labouring to act me. 
to my Husband, I had a:greater deſire then ever to 
be parted from him, - The ProteFion of Madam 
de Chatillon had procur'd me the ſame Favour from . 
 Monficur the Prince. I muſt confeſs, that had I 
not bin ſo powerfully ſupported, I ſhould have bin 
more willing to have hearken'd to my Husband's 
Offers ; 5 but all that came near me, perſuaded me , 
againſt *@m ; ſome out of Intereſt ; others becauſe 
they would.not give themſelves the trouble to let 
me ſee the inconveniences of a Nefign, wherein I 
ran the hazard of ill Succeſs. * And tmdecd there are 
few real Friends, that know how to give Women 
thoſe Counſels which are moſt agreeable to their 
real Exigencies. There was no body but Mrs: L- 
val, who thought it unfriendly to flatter me. She 
cold me every day, 'that I could not take a more ho- 
nourable Courſe then to live with my Husband 3 
and infifted that it behov'd me at leaftkto hear the 
advantageous Offers which he made me. Eut I was 
not then in a condition to reliſh the ſolid Reaſons 
with which (he ſapported her wholſome Advice. 
The ill Uſage which fo good a Woman daily ſuffer'd 
from her Husband, made me afraid of the like from 
mine, I had not as yet learnt the Leſſon ſhe had 
. done, that the Reputation of a Woman is never 
{ecure, when ſhe lives afunder from him, whom 
God has once united to her. Oa the other fide, I 
thought I ſhould be happy if I could obtain a Sepa- 
hn, ; and this was that which I only thought 
it my duty to labour for, 


S, Albe 
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St. Albe had fill recourſe to me under the Op- 
preſſion of his Father z nor can I deny, but that tis 
 reſpeR with which he always accompani'd his Pa(- 
fion for me, made me very deſirous'to be ſervice- 
able to him. © 1 imputed all his Father's ill uſage of 
him to my ſelf : I was mov'd that he ſhould ſo long 
diſguize himſelf for my ſake; and moreover, I par- 
| don'd him all reports to which he had expos'd me, 
in favour of the pleafing Vengeance which he had 
given me the occafron to take upon his Father's Im- 
r-*tunities. I was alſo good-natur'd ; and tho as yet I: 
fei: 10 motions of affecion-for "My however | had 
too - 14.:t an eſteem for his Perſon, to refuſe him 
whatever I could in civility contribute toward the 
making of his Life leſs miſerable. To ſum up all 
ina word, I did not think it was a crime in him to 
 Tove me, and I thought that an Amour which was 
no way offenſive to me, could be no inducement to 
hinder me from doing that, which 1 would have 
done out of generolity, Thereupon I ſpoke to Ma- 
dam de Chatilon in his favour,” lay'd before her the 
ſad condition of the Young Gentleman, and begg'd 


. of her to make uſe of her credit in his behalf.She was 


well pleas d that I took his part; however at the 
fame time ſhe made me ſenſible, that it would be 
another blot upon my Reparation , ſhould it be 
known that | had any hand in ſerving him. Which 
made me requeſt her to procure” St. Albe's Liberty, 
yer (o that I might not be ſec in the bulineſs. In 
ſhort, \'Madam : Chatillon ſpoke to Monficur the 
Prince , who obtain'd an Order for his Releaſe, 
and at the ſame time procur'd him an Employment 
in the Army better then that which he had before. 
It was preſently the Publick O Opinion that Ma- 
dam de Chatillon had never procur'd St. Albe's Li- 
berty, had it not bin at my requeſt, But give me 
G 3 leave 
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leave to queſtion whether I was to be blam'd -for 


concerning my ſelf in his behalf. The Delicacy. 
which I ow'd my, Reputation,did not require me to 
be inſenſible of the misfortunes of a Perſon, who 
for his merit and his Youth was worthy of compaſ- 
ſion. There was not any body but. my ſelf to whom 
he could have recourſe z and I never repented df 
the ſervice I did him. Whatever occaſion after- 
wards it gave to be objected againli me as a Crime, 
it had bin a great piece of Cruelty co have aban- 
don'd St. Albein that deplorable Condition where- 
in he was; eſpecially when it was .in my poyer fo 
relieve him, How careful (oever a W\ ..man ought 
to be of her Honour, 1 am of opinion that 'tis law-. 


ful for her to do a good Action. And when a Wo- 
man 15 ecfzm'd upon thoſe accounts, the 1s only to 


complain of certain unhappy. Circumſtances that 
ſometimcs will not ſuffer Women to do good. . 


Actions unpuniſh'd. 


' do {oon as St. Albe was got ſafe out of his Fe- 
ther's Clutches by' the Credit of Monſitcur the 
Prince, Pablick Rumours gave it out; more then, 
ever, to be an ce of the love, that was bes» 
tween us. This was what his, Fathex ſpread 
abroad in all Companies 5 and fontalzac way no + 
leſs diligent to inform my Husband. of the Com:; . 


_ mon Report: Which oblig'd me to a fteady Re- 


ſolution never to ſee Se. Albe more ; And though 
I did rot think ] had deſcrv'd any thing of Re- 
proach for having procur'd his Liberty, yet [ 
thought ir my duty-to avoid a ſort of Vifics which 
would have drawn a Scandal apon me with much- 
more juliice. Oo 

- Bur Sr, 4!he had a heart 2s generous 2s my (elf; 
and as the jnjurfthat | mſght do my («lf in ating 
for him, had nct hinder'd me from being ſerviceable 
p24 b-> - s ; 5 UF "- ; | 4 ro 
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to him z he on his fide could not believe, that the 
wrong which his Gratitude might do me, was 4 
ſufficient Obacle to hinder him from ſhewing it. 
He thereforefore ſeveral times by the Solicitations 

of others begp'd the favout of admitting him but 
* £0 one ſingle Viſit : But finding me obſtinate in 
my denial, he relolv'd to fee the whatever it coſt 

him. *Tis true, I had better haye given him ad- 
* - miſſion at firſt without ſo much oppoſition z but 
my Nicety prov'd prejagichel to me upon this Oc- 
cation. 

At the ſame time Madam de Chatillon went to 
her Signiory of Marlow , whither I accompani'd 
her, and where the Abbot Foxquet came often to 
vilit us. Certain it is, that Madam &de Chatillz 
would never have ſuffer'd his Afſiduitles, but be-_ 
cauſe ſhe was unwilling, to diſpleaſe a man who 
had too much Credit at Court, which is an Argu- 
ment that ſhe was not ſo-guilty of.Coquetry, as 42 
Scandalous Memoir would make her. She was al- 
ways convinc'd , ſince the Adventure of his Lodg- 
dngs, that the Abbot had a kindneſs for me; which 
was the reaſbn perhaps that ſhe carri'd. me along 
with her to Marlox; in hopes that the Abbot would: 
be more then ever my Servant, or at laſt that ſhe 
might put upon my Account the frequent Journ- 
neys that he' made to Marloyw. I conjecur'd her 
Deſign; but I was fo highly beholding to her, that 
I was: willing for her fake to. expoſe my ſelf to 
Whatever could be faid of me; and I think I had 
reaſon to do as I did. There are certain Obliga- 
tions that will never permit us to be ungratefal ; 
and I ſhould have thought it a ridiculous piece of 
Nicene(s to have oppos'd Madam de Chatillon's De- 
ſign, I thought it ſufficient if I did not contribyte 
by my ill Gondue to the Siniſter Conſtructions 
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which the Journey might produce, if at leaſt ſuch 
Complacencies might be allow'd of without Re- 
proach. - In a word, I ſet my ſelf above all Scru- 
ples. Theſe are alſo Circumſtances which it is trou- 
blefome for a Woman to be engag'd inz and where 
a Wormman cannot'do a good Action without lofing 
fomething of her Hgnour. But what muſt ſhe do! 
She muſt either renounce the World for goodeand- 
al, or cl{e reſolve to meet with theſe Inconveniences 
ſometimes.” POO” OE eWO TOrg” 17 [og 


- 


®. 


| BI 


Book the Fourth. 


_ 
NTT 


—_ ws 


HILE we ftai'd at Marlow, the Lord Digby 
who had hir'd a Houſe in the: Neighbour- 
hood , thought himſelf oblig'd to pay a Vili to 
Madam de Chatillon; but this Viſit was attended by 
ſo many others, that preſently a Report was ſpread 
about, that my TItd was in love with her nor 
was ſhe ſorry it ſhould be imagin'd that my Lord 
bent all his Aſſidbities to her: For then ſhe was in 
hopes it would not be nois'd about that ſhe had any 
kindneſs for Abbot Fowgquet, when ſhe hearken'd to 
another, | 4 
The Abbot, at his: firſt coming to Marlo, ſaid 
nothing to me that ſeem'd to make me any way the 
Objec of his thoughts. But ſo ſoon as he perceiv'd 
that my Lord was in love with Madam de Chatilon, 
he was dcfirous to try whether ſhe would not dif 
cover ſome effecs.of her Jealouſy. I underfiood 
his Intentions by the continual Complaints he made 
of her to my ſelf : And it may be well belicv'd that 
] had no delire to comply with his faign'd AﬀeRion 
for me. But the more I was refolv'd to give 
no Anſwer, the more 1 imagin'd it might be lay 
ful for me to carry my {elf civilly towards him. 
This engag'd. him farther then 1 intended z and 
things came to that paſs, that I thought my ſelf 
aſſur'd that he lov'd me really. I reſolv'd therefore 
not to keep him in ſuſpence : For I told him plain- 
ly that all his Pains would be in vain. Bur then I 
found by Experience, that a Woman hazerds her 
| | Reputa- 
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Reputation no leſs by giving marks of a Paſſion of 
which ſhe is not at all ſenſible, then in declaring an 
abſolute Averlion. | 
The Abbot told me, he wonder'd I made no 
better uſe of his kindneſs, fince it was in his power 


. 3 do me an injury by diſcovering my private famſ- 


larity with one of .my Lo rd's Domeſtic Servants. 
e words ſu iz'd me, and I defir'd him to 
interpret his meatiin eo which he refas'd to do, but 
flung out of the Room full of deſpite and anger. 
__Allttle while after I \ wor! going to inform Madam 
de Chatillon of what had p a gb ſhe interrupted 
me, telling me that I A a Foot, and ran the ha- 
zard of ruining my ſelf paſt all redemption ; that it 
was known that Sr. Alhe was with me every day; 
and that to che end we might fee one another with 
more convenience, 1 had order'd him to diſguiſe 
himſelf : in ſhort, that he waited upon my Lord in 
the nature of his Pale de Chambre. I proteſicd to 
her, 'thit if that were the Baſincſs, 1 knew nothing 
of it ; that had never feen St. Albe ſince his being 


releas'd oat of Prifon, and that f On not ' 


the meaning of theſe Diſcourſes, © 

However, what Madam de Chatiflon told me, was 
true : For Sr. Alb: ,” ſtill -pofſefs'd 'with his Love, 
and not knowing what Se ro take upon my xe- 
foal to fee him , yet underſtanding that I was at 
lox , and chat my Lord Digby pay'd frequent | 
its to Madam 4:' Chatillon , got into his Setvice 
ehder 2 borrow'd Name. | But I had not as yet ſeen 
him ; he ſatisfy'd himſelf with only ſceing me ſome- 
eimes'in the Crowd, waiting for the Opportunity 
which he ſought, However he was known, and up- 
on'that it was imagin'd that we convers'd together 
every Day. 


I begg'd 


o 
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I begg'd of Madam de Chatillon,, that St. Mhe 

might be ſpoken to, and defir'd to be gone, before 

the Buſineſs made any further noiſe, and that I 
ſhould be his mortal = ou if he difobey'd me. 

Upon this Madam de Chatiliow ſent for St. 4lbe, 

and lay before him the Injury which he did my”: 


Reputation. But he appear'd to her {o pierc'd with 


ſorrow for having diſpleas'd me, and (o ready to 


obey, that ſhe took pity of him, and promis'd him 


_ that before the return'd to Paris, ſhe would give 


him an opportunity of ſeeing me, and immediately 
ſending for me, ſhe left me with him. He threw 
himſelf at my feet, without being able to ſpeak one 
word:' On the other fide, I had not the power to 
chide him ; 1 only ay'd before him the Injuries to 


_ which he expos'd me by his Follies 3 and told bim, 


that it bzhov'd him to overcome a Paſſion that was 
neither convenient for him, or me 3 that 1 would be 
eo one of his Friends; but that I ſhould hate 
him, .i&,he did not apply himſelf more ſeriouſly to 
the Duty which he ow'd the King's Service, and 
made it his endeavour to render himſelf worthy: 
the Favours which Madam de Chaiillon had procur'd 
him. This ſaid, away he went, charm'd with tny 
gentle reception of him, and as he lett me, told 
me; that he ſhould never be happy , till he had for 
my ſake loft a Life for which he was indebted only 
to my Goodneſs. 
However, this could not be carri'd ſo privately, 
but chat ic came to the Ears of Sr.*4lbe's Father 


and Momntalzae ; who Both made it their buſineſs 


to publiſh this Adventure, ſet forth and garniſh'd 
with a thouſand horrid Circumftances of their 
OWN. , 

The Abbot Foxtquet ſeeing all his Attempts upon 


me Fore unſucceſsful, renew*d his Sedulities to 
Madam 


went. to Pars. 
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Madam de Chatillon: He affected never to. (ee her, 
but in my preſence 3 he thought my Lord was bet- 
ter receiv'd then he, grew melancholy upon it, and 
7. | Bur underſtanding in a lictle time 
after, that my.Lord was alſo about to return, and 
that he had already tak'n leave of the Dutcheſs, he 
came back to Marlon, and aQed all the parts of a 
P2flionate Lover in his, Addrefles to her ; but fhnd- 
ing me always iy-her Company, and not being able 
to.diſcourſe her freely , he refolv'd to cut. me_out 
work. \ | IO: 0h 

The Abbot Forguet believ'd, as all the reſt of the 
World did, that | lov'd St. Alhe ; and how he 


found Jim out, 1 know not, but he brought him 


one. day along with him to Marlex ; telling us a 
plauſible Story, that Se. 4lbe was under ſome trou- 
ble, which oblig'd him to conceal himſclt; and 
that he had made him believe that Madam de Cha- 
1i1lon would not refyfe him her Protection. 

The Abbot, who thought he had donezme.an 
extraordinary kindneſs, was not a little ſurpriz'd 
to ſee what a cold reception 4 gave St, 41be. - For [ 
ask'd him whether he had loſt his Wits z whether 
it were his Reſolution that I ſhould hate him, and 
ordex'd him to be gone forthwith. But Madam 
de Chati/lon, whom the-awful Reſpe& and Misfor- 
tunes of the Young Gentleman mov'd to cormpal- 
ſion, told me, there was nyo necellity. tor ſending 
him away, ſo haſtily, but that at leaſt he ought to 


- be allow'd (ofhe time to refit himſelf. I could not 


deny whatever Madam de Chatillon delis d, fo that 
St. Aibe had . now his.time to diſcourſe me. So 


ſoon therefore as he .had an opportunity to ſpeak 


ro me in private, he conſels'd that he had no trou- 
ble upon him which oblig'd higm to ſeek for ſan- 
Guary, that he wonder'd at the Reception which 

Ji | gave . 


REELS 
' him, becauſe the Abhot Fouguer had told him that 
' I paſſionately defird his Company : That it was 
reported at Paris, that the Abbot. was belogd - 
by Madam de Chatillonz that ſhe ftay'd at Marlos - 
only to have a more regular familiarity with him 3 
that he firengthen'd thoſe Reports himſelf z and 
laſtly, that he had given him to underſtand, that 
. I would be overjoy'd to have ſome body to bear 
me company ; and that | told him , he would do 
me a kindneſs to find me out a Companion, and 
bring him along with him. "1 

I gave Madam de Chati/lon an Account of all this 
Diſcourſe, who took no notice of it to the Abbot, ' 
but the next day we return'd to Paris, *Twas in 
vain for her to juſtify her ſelf z for the World was 

fully poſſeſs'd, that her retiring from Paris was only 
that ſhe might with more freedom enjoy the Ab- 
bot's Company ; and no body queſtion'd but that 
St. Albe was my particular Favourite. | 

At our return the Abbozs came every day to wait 
upon Madam de Chatillon; but ſhe took ſuch parti- 
cular care to avoid all manner of privacy with him, 
that *twas impoſſible for him to ſpeak to her with- 
out Witneſles. 

While Madam de Chatillon lead. this manner of 
_ Life with the Abbot, I lodg'd at the Hoſtel d En- 
tragues, For Madam de Chatillon, and I, thought 
it convenient t6 ſeparate, though that was no hin- 
drance to us from frequently viliting cach other. 
At the fame time alſo Mrs. Laval, who endeavour'd 
to Make me reliſh a Reconciliation with my Huſ- 
band, preſs'd me ſo importunately to hear what he 
had to offer me, that I ſent for Montal/zac. He 
came; but he told me my Husband had alter'd his 
mind ; that my Journey to Marlow had very much 
 eſtrang'd him from any Accommodation. I then 
declar'd 


; 8: RE [94] | | bg 8 
declar'd to Montolzec,. that I was ſorry my Huſ-. 
band was ih ſuch a Humour, for that I was ſin- 
cqgely inclin'd to a Reconciliation with him. - 

"Mantalzac affur'd me, that if I would give him 


: any hopes of ſucceſs in his Amour, he would work. 


my Husband to other Sentiments. This made me 
bethink my ſelf of managing Montalzac to the. beſt 
advantage ; for I knew he had a great power over 
my Husband ; and I conſider'd; that if he did not 
accomplith his Negociation, yet that at leaſt I ſhould 
make it apparent to all the World that T defir'd an 
Agreement , by my keeping fair with Montalzac. 
Therefore | play'd theDifſembler thisOccafion 
and fo forbearing to promiſe. Montalzac that I would 
reward his Diligence, I left tim ſome glimmering 
Hopes that I might one day not be infenfible of his 
Pafſion, From that very moment he imagin'd that 
his Pexſon was not diſpleaſing to me. But believing 
me prepoſſe(s'd for' St. Albe, he requird a Promiſe 
from me that I would never ſec him more. To 
which I return'd him an Ambiguous Reply, with- 
out any tartneſs in the leaſt, On the contrary, as 
if I had bin to juſtify my ſelf in every thing that 
had bin rumour'd in the World concerning Sr. Albe * 
and my ſelf, I told him, that in truth 1 was be- 
lov'd by him, but that I had always us'd him very 
ſeverely ; that my manner of receiving him at Mar- 
lou , was a convincing Proof of what I faid ; that 
I had forbid him to come near; apd that in ſhort, 


| I had quite given over ſeeing him ; when juſt as I 


had ſpok'n the words, St. Albe comes into my 
Chamber, 


I leave-ye.now to judge at the Trouble and Afto- 
niſhment 1 was in ; becauſe that really I had not 
ſcen Sr. Albe in a long time beforc, and chat I knew” 

not 
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not what was become of him. I ſpoke to him 

_ therefore Jike one that was heartily angry with 

Him, and bid him be gone immediately. ' Nor did 
St. Albe dare to offend 'me, but retir'd with all 
the ſubmiſſion imaginable, begging pardon for his 
having diſpleas'd me. However , his. unexpeted 
Arrival perſuaded Montalzac that all 1 had told him 
was falſe; and becauſe that Sr. Albe withdrew fo 

, quickly, hefhought it to be a Trick concerted be- - 

tween us. Oh, ſaid he in kind of fronical Ralliery, 

You are very fineerc indeed 5; who dares queſtion 

' your Vertue ? The World certainly does ye a great 

deal of wrong to ſuſpe& your Chaſtity : In ſhort, he ; 

gave me ſo much offenſive Language, that he made 

me angry. I then repented I had ſent away Ss. Albe, 
and I was juſt about to have ſent for him back, to 
let Montalzac fee how little I car'd for what he. 
thought of me'; ſo true it is, that Women care not 
what they do, when they are provok'd However, 

1 did not recall Sr. Albe, but fatisfy d my elf 
with only ſending away Momalzac with a befitting 
Indignation. 

Now as St. Alhe went out of the Houfe, he un- 
derftood that the Perſon whom he ſaw in my 
Chamber was the Marquis of Montalzac, and there- 
foxe calling to mind at the ſame time the ill Offices 

'he had done me, he refolv'd to wait his coming 
forth, and revenge the Injurics I had complain'd of: 
Se. Albe never confider'd the Conſequences of what 
he was goinÞ to do, but follow'd the motions of 
his Anger. Sorſoon therefore as he faw Montalzac, he 
clos'd up with him, and asking him how he durſt 
defame'a Lady who deferv'd to be ſpoken of with {o 
much reſpe&, he preſently'forc'd him to draw his 
Sword. For ſome time they fought without any , 
advantage 3 but at length Monta/zac, after he had 

wounded 
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wounded St. Albe, fell dead at his feet. This 


Duel was fought almoſt under my Windows, and, 
the noiſe with which the People, who, though too 
late, made haſte to part *em, fill'd the Strect, ob- 
lig'd me to open 'em z where the firſt fight that 
ſtrook my Eye, was St. Albe, who, though ſcarce 
able to ſtand, endeavour;d to gain t 
Hoſtel” d' Entragues. I could not be i cruel as to 
ſhut it gainſt him 4 on the other fide, I ran down, 
and was the firſt who order'd him to be let in. So 


| ſoon as he ſaw me, he fell at my feet, and with a+ 


languiſhing Tone, Madam, faid he, I dye the hap- 
py Perſon that has reveng'd the Injuries done you. 
But I begg'd.the Maſter of the Houſe to carry him 
without delay through a Back-door into a Neigh- 
bour's Houſe, where his Wounds were dreſt the firſt 
time ; and from thence I took care to have him re- 
mov'd to another Houſe a little farther off. And 
by this means it ſo happen'd, that the Purſuit, which 
was after him, could not find him our. | 
However, the thing happen'd at ſuch a time that 
Duels were puniſh'd more ſeverely then ever, and 


| I aw that Sr. Albe would ſtand in need of Great 


Credit: to procure a Gentle Proſecution on the 
King's Side. To this purpoſe, away I flew to Ma- 
dam de Chatilon's, and inform'd her of the whole 
Adventure, There I luckily met the Abbot Fuu- 
quet,, who promis'd me that the Iaformations ſhould 
not be given to the Proftor- General «his Brother, 
till he had view'd *em; and that he would fo order 
it, that ic ſhould appear as if Se. 4Jbe had bin firtt 
affulced. | 

The Abbot was as good as his word 3 fo that by 
his Diligence and his Care, no harm enſu'd, but 
St. Albe had liberty to appear abroad, fo ſoon as his 


calth would permit him ; his Pardon was pro- | 
-» curd 


Door of the 


| this Adventure, but:the Prejudice which it did my 
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cur'd and diſpatch'd ; fo that nothing remain'd of 


AAf. For how was it otherwiſe to - #1 eas CF. 
that I had a kindneſs for St. Albe, confidering what 
I had done for him? Nevertheleſs I only ſerv'd him 
out of generoſity and compaſſion, and. my Opinion 
was, that Women, the moſt ſevere Profcſiors of 

Fercue, would have-done as muchas I did. All the 
while that Sf. 4lbe lay private, I never went'to ſee 
him. I muſt confeſs, 1 put a conſiraint upon my 
ſelf in ſo doing ;z becauſe that befides that my Vilits 
might have contributed to his Cure, the love 
which he teſtih'd for me was accompani'd with 'a 
charming reſpet and awful ſubmiſſion. Perhaps 
the greateſt part of Women, who enjoy an unble- 
bliſh'd Reputation, would not have bin ſo nice up- 
on {uch an Occation, | 

Nevertheleſs, when I confider'd what the World 
talk'd publickly of S. 4/be, and my elf, it was an 
affliction to me, and I] thought my ſelf unhappy :; 

For in ſhort, St. Albe's unintercſied Zeal did me'as 
much harm , as the Character of thoſe who lov'd 
 mewith leſs niceneſs. Thus there is no Lover which 

| it does not behove a Woman to be afraid<f, ſeeing 

there is ſo much danger in the Viſits of an honett_ 

*man. - he 

Now in regard the Abbot Forquet believ'd that 

I had a love for St. Alhe, he was no lels perſuaded 

that I was greatly beholding to himſelf, and there- 

fore thought he had a right to demand of me ſome 

Marks of my acknowledgment. He told me, that 

ſeeing, he had for my ſake fav'd the Life of my Lo- 

yer, he expected frem me a piece of Service which , 
I could not deny him without Ingratitude 5 which 
was to give him information how Madam Ch til! x 


 demean'd her (elf with the Marſhal H: quincourt, 
| H | who 
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who for ſome Months had ſeem'd to be very mich 
her Servant.” I made him anſwer, that I had not 
yet obſerv'd that Madam de Chatillon had any kind 
neſs for thoſe that had'a love for her, and that ſhe 
only admitted *em into her Company out of. civi- 
lity. I added, that it became him better to under- 
ſtand Madam de Chatillon's Character , which was 
rather to ſeck the ſettlement of a Good Fortun® 


'then to live under the uncertainty of Wanton ' 
. Amours. 


The Abbot d: Foxquet told me, he knew that well 
enough z however, he defir'd me to do him the fa- 
vour which he requeſted of me. 

But chough I was oblig'd-to the Abbot Foxgquet, 
yet | thought my ſelf much more beholding to Ma- 


' datt; de Chatillon ; and therefore I fail'd not to give 


her an account .of the Truſt which, the Abbot 
endeavour'd to repoſe in tme, To which, Tow are 


_ mt the firſt, ſaid Madam de Chatillon to me, whom 


he bas tri d to engage to inform him of all my AGions. He 
is a jealows Friend, who cannot endure that any body elſe 
ſhould have a kindneſs for me ; and becauſe 1 cannot love 
bim after ſuch a manner as he defires , be conceits that I 
reſerve that ſort of friendſhip for another. With theſe 
thoxghts be torments himſelf ; all thoſe that viſis me di- 
flurb bis reft, and wpon the leaſt appearance be framets. 
Sxſpicions to himſelf, which he will not ſuffer to be rooted. 
from bis mind ; be diſperſes 'em in the world, and finds” 
out people that ſpread 'em abroad in all Companies. Is it 
not He who has endeavour'd to, perſuade all the. 
Earth that I love Monſieur de Candale, and Monſieur 
de Nemours 7 | do not wonder therefore that the. 
Vifits of Marſhal 4” Hogrincowrt alarum him ; *cis the 
Character which he bears. But you know, added ſhe, 
theReaſons that induc'd me tobe civil to him : And 


I mult now difſemble. Do you make as if you had ne- 
” ver 


: De” 
Ds as 

' yer ſpok'n o me I permit ,you to give hirh ari 4c< 
count of my Demeanour with the Marſhal ; but it 
wilt be to no purpoſe for you to tell him the truth;he 
' will never believe ye; he will accule ye of Diffinu- 
- lation; for he is a Man who will not be fatish d 
with any Relations that make his Injuſtice appear : 
In a word, *tis his defirc that People ſhould ipealt 
at of me. 

What Madam de Chatillon told me, came to paſs 5 
for the Abbot believ'd I would never betray her; 
and when I aſſur'd him that no min could have a 
juſt Suſpicion of Madarn de Chatillon's Vertne ; he 
'told me, he well knew what thoughts it behov'd 
him to have of it, and flew into a paſſion becauſe [ 
would not tell him' an untruth. | 

Nevettheleſs, Madam de Chatillon forbore not to 
ſee him, but ſtill admitted his Viſits : And this 
Compliance alone it was which caus d her Conduct 
to be ſuſpeRed z but for this, ſhe had preſerv'd 1:4 


_* tire the Reputation which ſhe deſcrv'd, 


For"my own part, I had fill mote reaſon to 
complain then Madam de Chatillon, being oblig'd to. 
be careful how I offended my Friends, and finding 
tny ſelf in ſuch a condition as gave opportunities to 
authorize whatever the World would 'fay of me: 
For when a Woman lives a-part frem her Huf- 
band, ſhe furniſhes Diſcourſe with Wezpons againlt 
her ſelf; nor is it thought an injury done her to 
ſaſpet her Behaviour. 

Fe, Albe was. no ſooner cur'd, but his Father 
dy'd ; and happy for him he dy'd lo ſuddainly, 
' that he had no time to make a Will, whereby to 

. difinherit him. 

The firſt uſe that Sz. Abe made of his Inherlcance, 
was to offer it to my ſelf. He wrote to me, that 
1 was Miltreſs of all his Eſtate ; and defir'd I wou'd 

H 2 | permit 
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permit him to make it over to me by a Deed of - 
Gifc, for a particular Reaſon. His Friends were all 
tor having | him to marry; and in regard it was im- 
Rofſivle to conſent to any ſuch Propoſal, he chought 
ro xid himſelf of their Importunities, by letting 'enm 
ſee that he had diſpos'd of his Eſtate. 

Though this Propoſal ſeem'd to be very extrava- 
gant, yer was not inſenſible of the Gentleman's - 
Generotity. And at the ſame time 1 bewail'd my 
Misforcune to be belov'd by a man, who, the more 


| Capable he was to perform Heroic AQions, the more 


he-prejudic'd my Reputation. And how did I ex- 
poſe my (elf to the Fury of his Relations, when 
Du (hould come to apderfiand the Deſign Which he 
had propounded to me! -A Rock ſo much the 
more dangerous, by how much I. felt my ſelf 
more 'pleafingly flatter'd 3 for I knew then, it 
weuld not be 'poſſible for me to hate a man 
thas gave me every day new occafions to eltcem 
him. - 
Had 1 not had a thouſand Reaſons of Prudence 
and Vertue, yet methought 1 would not have bin 
without *em then, to render my ſelf worthy the 
Sentiments which St. Albe had for me; and I de- 
ſi:*d no other Proof to juſtify my Conduct. From 
chat time forward I was convinc'd, that there was 
no Woman, let ker have but never ſo little Reaſon, 
that can deny her fclf not to be touch'd with 
Principles of Honour, when ſhe is belov'd by a Man 
who only deſerves to be the Objced vt her Aﬀedion, 
And it we meet with Women every day who arc 
ſomewhat nice in fixing their Amours, *tis becaule 
they can find no Perſon who merits a more refined 
Delicacy. | For ; generally the Character of tholc by 
whom they ar? belov'd, is that whica procures em 
their happy or unhavpy Dcftiny 5 and nothing 
rceachcs 
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teaches *@m their. duty- better, then a Lover who- 
-underſiands the performance of his own. _ | 

\ That which St. 4Jbe did on his part, tawght me 
what it bchov'd me to.do on mine, | reſolv'd not 
only to refuſe his Offegs', but alſo to oblige him 
to marry, I ſent him word , that he would ruin 
me by doing what he intchded ; but if he defir'd 
ſhould have a kindneſs for him 2s long, as | liv'd, 
- that it behov'd him to comply with the Delires of 
\ his Relations ; which I conjur'd him to accomplith, 
. by the care it became him to have of my Repy- 
tation, 
-. My Anſwer afflicted him 3. he fell ſick; and du- 
ring his Sickneſs he wrote me ſeveral Letters, where- 
in he endeavour'd to perſuade me to con{ert to the 
Deed of, Gift. But I reſolutely rc{us'd him $5 and. 
wrote to him freſh Exhortations to marry ; uvleſs 
he had a mind to loſe my Favour for ever. And 
indeed it was caſy to be ſecn,: that I could never 
have avoided the Perſecutions of his Family, had 
they had the leaſt intimation of his Deſign, 

, As for the Donation, ſuppoſe he onlfiey d the ill 

conſequences that would infallibly have attended it, 
' and therefore never ſpoke to me more concernivgit; 


- but he (ent me word that he could not refolve to 


marry ; for that ſeeing 1 had refus'd him, We valu'd 
* no body eMe befide. Ana the pleaſure which this Sen- 
timent infus'd into me, hinder'd me from oppoling 
it, which was the reaſon that I could rot avoid be- 
ing made the Objec$ of what the Malice of. his Re- 
lations could throw upon me. 

For in regard that they were very carneft with bln 
to marry, and fo much the rather, becauſe a*confi- 
dcerable Match was offer'd him, which they were 
afraid of milling, they imputeddhis refuſal of it to 
mec, v0 that his "Kindred being prepoſſels'd with. 

H 3 that 
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that Opinion, broke all the Laws of Decorum with 
me, and fell upon my Reputation with all the cru- 
elty imaginable. On the one fide they ſent to my 


Husband, and peal'd it in my Mother's Ears that 
St. 4lbe kept me 3 and on the other fide they hant- 


- ed St. Albe with ridiculous Stories of my pretended 


Amours. And things were carri'd fo high, that'a 


' GreatLord,'who had a mind to marry his Daughter 


to St, Aibe , propos'd the ſending me away to my 
Husband by force, which I had notice of; and up- - 
op that, falling out with Sr. Albe in g00d earneſt, 
I ſent him word that I would hate him, and never 
ſce him more, if he did not comply with the De- 
fires of his Friends. 
He tri'd divers ways to diſpence with this Ne- 
cefſicy ; but ſeeing that the longer he delay'd his 
Marriage, the more bitterly they inveigh'd againſt 
me, he promis'd. to marry the Party propos'd to 
him : He went to ſee her, and the Articles of the 
Contra were ſoon ſign J, 
After he had given me this proof of his Submiſſi- 
on, he begg'd leave that he might pay me a Viſit , 
nor did I think it proper to refule him. He came 
to me with ſuch a face of Grief, as made me repent 
of what I had exaced from him z nor could 1 diſ(- 
ſemble how great a Sharer I was with him in his 
Sorrow. , But in ſhort, faid I, there is no other ' 
way for you to aſſure me of your Love, Marry 
then; and to compleat the proof of your AﬀeRion 
for me,. you mult likewiſe love the Perſon whom 
you are going to marry 3 and as you demean your 
ſelf to her, I ſhall judge of your love to me. But 
have a care how you behave your ſelf with the leaſt 
ſcorn and contempt, for the reaſon of it will be pre- 


: {ently conje&ur'd. Well, Madam, repli'd St. Abe, 


with a tigh, I will do what whatever you command 
mecs5 
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me 3 but my Relations and my Wiſe ſhall know, 
that 'tis to you they are beholding for it ; and up- 
| on. condition that they come.and ask you pardon - 
for the Injuries they have done you. - No, faid 1, 
that would produce a bad effet; for your Wife will 
never lofe ye, when ſhe ſhould come to underſtand 
that any other then her ſelf had oblig'd you to mar- 
ry her, But as for your Relations, I give you leave 
ro let 'em ſee that you had all along a kindneſs for 
me z nevertheleſs, that I never was'the Woman 
who gave you bad Counſel, At lealt permit me, 
Madam, repli'd St, Albe, to bring my Mother hi- 
ther, that ſhe' may be acquainted with your Sen- 
timents, and by that means be. enabl'd afterwards 
to. undeceive thoſe who verily believe *cwas you 
that obſiruted my Marriage ; for I proteſt, ({-id 
he, concluding, that I will never merry, if fome- 
body docs not know, that it was only done by 
your Command, I anſwer d him, that he might 
brigg his Mother to me 3 and that I would gladly 
ſee her, ſince it was a Satisfaction which he would 
not be deni'd. 
| Thus Sr. 4lbe, by cauſing this ſort of Amends to 
be made me, thought he had found a means to 
bind me in a Tye of Friendſhip with his Mother, 
that ſo he might have afterwards opportunities to 
ſee me. Nor did he conceal this Inducement from 
me; and I was'ſenſible of it, becauſe I found that 
I could hardly diſpence with a perpetual abſence 
from him :; Beſides, that I thought it would be a 
means fo. ſilence the Prittle- prattle of the World, 
. when they ſhould ſee me in. friendſhip with his 
Wife, and the reſt of his Relations. 
His Mother fail'd not to come and ſee me with 
che firſt 3 for ſince *the Adventure that befel her' 
Husband , ſhe had an inclination for me. And 
H + _ though 
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though ſhe thought a well as others that her Son 


-and I had a mntuoal kindneſ one for another, yet 


for all that ſhe delir'd my friendſhip, and requefted 
me that I would ſtill continue a Friend to her 
Son. 
St. Albe, orc oY to have the liberty of ſeeing 
me, concluded his Marriage within a few days after - 
with ſo much the leſs rxcluQancy : Though indeed 
I believe he would never have conſented to it, had 
he bin oblig'd by his Marriage to.  forbear my 
Company. 

They who imagin'd that I was an Obſtruction 
to his Marriage, admir'd when they faw the Buſi-- 
neſs done, and that I was every day with his Wife 
and his Mothcr, But in regard they could not eaft- * 
ly believe that any Woman could put fuch a con- 
firaint upon her ſelf upon ſuch an Occation , "twas 
given out that I would never have conſented to 
St, Albe's Matrimony, but only toallay the Reſent- 
ment of his Family z and that I might be in a condi- 
tion to admit of his Scdalities with leſs ditturbance g 
and in regard his Wife had both Beauty-and Merit 
to be belov'd, ſhe became moſt furiouſly jealous of 
me, Her Husband} who had all the Good Quali- 
ties of an Honeſt Civil Gentleman, behav'd him- 
ſelf with all cxancls towards her ; but though 


ſhe had no reaſon to be difſatish'd with his Car- 


riage, ſh&exaced from him never'to ſee me more, 
and carii'd her f{clf with an affected coldnefs toward 
me. . But, then 1 perceiv'd that Ihad done my (elf 
an inj.'xy to cnter into that Society. For a Wo- 
147 certainly upon -thoſe Occaſions ought always 


{7 reſolve never to keep company either ' with the 
HC: or the Wife 3 which I had a defire to do, 
tht in: tmakeamends for the fault I had coms 
Fit, to that Irctrain'd trom going any more to 


St. Albe's - * 
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Sr. Albe's Houſe? Upon which he came fo my 
* Lodging, and ask'd me the reaſon of fo fuddain a . 
_ change? In anſwer to which, I ſaid nothing of his 
Wite's coldneſs toward me z but only that my Mo- 
| ther and my Husband werEdiſplcas'd that 1 conti- 
 nv'd myacquaintance with him gs "ind therefore be- 
cauſe T was upon the point of Reconciliation, *twas 
| but: convenient that I ſhould ſhun all Occaſions of 
Diſtaſt, bind 7; » | 
This reviv'd St. 4lbe's former Gricfs and Vexa- 
tions 3 he upbraided me for having render'd him 
the moſt unfortunate of Men ; that he ſhould never 
endure his Wife ſo long as I refrain'd his Houſe, 
and that he ſhould never 'forbear to manifeſt his 
. Averlſion for her : In a Word, that I was about co - 
cauſe a . terrible Diſorder in his Family. On the 
other fide I. laid it to his Charge that he would 
certainly ruin me, and that if he had any value or 
kindneſs for me, he would not oppoſe my xeſolu- 
tion to forbegx ſeeing him." 1 beg'd him alſo to live 
lovingly - with his Wife, becauſe that if he did 
otherwiſe, people would be ſure to impute it to his 
Kindneſs for me. * No, Madam, cry'd*S?. A4lbe, I 
will never obey you in this, what ever come of it. 
Jt will never be poſſible for me to have any com-- 
placency for a perfon whom I ne're thought wor- 
- thy of my Friendſhip, but only fo far as I thoaghe 
ſhe ſerv'd to do us juſtice, She had indeed the 
confidence to defire me never to ſee you more z 
'but as to that I told her my mind, and ſhe ſeem'd 
to be ſatisfy'd with the reaſons I gave her for my 
ſeeing you 3 and when you pleaſe to honour her 
with your Viſits, I will undertake ſhe ſhall receive 
you as becomes her. I an{wer'd, that he was not 
to expca that I ſhould any more come to his 
Houlez that it would awaken his Wifes jealouſie 3 
| an 
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and beſides that, I was beginning to think ſeriouſly 
of reconciling my {elf to my Husband. He would 
have ſaid a great: deal more, Boe I refus'd to hear- 
ken to him, and bid him be gone. 

He return'd the next Uay , but I deni'd him ad- 
 mittance, and at Tengrh he deſpair'd of ever ma- 
king me alter my Reſolution, But when jt was 
known about the Town that I went no more to vi- 
fit his Wife , .*twas then given gut that ſhe had for- 
bid me the Houſe z and this Report contirm'd what 
had bin formerly ſpread abroad concerning me. I 
mult confeſs I found my ſelf under very untortunate 
Circumſtances 3 for I could not carry my felf 
' with that circumſpetneſs upon this Occaſion, but - 
that ſome ill interpretation or other would-be put _ 
- upon my Behaviour z ſo that I rather choſe to ſuffer 
that it ſhould be (aid Sz. Abe had fſacritic'd me to 
the jealouſy of his Wife, then that it ſhould be re- 
ported he had facrific'd his Wife to his Aﬀection for 
me. ; | 
But whien St.Albe began to be afſur'd of my Re- 
ſolution never to (ce him more, he laid afide all con» 
ſtraint npon himſelf, and began to lead his Wife a 
very ill life : Upon which it was preſently given 
out, that-I had advis'd hiin to take that Courle to 
ſatisfy my Revenge. | Eiet 

So ſoon therefore as I found that Sr. Albe negleR- 
ed to purſue the Counſel I had given him, I be-. 
| gan co abate of the good opinion I had of him. He 
appear'd to me to be too much like other men; I 
accus'd him for want of Niceneſs ; and I was fo un- 
juſk as to imagine with my ſelf that his Behaviour 
offended+me : I thought he fail'd in the reſpect and 
value which he ow*d me ; and therefore l reſolv'd 
to cure him of his Paſſion ; ſeeing there was no 
other way to oblige him 'to live lovingly with a 

_ : Woman, 

A ' | 


I A 
_ Woman, whom he would have thought ſufficient- 
ly amiable had he not had a love for me. + © 
Icommunicated this Defign to Miſtris Laval, and 
we agreed together, that I ſhould make a ſhew of 
being in love with a Gentleman whole Name was 
- Savigny, with whom I had bin acquainted for fome 
. time, and whom' I frequently ſaw at Madam de 
Chatillon's, whoſe Kiſman he was ; and that Miftris | 
- Laval ſhould go.to Sr. Abe, and tell him as a great 
- Secret, of this new Amour of mine. I was in hopes 
\. bythis means that St. 4lbe would have relinquiſh'd 
; all his kindneſs for me, and that he would have. 
| liv'd lovingly with his Wife, when he thoughtte 
prepoſſc(s'd for another. 1 was too-well acquainted ' 
with St, Albe's Diſcretion , not to be afraid leſt he 
ſhould make an ill uſe of this Confidence, or that it 
was not in his power to defame me. Which made 
me determine to give him proofs of this imaginary 
- Jntricgue by ſeveral Letters which I feign'd to have 
written to Savigny, and which Mrs. Laval was to 
ſhew St. Albe as one of the greateſt Secrets in the 
World, I muſt confeſs, this Artifice lay a little 
too open to diſcovery: For they that were but ne- 
ver ſo little acquainted with me , knew full well 
that I had no manner of private engagement with 
Savigny, and that he never came to my Lodging. 
However, I fanci'd/that St. A!be might ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be ſurpriz'd by it; and perhaps it might be 
nq trouble to me to try him that way; or at the 
worſt, I thbught that if he diſcover'd the Artifice, 
hewould underſtand thereby that it was my abſo- 
late defire that he would live more lovingly then 
he did with his Wife, fince I made uſe of fo firange 
- . a meansto oblige him to it. 
A part of what I foreſaw came exactly to pals. 
For it was not in Sz. 41b:'s power to have an Opi- 
| | -Nion 
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Path becauſe I cannot deſerve it. Aſſiſt me to ſapport the 
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nion mea nly favourable of me ; fince never any man 
made good the Character of a True Lover better 


then he did, which is to heve an inviolable eſteem for . 


the Perſon whom he loves. But it was not only the 
value he had for me, that hinder'd him from giving . 
credit to' the Secret that was told hitn with ſo 
much caution z the good Opinion he had of Miſtris. 
Laval, would not permit him to believe her. He 


- was convinE'd that a Woman ſo much my Friend 
as the was, could never be induc'd to betray me; - 
fo that he told Madam Laval in plain terms, that - 


he. would not yy one tittle of all her Inf nua- 


Mrs, Laval oucjoy 'd to find him ſo honeſt a Gen- 
tleman, acknowledg'd to him, that I had made 
uſe of that means to let him underſtand how much 
his Harſhneſs to his Wife offended her. 


St; Albe could not refrain 'from tears, when he 


ſaw that I did theddame thing to engage him to his - 
of which others would have done to draw him 


from it. And he deſir'd Mrs. Laval to give her 
if che. trouble of delivering me the following 
Letter. 


Surrender,” Madam, to your Goodneſs in my behalf. 
Mrs. Laval can tell ye, that I never heſitated one 
moment to take your part” again your ſelf. The efteem 
which T bave for you, made me judge at firſt ſight, that 


you had a deſign to impoſe up3n me. But undeceive your 
ſelf; for nothing ſhall ever create in me any ther Opinion, 


of your Vertue, then what I finſt conceiv'd, when I-ſa- 


crifi* d my heart and Life to your Service. I ſhall ſubmit 


to what you enjoin me: Hywever, permit me to beg of 
you, in recompence of this $ acrifice, a ſhare in your bear : 
T cannot forbear admiring it , and I ſuffer extremity of 
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' Misfortune #0 which you condemn me, in obliging me to 
*  ſhew.another what 1 can never be truly ſenfible of for any 
but your ſelf : Convince me from time to time that you © 
+ Have not quite forgotten me 3 and ſuffer me to flatter my 
felf that T ſhould bave bin more happy; if your Duty and 


mine would bave allow'd me that felicity. 


"2 


Mrs. Lval deliver'd me this Letter, and ſhe we 
when ſhe gave me an account of what ſhe had ob-" 
ſerv'd - of Great and' Heroic in the Sentiments of 
St. Albe. We both together admir'd and bewail'd 
the unhappy,Chance of my Deſtiny, which made fo 
many People cheriſh ſuch bad Opinions of me; thoſe 

| eſpecially among whom I endeayour'd to gain that 
eltcem which I thought was due to me, while the 
only Perſon, that I wonld have had prepoſlels'd 
againſt me, could not ſaffer an ill chought concern 
ing me to enter his Breaſt. | 

How happy ſhould I have bin, faid I to Made- | 
.. moiſel Laval, if all' men' were of. his Character ! 

' Alas! why are they not fo ? _—— what's deteſia- 
ble inciinationhave they to judge amiſs of. Women? 
At leaſt, added I, fince I have met with one who 

. partakes not either of their Blindneſs or Malignity, 
it is but juſt that 1 ſhould have an eſieem for him 
only-, and this is that I will do the whole remain- 

der of my Life. Happy if they who were the Au- 

| thors of my firſt Aﬀections had reſembl'd him. But 

* "no, repli'd | preſently, it would have vexd me to 

+. the Soul, if ever any other but St. Albe had merit- 
ed an cfteem, which I would have beftow'd upon 
another, Well, faid Mrs. Laval, Bat what at 
length is your Reſolution? Will you grant him 
his Requeſt? will you Jet him hear from! you ſome- 
times ?- Alas," rcpli'dd |, wherctore ſhould I not? 
Can I dg too much for a man that thinks nothing 

(00 


= Py , c - Y ok l wo Os. hs " *; * xp WALCT 6 Te - 47 "Py Po - ; : Se, ; =” rt + 3 ">. 
" R F & y - Pp x ; bs | a6. 2" 4 p* 4 1 p 

"4 4 my # : = Ll \ wn Wy s x » - 4 ” 

' | $7 P . | : 

- 4 : bh L : o > *- 
= E , þ 6 
"7 ” 
. pe » | & - 
” - 
by © |] 
- 


| ”_ good for me? 2 'Go, find him ou? I conjure ye, Y 
and tell him he may reck'n upon what ever I can | 
grant him without -prejudice to my Duty 3 and if” 
ever I come to be in a condition ——— But ſtay, - 
repli'd I as ſoon, we muſt not flatter our fclves with. 
idle Hopes— tell him I am wholly his— provided ; 
that he never ſees me, and that he never requires 
any Letters from me; which though they may ,be 
"altogether innocent , will however render me ſu- 
ſpeted. You have much ado, repli'd Mrs. Laval, 
to take any Reſolution , Madam —— for my part 
I adviſe ye not to ſend to him at all + but to wait 
till he performs what he promiſes to ye, and that 
an opportunity preſent i it ſelf to let him know how - 
ſenſible you are of it. I ſubmitted to her Advice ; 
though I muſt acknowledye, that had Mrs. Laval 
but never o little .cnclin'd to have giv'n me other - 
Counſel, I ſhould without delay have taken it 5 and 
it may be I might not have bin ſufficiently, Miſtreſs 
of myſelf, to have prevented the declaring to him 
the tits Paffion I had for him, 

If I had reaſon to be fatisfh'd with St. Albe's Let- 
| ter, I was much more pleas'd with him, when I 
underſtood his kind demeanour toward his Wife. 
He was ſo careful in his behaviour, ſo full of re- 
ſpet and complacency, that he was become a*Mo-, 
dcl for all Husbands. Whatever paſſion I had for 
him, I had no inclination to be jealous of him : 
And I thought: my felf fo well acquainted with 
Se. 4lbe's CharaQer, that I attributed to my elf 
whatever he did for his Wife. 

But the World made another judgment of the 
Matter :/ People believ'd that St. Albe's kindneſs to 
his Wife proceeded from his being (cparated from 
my Company: And they crid, there was all the 
reaſon in 'the World to remove me from him , 


fceing 


- . ance. 


_* body inform'd me, and advis 


_ . Moderation Eeferv'd no great-applauſe ; for me- * 
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' fyging it was I who ſet *em formerly. at vark- 


St. Albe was at his Wit's end when he heard * em” 
ealk at this rate 5 but he durſt nat undeceive *em ; 
for that if he-intended to live in peace with his 
 Wike, and follow exa&ly my Advice, it behov'd 
him to be carefal how * diicover'd me to have: 
any hand in the change of his Humour. 
But Madam de St, Albe , being fully perſuaded 
that her Husband's kindneſs to her was only due to 
| her own Merit, was the firſt that rail'd againſt me ' 
in all Places. "Tis true, ſhe was more reſerv'd in 
the preſence of her Husband, before whomſhe durk 
' not ſo much 'as utter my Name, for fear of recal- 
ling to remembrance what was paſt. Of this every 
me to-ask St. Albe 
«the reaſon of it. But | had no mind to do it, and 
I found my (elf enclin'd to ſpeak as much good of 
her, as-ſhe ſpoke ill of me; I muſt confeſs, this 


thought , that a Woman under my Circumſtances 
could not well do otherwiſe; beſides that I Þby'd 
St. Albe too well, not to paran the Tittle-tattle 
, of his Wife, upon whom i could not be reveng'd, 
without ſetting 'em again together by the Ears. 
About this time he was engag'd to go to the 
Army 3 and becauſe he thought my Allowance not 
ſufficient to maintain me, he found out Monficur 
Brice, who was entruſted with the payment of it ; 
and putting a conſiderable Sum into his hands, he 
* defir'd him to let me want for nothing; and ſo to 
manrage the Buſineſs, that I might think- my felf 
beholding only to Mr. Brice. And he, was ſo exact 
in the performance of what St. Albe- had recom- 
mended to his care, that I was a long gime igno- 
rant whence this Generolity proceeded. Put when 
I] un- 
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I underſtood it , my eſteem and my love entreagd - 
for.a man ſo worthy to be beloy'd. I muſt acknow- _ 
ledge I needed no new Teſtimonies of his Merit to 
make. me reſolve*to love him as long as I liv'd ; EF 
was fully determin'd upon that already; but at the. 

ſame time I promis'd-my felf to do nothing for him 

| but what might correſpond with my Duty. The 

- innocent Pleaſures of loving St. Albe, and being be- 
loF'd by him, wasny comfort in the midſt of all 

my Sufferings with which my froward Deſtiny af- | 
ited me; and. whatever compaſſion the recital of + 

my Misfortunes drew upon me, I thought it a thing *' 
to be really envi'd, that T ſhould have the happineſs 
to meet, in the Perſon of St. Albe, with a Lover 
worthy to poſſeſs ngy heart , and in the Perſon of 

Mrs. Laval, with a Friend that fo well merited my 

Confidence. fy 

St. Albes abſence gave his Wife her full liberty-to 
exerciſe her hatred againſt me'; Nothing pleas'd 
her fo'much as to hear my Condu& ill ſpoken of. 

Her Goſſips, who underſtood her Sentimentsy fed 

her Malice with their compliance ; ſo that at length 

ſhe reſolv'd my'ruiff to all intents and purpoſes. 

And to bring about her Deſign, ſhe bethought her 

ſelf of contriving ſeveral Letters of her own head, 

wherein ſhe {tufft a world-of horrible Fidions rela- 
ting to Mrs. Lgval and my ſelf. Thele Letters ſhe 
put into-the hands of the Dire&or, of whom [| have 
already made ſome mention 5 who believing that 
the Glory of God requir'd him to be reveng'd up-, 
on me for lighting his Admonitions, ſhew'd 'em 
with a hypocritical gravity to Mrs. Laval's Hasband, 
and after that to my own Husvand , and my Mo- 

. the. Nor did he ſtop there, but found a way to 

have the Queen inform'd of my looſe behaviour, 


with an humble Petition that the would be pleas'd 
. to 
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\ to interpoſe her Authority to remedy- thoſe Dif. 
._ orders which he could, not but lament ; and of 
. which he might have cafily. {cen the falſhopd, 
' would he but have taken the pains to examine : 
. by whom. thoſe Letters were written, But Pru- | 
' dence and Charity are Vertues to which Hypocriſy | 


is a Stranger. | 
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Book the Fifth. 
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HEN Reputation is become a prey to the 
indiſcreet Zeal of counterfeit Godlineſs, 

_ the Miſchief is without a Remedy. The Letters | 
before mention'd made a moſt terrible noiſe ; and. 
Madam de Chatilon inform*d me that the Queen had 
bin made acqufinted with *em, and that ſhe had 
bin importun'd for an Order to have us Both con- 
find, Mrs. Laval and my ſelf. All this was-done 
by the pious Care of the DireQor before mention'd, 

_ as I have already ſaid. And I made no queſtion but 
that our Enemies had obtain'd their defires, had 
not Madam de Chatzllon bin ſo kind as to undeceive 
the Queen. But ſhe juſtifi'd me in ſuch a manner, 
that the Director could do us no harm. 

In the mean time Madam 4e Chatillon advis'd us 
to betake our ſelves to ſome Convent, till our Hul- 
bands could be brought either by fair or” foule 
means to do us juſtice. Which Advice we folow'd 3 
and | can lay we did it without reluQancy. 

After this I made it my bulineſs to bring my Suit 
to an end. Tawhich effe& Madam de Chatillon took 
the pains to ſpeak to my Judges, and the Cauſe 
was jult ready for judgment, when my Mother 
came to me, and propos'd an accommodatipn be- 
tween me and my Husband, I was apt to belicve 
that my Mother di@&%his of her own head, - without | 
any Qrcder from my Husband : She was afraid, leſt 
having ſuch powerſul Friends at Court as I had, 
that I ſhould have obtain'd an-abſolute Separation 
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and liv'd continually at Paris z where, for her that 
ſill aſpir'd to go for a young Widow, a Daughter 
of my years was the moſt mortifying Sight in the 
World, and therefore ſhe would fain have got me 
out of the way ; But ſhe did not find me to be in 
ſuch haſte to correſpond with her Deſires. I told 
her that | had bin too much abus'd to be ſatisfy*d 
with a private Agreement , and therefore I would 
be juſtit'd in Publick: Which Anſwer did 'not a 
| little exaſperate her againſi me, ſo that we parred 
no way fatisfi'd one with another, -But for my part, 
4 muſt confeſs *twas not ſo much my Husband's il! 
uſage, and my Nother's unkindneſs which oblig'd 
me til] to thwart her in what ſhe delir'd :; 1 was 
mad that a Mother, 'who. had always forſak'n me 
when ſhe ſaw me without ſupport, ſhould make her 
Applications to me, when ſhe ſaw I had no more 
[need of her. | | SI 
Therefore, as I ſaid before, I mov'd every day 
by my Counſel for Sentence in my Cauſe, and was ; 
| Juſt upon the point to obtain it, when the Death of 
| my Husband put an end to the Suit after an unex- 
petedAmanner. He was return'd home with 'an in- 
tention, as they ſaid, to have ſuborn'd Witneſſes 
againſt me z at what time he was ſciz'd with a ſud- 
dain Sickneſs, that gave him no time to do me ju- 
fiice., However, he declar'd before his death, that 
he repented of his unkindneſs to me z that he had 
bin jealous-'without a cauſe of my behaviour, for 
which he blam'd himſelf ; and that he defir'd that 
all the World might know, that I was innocent of 
all' thoſe things which Scandal had laid to my 
charge, and of which he confeſs'd himſelf to be ti:e 
chief cauſe. 
The Tydings of his Death reach'd firſt my Mo- 


ther's cars before they came to mine, ſo that ſhe 
ES made 
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made more then ordinary haſte to inform me of it, 
and it would have bin a difhcult thing to have added 
any thing to her Demonſtrations of Joy and Ten- 
dernefs, All the Ladies in the Convent came to 
complement me upon the News, But then, who 
cook notice that 1 was lookt upon before by the 


fame Perſons as a Woman whoſe company they ra- 


ther {uffec'd, then were plea'd with among em, 
was firuck with admiration at their Civilities, and 
how_mauch they congratulated themſelves, that I 


had done them the honour to make choice of their 


Houſe for my Aboad. 

The tirfi Counſel that my Mcther gave me, was 
to go forthwith into the Province, and look after 
the fair Eftate which my Son was then Heir to : 
Bur the Death of another Perſon, which happen'd 
almoſi at thz ſame time, chang'd my Fortuue much 
more to my advantage. For my Brother being 
about Fiftecn years of Age, had over-heated him- 
{cif in the Colledge, and dying of a Plcuriſy, left 
me the ſole Reircls of a conliderable Fortune. 

My Mother was fo griev'd for the loſs of my 


Brother, that 1 thought Me would never have ſur- 


viv'd him. | oitcr'd her all the Conſolation that 1 
coulJ give her, and might have bin a comfort to 
her, weuld ſhe tut have done me that juſtice that 
wou'd have made me capable of being fo ; but [ 
endervour'd in vain to perſuzde.hcr, that ſhe ſhould 


regiin it me wait the h2d lolt in my Brother: She 
had tte fame Sentimenrs of me as tormcrly 3 whe-: 


ther it were, that ſhe 1 imzgin, 'd her former Harſh- 

neſs to me would not permit me to love her, or 

thit ſh+ tHll continu'd her malicicus Inclinations (0 
1uin me 

the a1\ze of my. Fortune was ſo much the 

more .cccft_ble, as being (Ra which 1 the Jealt ex- 
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pe&ed. The firſt thing then that I did in this ſame 
Exitation of my Fortune, *was to bethink my cl. 
of a way to make Madam Laval fome fatisfaQion 
for the Obligations ſhe had Jaid upon me. I rc- 
concil'd her to her Husband, to whom [ lent a con- 
fiderable Sum of Money to buy an Employment i in 
the King's Houſhold z but he liv'd not long in his 
new Advancement. After that, I would have pro- 
. vided an advantageous Settlement for Mrs. Laval; 

* but ſhe teſtifi'd fo. great a delire to live with me, 
that I conſented to it ; ſo much the rather, becauſe 
I was aſſur'd of her Sincerity , and that ſhe had 4 
more. then ordinary love for me. 

While I was giving theſe demonſtrations of my 
Gratitude, the World, accuſtom'd to empoyſon al 
my Adions, fail'd not to give out, that I had pro- 
cur'd an Employment for Mrs. Laval's Husband for 
no other reaſon , but becauſe I was in love with 
him. But I ſhall not need to fay any thing in con- 
tradiion to ſuch an irrational Calumny. 

As for Sr.vAlbe, I had till a paſſionate love for 
himz and I anſwer'd the marks of Tenderneſs 
which he continually gave me, as much as Decen- 
cy and Decorum would permit me.. It may well 
be thought that the change of my Fortune was no 
ſmall pleaſure to him : And 1 muſt confeſs, that 
when I found ©? ſelf my own Miſtreſs, I repented 
that [ had oblig'd him to marry 3 I ſhould have bin 
overjoy'd to have made him a Sh3rer with me in 
my Eftate. 'Tis true, he was not my Equal in Qua- 
lity, nor rich enough to pretend to marry me z but 
what he had done for me, and the reſpe&t with 
which he had always accompany'd his Paſhon, made 
me believe that there was no Perſon but he in the 
World who was worthy of me; but there was no 
ground for me to give him any ſuch hope. On the 
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made more then ordinary haſte to inform me of it, 
and it would have bin a difficult thing to have added | 
any thing to her Demonſtrations of Joy and Ten- 
derneſs. All the Ladies in the Convent came to 
complement me upon the News, But then, who 
cook notice that 1 was lookt upon before by the 
fame Perſons as a Woman whoſe company they ra- 
ther fuffec'd, then were plea'd with among em, 
was firuck with admiration at their Civilities, and 
how much they congratulated themſelves, that I 
had done them the honour to make choice of their 
Houle for my Aboad, | 

The tufi Counſel that my Mcther gave me, was 
to go forthwith into the Province, and look after 
the fair Eftate which my Son was then Heir to : 
Bur the Death of another Perſon, which happen'd 
almok at the ſeme time, chang'd my Fortuue much 
more to my advantage. For my Brother being 
about Fiftecn years of Age, hzd over-heated him- 
{clf in the Colledge, and dying of a Pleuriſy, left 
me the ſole Heircls of a conliderable Fortune. 

My Mother was fo griev'd for the loſs of my 
Brother, that 1 thought ſhe would never have ſur- 
viv'd him. | oitcr'd , all the Conſolation that 1 
coul4 give her,' and might have bin a comfort to 
her, weuld ſhe tut have done me that juſtice that 
wou!d have made mc capable of being ſo ;; but | 
endezvour'd in vain to perſuade.hcr, that (he ſhould 
regiin in me wat (he h2d Joſt in my Erother : She 
had tte fame Sentiments ot me as tormcrly 3 whe-: 
ther it were, that ſhe j imagin! 'd her former Harſh- 

neſs to me would not permit me to love her, or 
thit ſh+ til continu d her malicicas Inclinations to 
1uin me. 

the cf age of my. Fortune was fo much the 

more «cccxt.ble, as beirg thats which 1 the Jealt ex- 
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pe&ed. The firſt thing then that I did in this ſame 
Exaltation of my Fortune, *was to bethink my (cf 
of a way to make Madam Laval (ome ſatisfaQion 
for the Obligations ſhe had laid upon me. I rc- 
concil'd her to her Husband, to whom I lent a con- 
fiderable Sum of Money to buy an Employment in 
the King's Houſhold z but he liv'd not long in his 
new Advancement. After that, I would have pro- 
. vided an advantageous Settlement for Mrs, Laval; 
> but ſhe teſtif'd fo great a deiire to live with me, 
that I conſented to it; ſo much the rather, becauſe 
I was aſſur'd of her Sincerity , and that ſhe had a 
more then ordinary love for me. We Ba 
While I was giving theſe demonſtrations of my 
Gratitude, the World, accuſtom'd to empoyſon all 
my AGions, fail'd not to give out, that I had pro- 
cur'd an Employment for Mrs. Laval's Husband for 
no other reaſon , but becauſe I' was in love with 
him. But I ſhall not need to ſay any thing in con- 
tradidion to ſuch an irrational Calumny. _ 
As for St. Albe, I had till a paſſionate love for 
himz and I anſwer'd the marks of Tenderneſs 
which he continually gave me, as much as Decen- 
cy and Decorum would permit me.. It may well 
be thought that the change of my Fortune was no 
ſmall pleaſure to him: And 1 muſt confeſs , that 
when I found gay {clt my own Miſtreſs, I repented 
that [ had oblig'd him to marry 3 1 ſhould have bin 
overjoy'd to have made him a Sharer with me in 
my Eſtate. 'Tis true, he was not my Equal in Qua- 
lity, nor rich enough to pretend to marry me z but - 
what he had done for me, and the reſpet with 
which he had always accompany'd his Paſhon, made 
me believe that there was no Perſon but he in the 
World who was worthy of me; but there was no 


ground for me to give him any ſuch hope. Oa the 
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other fide, I thought, that if T gave him an.occa- 
ſion for the leaft Preſumption, it would but ſerve to 
augment his Misfortune, and create in his Breaſt a 
greater contempt of his Wife : Therefore I refolv'd 
to conceal from him more therr ever the Sentiments 
of kindneſs which 1 had for him. I. paid him ex- 
a&ly what 1 thought was due to him, and in my 
Turn offering to him* my Eftate to be wholly at his 
Service, defix'd him to allow me an opportunity to 
teſtify. my Gratitude to him, But at the ſame time 
I conjur'd him to uſe all his Endeavours to Rifle a 
Paſſion, which would but only ſerve to render him 

-unhappy. Reg 
He lov'd me with ſo much delicacy, that he 
durſt not contradid& the Reſolution which 1 ſeem'd 
to have taken to forget him ; How unwilling ſo- 
ever he was to receive the Money which I ſent 
him, he only accepted it for fear of diſplealing mg 5 
_ and fearing leſt the outward marks of his Love 
ſhould prove at length offenſive to me, he took a 
Reſolution to diſſemble,it as much as he could, and 
conſenting tomy Reſolution neither to ſee him, nor 
admit his Viſits ; he only ſent me word that his 
Love ſhonld laſt as long as he liv'd , but that he 
would never give me an occaſion. to complain of 
Him. 67 | 
This Submiſhon of his, render'd him\ till more 
dear tome; and if it were my grief hat I could not 
do for him-what I would, it was my equal joy 
that I had in him a Lover who was proof againſt all 

Trials, | 

There are but few Women, perhaps, who are 
capable of containing themſelves within thoſe 
boynds which I preſcribe my (elf; perhaps, becauſe 
they know not how to reliſh what is moſt exquiſite 
in the pleaſure of being belov'd. For my part I _ 
X | gti TY 
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of opinion, that a Woman may diſpoſe of her Love 
with her Duty, yet have nothing to upbraid her {clf 
for (0 doing. ; TR | 

| Soon after the Death of my Husband I had ſc- 
veral conſiderable Matches propunded to me by ſc- 

| veral People. However, what | had ſuffer'd during 
 - my firſt Nuptials, or rather my love for Se. Albe, 
made me reje& all their Propoſals. | 

"Then no body made any ſcruple of keeping nie 
company , or of profeſling themſelves to be m 
Friends. For I was rich, and my Wealth ha 
quite defac'd the remembrance of whatever had bin 
invented to my ruin. Then I underſtood the hu- 
mour,of the World ; They who had the moſt de- 
fam'd me, were the firft that ſought my Acquain- 
tancez and {wore that they never gave credit to 
the Stories publjſh'd by my Enemies. But I was 
nothing dazl'd with this Change z I knew ſtill how 
_ to diſtinguiſh People that had bin kind to me jn 
my Miſery, from thoſe that only flatter'd my Abun- 
dance. | i] 

The Afﬀairs wherein the Death of my Husband 

' had involv'd me, oblig'd me to take a Journey. in- . 
to the Provinee, where my fiay was longer. then I 
expeacd : And paſting through Lyons, I underſtood 
that the Duke of Candale lay there fo deſperately 
ſick, that he was quite giv'n over. Touch'd with 
this News, and forgetting then the Reaſons which 
I had to believe bim none of my Friends, 1 only re- - 
member'd what he had done for me, and-I thought 
ic my duty to offer him my Service' in the Con- 
dition he was in. So ſoon as he perceiv'd me, he 
could not forbear asking me pardon for not ha- 
ving (ent to me in ſo long time ; and he told me, 
fighing, that it had bin his misfortune not to know 
«his Real Friends, I anſwer'd him, that I would 
Il 4 | freely 
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freely pardon him what was paſt, provided he would: 
| but ſtrive to recover his Health. He repli'd,he was ſen- 
fible he ſhould dye, but that he-was glad that Death 
' had given him ſo much time as to aſſure me, that he 
always had a greater efieem for me then for any. 
other Woman. After that, he told me what.Women 
he had lov'd ; and I perceiv'd | was not the only 
Woman to whom he had prov'd inconſtant. Oh ! 
if I might butlive a little longer, cri'd he, I would 
make known to the World, that there are Women 
both of merit and vertue z and my Example ſhould 
undeceive all thoſe who are the cauſe of the Injuries 
that are done 'em. I could not forbear weeping, 
ſeeing him perſuaded that he was going to dye : 
He-alſo wept himſclf; and our Tears made People 
believe that there had bin a mutual Amour be- 
tween us. UES 
Thus what I did out of meer grititude for the 
Duke of Carndale, turn'd to the -prcjudice of my 
Reputation after a ſtrange manner. $0 true it is, 
that when a Woman is untortunate, {ie cannot do a 
good Action, which ſhall not be conticr'd in a bad 
Senſe, For prefently it was ſpread abroad, that I 
had bin driven cat of the Duke of Cz:dale's Cham- 
ber as an Objc.& that terrif”d his Conſci-nce, But 
what will not People fay, when they have a mind 
to defame a Wemar, ! However, I was lt!lemov'd 
with theſe Rumours, For becauic I was not con- 
ſcious of what they Jeid to my Charge, I thought 
it my duty to neglect 'cem. Nor was it, a wonder 
chat I was not more cautius for the tutrire then | had 
63: till that time. My Innocence &inder'd rms fiill 
fiom keeping a guard upon my ſeit, and was the 
#$rft cauſe of the Aitacks that were made pun my 
tyepu'ation. I (ſhould have bin more fiugtous of 
cutward Appearances, had niy L;-fires bin more | 
þ | Irregular, 
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irregular. But Hypocriſy and Grimace ſeem'd to - 
me the moſt unworthy of all Vices: I was igno-: 
rant how much People have need of 'em in their 
Converſation in this World. 

I met'in the Province a Lady whoſe Misfortunes 
had render'd her no leſs illufirious then my elf: 
And becauſe I undertook to write theſe Mcmoirs for 
no other reaſon then to prove that People are fre- 
quently miſtak'n in the judgments which they make 
concerning Women, I thought it proper in this 
Place to relate the Story of this Lady, by which it 
will be ſeen how deceitful outward Shews are 3 and 
- I ſhall ſet it down in the following words , as ſhe 
repeated it her ſelf. _ | 

When the Duke of Beaufort, ſaid ſhe, firſt made 
his Applications to me, I was ambitious enough to 
wiſh him for my Husband; and I flatter'd my (elf 
with thoſe hopes, becauſe he gave me ſome reaſon 
ſo to do” The Duke of Nemoxrs his Brother in- 
Law , at the ſame time alſo teſtifn'd a very great 
Paſſion for me z and doubtleſs I had had a greater 
love for the Duke of Nemours, but he was marri'd, 
and | was too proud to hearken to a Lover who 
could not be my Husband. Therefore 1 gave an 
ear to the Duke of Beaufort, and endeavour'd to ſe- 
parate him from the Duke of Nemoxrs. Now it 
was the leſs known that either the one or the other 
courted me, becauſe all People were perſuaded that 
they weie othcrwiſe engagd 3 nor was it believ'd 
they had 2ny other Quarrels then ſuch as frequently 
divided the whole Court, and of which the two 
Ladies, with whom they {eem'd to be in love, were 
the occaſion. The Duke ©t Beaufort allo promig'd. 
to marry me, fo foon' as he had brought about a 
. Defign which he had in his head, ard which he 

impaitcd to me. T- 
| The 
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The Promiſe of a Match fo advantageous, aup- 
mented my Pride, and made mecarry my ſelf more 
ſtately toward the Duke of Nemowr ; but I made it 


my bufineſs to humour the Duke of Beaufort, The 


Duke of Nemours had too great a conceit of his 
Merit, and too much Wit not to unravel the reaſon, 
of my preferring his Brother before him. Never- 
theleſs it made him mad, to have the meaneſt ſhare 


' in my AﬀeRtion ; and he endeavour'd to infuſe into 


mea contempt of his Rival. But notwithſtanding 
all the unpleafing Portraitures he gave of hins, I 
ſill continu'd my compliance -with the Duke of 
Beaufort. | 

The Duke of Nemoxrs was fo enrag'd-at this, that 
ſeeing he could not put me out of conceit with his 
Rival, he reſolv*d to make his Rival have an ill opi- 
nion of me. Therefore he inform'd him by a Perſon 
ſuſpeed'to neither, that I betrav'd him, and that 
the Duke of Nemozrs ſpent whole Nights with me. 

The Duke of Beaufort took no notice of any thing 
tq my (elf, but refolv'd to hive me carcfully watch'd. 
On the other fide, the Duke of Nemoxrs, who made 
no queſtion but his Brother-in-Law would ſet Sen- 
tinels enow upon me, dream'd of nothing elſe but 


how he might procure a Witneſs that would {wear 


he aw him enter my Chamber in the Night ; and 
at lewgth he gain'd one of my Seryants, who left 
open a low Window. that .lookt into the Strect ; 
and through that Window it was that the Duke of 
Nemours cnter'd, at fuch a time when he was ſure 
to be obſerv*d'by the Duke of Beaufort's Spies. 

:This Adventure was not long kept ſecret, but 
was pabliſh'd the next Morning z and all the while 


 Iknewnothing of it. And jindced what care, what 


caution can be ſufficient apainlt Adventures of this 


_ nature! What Woman can promiſe her ſelf to be 


exempt 
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| exerppt from diſgrace, when there needs no more 
then an Enemy or a Lover to fatisfy his Revenge 
upon her. . .\&s | 

But when I underftood what had paſt, I went to 
the Duke of Beawfort to ask him the reaſon of ſpread- 
ing fuch a Scandal. He an(wer'd me, that I knew 
better then.any body; _that it was no Catumny, be- 
cauſe his Rival had bin ſeen to go in and come out 
of my Lodging but the Nighe before. Upon that 
I made (ſuch a Hububin my Houſe that I diſcover'd_ 
the Truth. I ſent for the Dilke of Beaufort to come 
to me ; he camez and the Lacquey who had bin 
brib'd, confeſs'd the whole truth before him, fo 
that at length he began to believe, or elſe he made 
a ſhew of believing I was innocent. I cold him far- 
ther, that 1 was not ſatish'd with thoſe Proofs, but 
that I would give him others yet more convincing, 
by obliging the Duke of Nemowrs to diſown the 
thing himſelf. But the Duke defir'd me to forget * 
the Adventure, afſuring,me that he delir'd noother 
ſatisfaction, and that he was fully cenvincUi of my 
Innocence. E RES 5 
ever, I ſaw no other way to reftore my Re- 
putation to its firſk integrity, but my marrying the 
Duke of Beawfort : But I ſoon perceiv'd he had flats, 
ter'd me with falſe hopes ; he abated his Sedulities, - 
and inſenſibly forbore to viſit me. And to Juſtify 
- this change of his mind, he wrote me word, that 
duripg the Agitations of his Fortune, he could not 
think of marrying. So that I plainly ſaw, I was no 
longer to reck'n upon him; I muſt confeſs, it was 
no great trouble' to me to forget him, becauſe I ne- 
ver lov'd him. However, 1 was vex'd he had c(- 
capd me; and therefore not caring to live any 
longer at Paris, I rctir'd into my Province. Where, 
while I remain'd in my own Signiory, which as _ 
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well know, borders upon the Duke of Savoy's.Tex- 
ritorics, another Adventure befc] me. 
_ One Evening word was brought me, that two 
| Gentlemen, having lofi their way in following 

ſome Chaſe or other, deſir'd to know whether I 
would be fo courteous as to afford *em a Lodging 
till the next day, in- regard it was late, and they 
being quite tir'd, it was impoſſible for *em to ride 
any farther. The Perſon that ſpoke for *em would 
not tell me their Names ; only he afſur'd me, they 
were Perſons of Quality, and that I would noture- 
pent me of the kindneſs I did 'cm. 

| had with me a Lady, one'of wy intimate 
Friends, and an old Gentleman , who was nearly 
related to me. | was alfo at a fiand, whether it be- 
cam? me to entertain Gentlemen who refus'd to let 
me know who they were : But when they appear'd, 
T found ſuch an Aire of Noblcnefs in their Faces, 
and they requeſted me to lodge 'em with ſuch a 
graceful demeanour , that I could not refuſe *em, 
Thcſe two Petſons were the Duke of Savoy, and 
the Marquiſs of Fleuri, who under pretence gf, ha- 
ving loft their way, came out of curiolity to fee 
me. J 1 
** The Duke of Savoy had for a long time an ecar- 
neſt defire to be acquainted with me. He had ſeen 
my Picture, among, others of the Ladies of the 
Court of France that had been ſent him 3 and in re- 
gard h: was an Amorous Prince, who took delight 
in Adventures, underſtanding that I livd in a 
Caftile bordcring upon his Dominions, Kis Curioſity 
lcd him to give me a Vilit, in company with the 
Marquels of Pleuri. | "T 

The Dake of Savy, who was unwilling to dil- 
cover himſelf to any body but only tg me, that he 
might not loſe time, Made aftgn to the Mzxquils to | 

| | engage 
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engage in a diſcoutſe with the Old Gentleman, and 
the Lady, my Friend, while he kept me in diſcourſe : 
And then fo ſoon as he could ſpeak without being 
heard by any body but my ſelf, Madam, faid Re, 
you ſee @ Prince, who for above theſe two years 
has had ſo great a Paſſion for you, which has made 
him forget his Quality, that he might have the 
Honour of fecing you, I am 'the Duke of Savoy 3 
but I do not ground my Hopes of gaining your 
Favour ſo much upon my Quality, as upon the 
moſt tender and: p. ſhonate Love that ever was 
pledg'd to Woman-kind, While he was thus 
talking to me, | kept my Eyes attentively fix'd 
upon him : A ſort of ſurprize which he percei- 
ving , and afraid Jeſt I ſhould interrupt him, tho 
it were onely to {hew the aſtoniſhment I was in, 
| he earneſtly detir'd me not to diſcloſe-it to. others 
that He had diſcover'd himſelf ; and after a World 
of - Amorous Ejaculations, he preſs'd me to tell 
him what Impreſſion they had made upon my 
-_ Heart. | 
But I was not over-haſty to let him underſtand 
my Sentiments; I perceiv'd In my ſelf an Inclina- 
tion for the Marquels of Flewrz, before I knew who 
he was 3 and I was ſoiry that ] had ſhewn any. 
thing of Complacency to the Duke of Savoy, be- 
cauſe | foreſaw he would prove an Obflacle to my 
growing, Paſſion : In ſhort, I was already more in 
love then I could imagin my ſelf to be. Inſtead 
of anſwering to the Duke of Savoy's Amorous Im- 
portunities, I ask'd him with a kind of unſeaſon- 
able Tranſport, the Name of the Perſon. that ac- 
company'd him ; but immediately repenting that [ 
had bin ſo fooliſh to put ſuch a Quelition to him,] fell 
into a ſort of R:zmbling Gibb» iſh, that put the Duke 
into a fit of Lavphter. Howcvir, he 6 
ne 
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the little Ramblings of my Expreflions to che Dil 
order of my Mind and iN preſs'd to know what he 
was to hope for. By which time, having a little 
recolle&ed my ſelf from the Agitations that tur- 
moyPd my ſurprized Thoughts, I told hims I could 
not think my ſelf any way oblig'd to him for a 
ſceming Honour that ſo much expos'd my Reputa- 
tion. He laught at my niceneſs in point of Re- 
'Putation z and told me, that the thing which he 
requir'd from a Woman that he lov'd, was, that 
ſhe would lay-afide that part of Delicacy. Upon 
this Subje& we had a long diſcourſe, and our Con- 
 verſatign ended in many carneſt Invitations, which 
he made me, to the Court of Savvy. 

The Marqueſs de Flexri, as my Friend afterwards 
told me, was under 'a firarge difiurbance all the 
while that the Duke of Savoy was talking to me ; 
and ſhe could perceive, I was a Perſon who had 
made no {mall Impreſſion in his Breaſt, Therefore, 
before we parted, the Marquiſs took his Opportu- 
nity, and whiſpering me in the Ear, Madam, ſaid 
_ He, I fpall dye if you ſurrender to the Duke of Savoy a 
Heart which 1 alone deſerve, becauſe of that Infinite 
Love which I bave for. you. He was unwilling to 
ſay more to me, for fear of being obſerv'd ; and I 
muſt confeſs, it was my happineſs that I could not 
have time to diſcourſe him in private ; forl ſhould 
have had much ado to have conceal'd from him 
the Joy which the aſſurance>of his Love infus'd in- 
to me z*confidering how little we are Miſtreſſes of 
our ſe]ves in the firſt Apitations of a violent Paſſion. 
At the ſame time the Duke of Gavoy defir'd leave 
that he might tarry-the next day alſoat my Houſe ; 
which' the Pleaſure of the Marquils de Flexri's Com- 
pany, and the Hopes of underfianding who he was, 
ealily prevail'd upon me to grant, | 

. When 
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When my Friend the Lady. and I were alone 
together, I gave her an account of the Converſation 

_I had had with the Duke of Savoyz but faid not a 
- word to her of my Inlinativns for the Marquis 

de Fleuri: Not, that I diſiruſted the Sincerity of 
her Friendſhip ; but becauſe Secrecy is always the 
firſt thing that inſpires us with a Real Paſſion. My 
Friend would hardly believe me at fixft, when T 
- told her that one of the Perſons was the Duke of * 
- Savoy 3 but fully at length convinc'd, ſhe blam'd 
me for conſenting to let *em tarry all the next day. 
She foreſaw better then 1 did, the Conſequences 
of this Adventure ; and told. me moreover, that 
| . If it ſhould come to be known, the Higher the Duke 
»* of Savoys Quality was, the more my Reputation 
would ſuffer. ' 1 afſur'd her, that he ſhould never 
have any ocraſton to bgaſt of any thing that could 
do me an Injury, andthat I did not find in my 
ſelf the leaft Inclination for him. We ſpent all 
that night in diſcourſing of this Adventure, not 
being able.in all that time to think of diſcloſing to 
her my Sentiments for the Marquiſs de Flexri z a 
fault for which I have often fince that.time deſcr- 
vedly blam'd my felfz for a Woman has never 
more need of the Counſel and Advice of a prudent 
and diſcerning Friend, then when a Paffion begins 
to blind her. When {he thinks to be her own Con-. 
ducreſs, ſhe makes a thouſand falle Steps, and falls 
' Into a thouſand miſtakes. : 

Thus then, conſulting no body but my 1f, I 
refolv'd upon two things that were ill colMiv'd, 
y- yet which at the ſame time ſeem'd to give me an 
| occaſion to ſatisfy both my Inclination and my Ver- 

tue, I took a Reſolution not to let the Marquis 
de Fleuri underſtand the Sentiments I had for him, 


nor to diſcourage the Duke of Savoy, that I might 
not 


fore, 
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not be depriv'd of the Marquiſs's Company. This 
Deſign appear'd to me Heroic 3 beſides,” that it 
concern'd ,me to try whether the Marquilſs lov'd 
me really or ng; and I thought there was no bet- 
ter way to convince my (elf of this Truth, then 
by making a ſhew of having a greoter Fondneſs 
for the Duke of Savoy then I had. The next day 
I put my proje& in Execution ; as being onely ci- 
vil and complaiſant to the Duke of Savoy, and care- 
fully avoiding to diſcourſe or caſt my Eye apon the 
Marquis de Flewri. | 'n 

As for the Duke of Savoy, whoſe love for me, 
was one of thoſe forts of Paſſions, that never lan- 
ouiſh by degrees, but ſeck a ſpeedy fatisfaQion z 
he was ſo charm'd with my converſe and difpoſi- 
tion, that without any more ado, he propos 'd to me 
what his Paſſion made him defire. On the other 
fide, I who had a defign to manage him, return'd 
him no ſuch Anſwer as ÞF ſhould have done ; fo 
that he thought there was now no more to be 
dont, but to tind an Opportunity that we might 
be both in Private rogether, He difſembl'd there. 
fore, and having made me promiſe him to take a 
Journey into Savoy, he took his leave of me, and 
I belicv'd him really gone. The Marquis of Flewrt 
endeavour'd in yain to ſpeak to me before they 


took horſe, for I ſtill avoided him; fo that all he 


could do, was to ſlip a Billet- Doux into my hand, 
which I had not the Power to refale ; and there- 
foon as they were out of ſight, | open'd | 
it in Feat haſic, and found the following words. 


Nothing but an AffeCGion for you as violent as mine, 
c:reld force me to betray the Duke of Savoy, by giving you 
notice that he is this night to be let into your Chamber. 
T-ur Converſation has flatttyd him, but fince I have 
| found 
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found you worthy of my love, 1 cannot believe you give ti 
bis ſo much Cmpmprogoment. 


The Marquis of Fleri's Merit was too well 
known, and | had had ſuch an advantageous Rela- 
, tion made of it, that I was over-joy'd when I un- 

dertiood *twas He that lov'd me no lefs paſſionately 
then I did him already. However his Bill.c put me 
into a great perplexity, ſo that I thought at hirſtco 
have ſhewn it to. my Friend 3 but in regard [| was: 
unwilling ſhe ſhould underſtand the Sentiments 
which the Marquiſs had for me, I only told her, 
what I had heard of the Duke's Reſolution. She 
lay'd before me, that 1 had done ill to flatter the 
Paſſion of that Prince, and ask'd we what was my 
Intention ? I anſwer'd her, that I ſaw no likelihood. 
that he could put his Deſign in execution 3 how- 
ever, that I would break his Meaſures, by keeping 
her all Night in my Company, and giving order 
that no body ſhould be let into the Caſtle. Bar 
ſhe advis'd*me to take another courſe, and to ſpend 
the Night among the Ladies in the Neighbourhood, 
But alas, I could not reliſh that Ace x for the 
hope of the Marquiſs's Company over-rul' 4 me to 
ſtay at home, and there expe the iſſue of the Ad- 
venture. And 1 thought: that Rtanding upon my 
guard would be enough to ſecure my Repuration. 

After | had given all ſuch Orders as-I thought 
neceflary to frultrate the Duke's Enterprize, I re-; 
tir'd beffmes in company with my Friend. I ttbught 
that after'fach Precautions as I had taken, there. 
could be no fear of the Duke of Savvy: But 4 had 
to do with a Prince ſufficiently ingenious to bring 
about his Amorous Detigns. One of my Women 
whom he had brib'd, hd let him in betimes into 


the Caſtle, and lockt him of in my "_ 
£ 
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The Marquiſs of Flewri was alſo hid in one of the 
Courts, where being difcover'd by one of my Peo- 
ple, there was preſently a loud Cry. of Thieves all 
my Servants were immediately in Arms, and they 
Had certalnly kill'd him, if my Friend and I, fo 
ſoon as we heard the noiſe, had not immediately 
ran down to his reſcue. By that means we fav'd X 
the Marquiſs's Life. In the mean time the Duke of * 
Savoy enter'd my Chamber : But in regard [ was. 
now afſur'd of his being in the Caſtle, 1 did not re- 
turn to my Chamber khickr my female Friend, in 
company with the Old Gentleman and the Mar- 
uiſs. 
, The Duke of Savoy ſeeing his Defign diſcovet'd, 
ſhew'd himſelf ; and 1 flew out in bitter Language 
againſt him ; but he did but laugh at me ; and or- 
dering the Marguils of Fleurj to foltow him, he left 
the Calile before day. On the other ſide, I was vext 
to the Soul at the Marquiſs's departure; and me- 
thought I perceiv'd fo much afflition in his Coun- 
renance for the fame Reaſon, that I was about to 
. have (topt him, 

Some days after | receiv'd a Letter, wherein he 
{nt me word, that he lov'd me'abbve all Women, 
though he could not queſtion but that | lov'd the 
Duke of Savoy as well. But then the vexation which 
the Marquiſs of Flezri's Letter gave me, made me 

. ſenſible, that 1 lov'd himimore and more : Yet 1 
could not underſiand why he ſhould be fo potitive 
that 1 lov'd the Duke of Szvoy. Thereupgn F re- 
calld to mind all that I had ſaid, and all that I had 
done, that cuuld manif{{t any fach Inclination for 
that Prince z and not being able to live in that un- 
certainty wherein | was, I took aKRcſolution' fo go. 
to the Court of Savoy,/ 


I never 
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| never exatnin'd whether or no my Defign was 
contrary to my Honour, and I ſhut my Eyes a- 
gainſt whatever could divert me from it ; and only 
lifming to my Love, made haſi to be gone. 

The Duke of Savoy was ſurpriz'd at my Artival ; 
for he never 4 3a to ſee me at Tarin, confider- 
ing what had þ But being one who lov'd to 
fatter himſelf, wy thoup he i had- repented of ha- 
ving: us'd ' hity no better, and imagin'd that the 
_ of my Journey was out of a delign to pleaſc | 

im 

The Marquiſs of Fleuri was jcalous of the.ſame 
thing; and was mortally perplex'd at'it z but whe- 
ther it were to make himſelf amends for his lols, 
or to be reveng'd upon his Rival, he made all his 
Applications co a Perſon for whom the Duke ſeem'd 
fo have a very great Aﬀe&ion. This was a young 
Lady of Bretagne, whoſe Name and Adventures are 
known to all the World, So that when I had ta- 
ken a journey into Savoy for the ſake only of the 
Marquis of Flexrj, he was labouring to forget me, 
and Tov'd another. 

I ſpar'd for nothing of Bravery to make a ſhew : 
Wherein I follow*d my natural Inclination to Luſter 
and Expence. This made a cry at Court, that all 
my Fmery was at the Duke's Charge, and the Mar- 
quis was carri'd away with the common Opinion :; 
And this Opinion advanc'd his Aﬀairs with his Mi- 
ftrels. For: a fancy took her in the head, that the 
Duke' of Savoy had an affe&ion for me : And judg- 
ing by, the, preſent what he might hercafter do tor 
Ge, ſhe liſten'd co the Marquis of Fleuris's Ad- 
dreſſes. 

I undeceiy'd her Royal Highneſs, who had ſuffer'd 
her (clf to be prepoſſeſs'd as well as others: And 


giving her a faithful account of what had pals'd be- 
K 2 | tween | 
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tween the Duke and my (elf, my Sincerity pleas'd 
her, and ſhe. was pleas'd to honour me with her 
Friendſbip. | 

My heart however could not be at reſi : The 
Marquiſs of Fleury fecm'd to ſhun me in all places: 
I knew of his Intriegue with. the Lady of Bretagne ; 
nor was the Duke of Savoy ignorant of it. 

One day alſo diſcourſing with me about it, he 
told me, I was the cauſe he {uffer'd unreveng'd the 
Afﬀeont which the Marquiſs had put upon him ; 
and that I might judge by that, chat he intended 
to have no other Miltreſs but my ſelf. 1 diſcover'd 
to him ſome part of my Sentiments, which no way 
ſfatish'd him ; and I Jay'd before him the injuſlice 
which the Marquiſs did him, and that in honour 
it became him not to relinquiſh to. another, a Per- 
fon whom he had once lov'd : And Jealouſy infus'd 
, Into me a wonderful Eloquence. The Duke of S4- 
voy alſo could not but perceive how much 1 was | 
concern in the injury which the Marquis did him: 
For according to the manner that | talk'd to him, 
it might be eaſily perceiv'd that 1 was more offend- 
ed at it then the Duke. , 

But as much taken. up with the Perſon whom he 
admir'd-as the Marquiſs was, he could not but ob- 
ſerve, that I had little kindneſs for the Duke ; And 
the love which he had once had for me, and which 
was not quite extinguiſh'd, made him keep a ſtrict 
| watch vpon the Motions of that Prince ; and he 
perceiv'd that the Duke was ill ſatish'd with me, 
and that I avoided him with caxe. This was the 
reaſon that he forbore to {hun me, and that I bad 8 
fuddain opportunity to diſcourſe him, He talk'd 
to me of his Suſpicions ; I undecciv'd -hima 5 and 
my oy to find that he ſtill lov'd me, would not per-- 
mit me to conceal from kim the affeQion I had for 
him. _. | - Nor 
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| Nor did he make an ill uſe of. his Information : 
Never was a violent Paſhon accompany'd with 
more reſpet, I defird him to be contented with 
the Aſſurance which I gave him that he was be- 
lov'd, and conjur'd him to be careful of my Re- 
putation. I met with a Character in him far 
different from that of other men, who believe 
they have a 'right to be rude and uncivil with 
a Woman whom Scandal has not ſpar'd., Quite 
the contrary, the Marquiſs told me, that he would 
do himſelf the kindneſs. to -convirice me by a re- 
ſpegful adherence, how much he was aſſur'd that 
I deſerv'd a better Reputation ; and bcgg'd my 
permiſſion to do me that Service in publick, as to 
perſuade the World into the ſame Opinion he 
himſelf had of me. Which demeanour of his ap- 
pear'd to me ſo noble, and ſo generous, that 1 
could not refuſe him what he requeſted ; and 
from that time forward he began to redouble his 
Addreſſes to me, as to a Woman that he intend- 
.ed te marry. For I flatter'd him with hopes 
that I would marry him, though it were not my 
deſign: And perhaps I may be blam'd for putting 
him in hopes of a thing which { never intende 
to do.'. | will not deny but that there was ſome- 
thing of Treachery- in it on my part: But one 
Confideration which ſome People perhaps will 
_ cenſure for Chymerical, would not permit me to 
think of ſuch a Match. I forclaw, that ſo ſoon 
as the Marquiſs of Flexri ſhould marry me, there 
would have bin thoſe who would have laid before 
him, with a world of aggravation, the Storits that 
render'd my Condu@ ſuſpeRted in France. And 
I was afraid, that his Paſſion being ſatish'd, would 
have bin rambling after other Objects, while I mult 
have bin the forſaken Monument of his extinguilh'd 
K 3 Love. 
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Love. And I look'd upon the expization of his 
| Love as the greateſt Misfortune that could befal me. 
This was the Reaſen that prevail'd with me againſt 
that Match: Now that which oblig'd me to put him 
in hopes of mersying me, was this. I imagin'd that 
nothing could be more for my Honour, nor more 
conJuce to the re eſtabliſhment of my Reputation, 
then to ſeea man of his Merit , and his Delicacy, 
mzke me the only Subje& of his Addreſſes, and 
jadge me worthy to be his Wife, when ſo many 
People ſeem'd to take delight in ſ(candalizing me for 
a Woman that had neither vertue nor government 
'of her ſelf. 1 thought it- lawful for me to make uſe 
of ſuch an occaſion to recovesg my Honour. 

| The Marquiſs of Fleyri's Conſtancy to me pro- 
vok'd the Duke of Savoy, and drew upon me the 
- hatred of the Dam(cl of Bretagne. She had bin al- 
ready jealous of the Duke of Saviy's Sedulities to 
me; but the Marquiſs of Flexr!'s Inconflancy offend- 
ed her Vanity to that degree, that ſhe refolv'd to 
be reveng'd both of me and him. To this pyrpoſe 
ſhe reconciFd her ſelf to the Duke of Savoy,” whole 
Levigy ſhe manag'd fo well, that the eaſily accom- = 
pliſh'd what ſhe undertook. 

The Duke of Savy ſoon after ſent the, Marquiſs 
of Fl:uri to the Court of France: And:though we 
ſaw that this Employment was only a pretence to 
part us,” yet there was no remedy but Obedience. 

However, I was not fo ſenfibly diſpleas'd at this 
ſame Separation as I ſhould have bin, had we not 
bin both in hopes to mcet ezch other agaio at Lion, 
where the King and the Duke, with both thei 
Courts, were to be toward the cad of the Year. 
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HE Dake of Savoy, after he had thus remov'd 

the Marquis of Fleri, minded nothing more 
then to lay ſuch a Snare for me, as might either put 
him into a Condition to triumph over me; or elfe 
give him an occalion to revenge himſclt upon the 
Marquis by defaming my Condug. 

The Damſel of Bretagne and, | became very good 
Friends upon the Aſſurances I gave her, that I ne- 
ver had bin engag'd in any Intreague with the Duze 
of Savoy. She begg'd my pardon for being jealous 
of me; and becaule it concerr'd me that the Duke 
{ſhould court her more then evr he had done, 1 did 
my utmolt to preſerve a good underſtanding be» 
tween 'ern, and by a perſuaſion of bad Policy, per- 
mitted the Duke to viſit her at my Lodging, Thi- 
ther the came trcquently, and there it was that the 
Duke met her as often. Nor did the Report, that 
the Duke came thither for my ſake, much trouble 
me, becauſe it was well known that I never was 
with him but in the Damſel's company : Beſides 
that, I thought him quite eftrang'd from me, while 
he was fo pafſionate a Lover of his' Miſtreſs. How- 
ever, the Report continu'd that he was ſill a zealgqps 
Servant of mine; and there were Pcople that ſent the 
- Marquiſs of Flewri word, that the Duke was never 
from my Lodging, and that we were both engag'd 
cogether in a familiarity which began to make a 
noiſe. . This Rumour renew'd his tirſt Jealoubies; 


he-wrote to me therefore in ſuch terms, as plainly 
K 4 ſhew'd 
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ſhew'd him to be perſuaded that 1 was not cautious 
enough of my own Reputation, or his Delicacy,and 
lms defix'd me to find ' out a way to avoid the 
Duke's coming any more to my Lodging. "Twas 
in vain to lay before him the Reaſons had to per- 
mit him; there was a neceflity that tor his (atisfa- 
Qion I muſt break off the Duke's Vilits. 

To that purpoſe I faigu'd my ſelf tick, and af- 
fefted Privacy : But it was (aid, that a!} whatever 
I ſhould do would turn to the prejudice of my Re- 
patation: And they who made it their buſineſs to 
defame me, made their Comments vpon my Sick- 
nels, and gave out that I was with Child. In $4- 

voy 'twas (id, that the Warquiſs of Fleuri had done 
my Bulineſsz but into France they ſent him word, 
that it was by the Duke of Savoy. There were alſo 
ſome People who pretended to know the truth from 
my own Servants ; and perhaps there might be.fome 
one among em who might undertake to ſupport 
this falle Report : For frequently our Scrvants are 
oar moſt dangerous Enemies. 

When I underſtood what the World ſaid of me, 
] ſhew'd my felf, to undeceive ſuch Perſons as had 
too lightly given credit to the Scandal z and People 
of Senfe were undeceiv'd. But in regard there are 
fome who will ſooner belizve the wortt then the 
beſt, there were others gave out | had miſcarri'd 3 
and others looking upon things according to their 
prepoſſeſſion , pretended to diſcover in my Ccun- 
tenance and my Gate ſeveral ſigns of that Impo- 
ſigzez yet] was ncver better in health, never Jlookt 
better then I did at that time, 

But the moſt pernicious Effe& of this Calumny 


was not what was reported in Savoy, but what was 


| believ'd in Paris, The Marquiſs of Flexrs was ful- 


iy perſuzded of the trifth of it, and wrote to me to 


the 
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the (ame purpoſe. Upon the receit of his Letter 1 
was not a little nettV'd and imbitter'd againſt him -: 
His giving credit to ſuch Reports with ſo much ea- 
fines, render'd him ſo different to me from what he 
always had bin, that I xepented of having thrown 
away my Love upon him : And then it was that I 
found by experience, that Abſence operates more 
ways then one to the prejudice of Love. This be- 
gat a little coldneſs between us, and we forbore 
writing one to another. He that will undertake to 
love a Woman, ought to have a ſtrong Head, more 
eſpecially when the Perſon upon whom he defires to 
place his Efteem, has the misfortune to have Ene- 
mics. For I believe there is no man ſtrong enough 
upon that account, fince the Marquils of Flexri, who 
was a man of the beſt Character that ever I knew, 
was ſo weak as to believe whatever Tales and Sto- 
ries reach'd his Ears. 

Theſe Scandals and Reproaches pleas'd the Duke 
of Savoy, as muGh as the Marquits of Flexri was 
vext to hear *em; and thereby 'twas eaſy to under- 
ſiand the difference of their Love. 

The Duke of Savey, who had only a Roughhewn 
Paſſion for me, ne'er laid my Nefawations to heart: 
Nay, he rather believ'd it would be no hard mat- 
ter to win a Woman who had little Reputation to 
' be cautious of, For this is that which happens but 
too frequently : There are few Women, when the 
greatelt part of their Honour is ſacrific'd, make any 
(cruple to offer up the remainder. On the other 
fide, the Marquis of Fleeri, who never lov'd me 
but becauſe he thought 1 had not merited my Mil- 
fortuncs, was at his wits end to have the leaſt rea- 
ſon to queſtion my Innocence; his Love not being 
able to ſupport it ſelf without Eſteem , which was 
the foundation of it, he valu'd not a Heart accu- 
ſtom'd to ſurrender. | At 
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At the ſame time the Marquiſs of Cah— fell in 
love with the Damſelf of Bretagne, which was a 
Match of great Advantage for her z and in regard 
the Duke of Savoy Had a defire to bettow her, he 
defir*d me that 1 would be pleas'd to viſit her ſome- 

times, 'and' to accortipany her when the Marquilſs. 
_ propos*d to catry her abroad : He alſo defir'd me to 
ſpeak to the Marquiſs Je Cab in favour of his 
Miſtreſs ; which 1' did with that ſucceſs, that he 
marry'd her within a yeat or two after. . 

One day the Dake of Savoy propos'd the taking 
of a Tour by Water upon the Poe ; where 1 was 
preſent with-all the Court. In our return, it was 
perceiv*d that the Barge which carri'd us began to 
leake : And preſently the Duke of $4voy order'd us 
to be fet aſhore, where Coaches were ready to xe» 
ceive us, and carry us to Tarin , from whence, we 
were not above a League, and Night drawing on. 
I know not by what Enchantment, thinking to 
have taken Coach with the' Marquiſs of Coh—— 
and his Mittrefs, I miſtook, and put my ſelf into ano- 
ther, which drove away like Lightning, and where- 
in F found my ſelf alone with a Mgle Perſan whom [. 
knew foen'after to be the Dake of Savoy. I was (uf- 
tictently vext that it ſhould be ſaid I return'd alone 
with the Dake 3 but TI had juſter cauſe ſoon after to 
be more afflicted, The Wheel of our Coach broke, 
as the Dake himſelf had taken order, and we were 
forc*d to alight, as Fortune, or rather Delign would 
have it, near a Houſe which belong'd to.the Mar- 
quifs of Fleuri, and which flew open fo us as foon 
as' the Dake's Name was heard. It ſeems, "twas 
_ no new thing in that Principality to ſee the Dyke 
engape himfelf in ſuch Adventures, and never was ' 
Prince lefs thie of paublick Diſcourſe upon that ſcore. 
I made: no ſcruple to enter the Houle, believing = 
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. other Coaches had follow'd us ; but they had taken 
another Road, and I was all alone with theDuke 
of Savey. However, I thought to:mect with Com- 
pany in the, Houſe z and when 1 underſtood that it 
belong'd to the Marquis of Flewri, | flatter'd my 
ſelf that no Misfortune could befall me, and that in 
the Houſe of ſo dear a Lover I ſhould be nimble and 
cunning enough to defend my ſelf from any Aﬀeone 


| .that his Rival could put upon me. Hardly were 


we enter'd, when a certain Perſon arriv'd z you 
© will ſcarcely believe it, when I ſhall tell you it was 
the Marquiſs of Flewri , ſecing | have told ye that 
he was in Frange > However, it was tggzand you 
{hall hear the reaſon why he return'd. * 
| Receiving no Letters from me, and being na leſs 
able to perſuade himſelf to write to me, he took g 
Reſolution to come and ſatisfy his Curiolity and his 
Jealouſies upon. the Place it (elf ; for he lov'd me 
really, and was at his Wit's-end that he could not 
be aſſur'd of my Vertue. Nor was it a hard matter 
for him to take this Journey, becauſe the Court'of 
France was then removing to Lion; and therefore 
taking his advantage of theſe Circumſtances, he 
took Poſt and came to his Houſe with a delign to 
remain there Incognito, and not to make known his 
return to any but thoſe by whom he intended to- 
- inform himſelf of the truth of things. 

He arriv'd almoſt as ſoon as We, and the Houſe-' 
keeper telling him that the Duke of Savoy was but 
jatt come before. with a Lady, his thoughts miſgave 
him preſently that 'twas my (Elf. He was at a ſtand * 
whether or no he ſhould conceal himſelf, when the 
Duke who was defirous to know who he was, per- 
ceiv'd him; and preſently taking notice of him , 
ask'd him why he was not in France, and where- 
fore. he was return'd without his Order. The _ 
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quiſs,. in his own excuſe made anſwer, that his 
Negdtiations being at an end, he thought he might 
be permitted to-leave a Place where he had nothing 

more to do, © . 

The Duke of Savoy , who deſpair'd not all this 
while to vanquiſh my Reluctancy , commanded 
the Marquis to go and ttay for him at Trrin, as be- 
ing unwiliing he ſhould ſee me in his Company. 
Thereupon the. Marquis made a ſhew of yielding 
him Obedience, tho having more exactly inform'd 
himſelf who the Lady was that the Duke of Savoy 
had brought along with him, he undertiood it was 
my ſelf. Bat then it was that he minded little the 
Diſobeying of his Prince, provided he could but 
convince himſelf by his own Eyes of what he had 
bin long doubtful, and in ſome meaſure perſwa- 
ded. Now in regard he was better acquainted 
then any Body with the Apartiments of his own 
Houſe, he hid himſclt in a Cloſet, where he could 
hear and ſee what was done in the Chamber where 
we were together. 

Nothing could have fallen out more to my Ad- 
vantage z for the Marquis de Flexri was- a witneſs 
how courſely I handI'd the Duke of Savoy ; and his 
Efeem for my Vertue reſtor'd me-to his Heart, and 
made him lay afide all his Jcalouſies. In the mean 
time the Duke preſs'd me to correſpond with his _ 
Pattion, and he yrg'd his Importunities to that de- 
gree, that the Marquis thought it no longer became 
him to conceal himſclf, but that it was time to ſuc- 
cour me _in. that dilifeſs. He appear'd then, and 
never conſidering that he expos'd himlclt by ſo do- 
ing to his Ruin, he enter'd the Chamber where we 
were, and approaching the Duke with a world of 
Reſpet, he beſought him to be pleas'd that he 


might afford me the Succour which 1 _ 
| e 
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The Dake laid his hand upon his Sword, and had 1 
not interpos'd between, he had certainly kil'd the 
Marquis ; which he might have cafily done, becauſe 
he neither offer'd to defend himſelf, nor to avoid 
the Duke's fury by flight. However the Duke's 
wrath was not appeas'd' by the Marquis's Submifli- 
on 3 he confin'd him to his Hoe, 'and forbid him 
to ſtir from thence till further Order 3 I alſo under- 
went the Duke's Reſentment ; for he ſent me 
back to Twrin, and told me *ewas his Pleaſure [ 
ſhould appear no more at Court; and fo taking 
Horſe he rode. a private way to Twrin. | 
Report and Scandal would have never ſpar'd me, 
had it oin known that | had bin alone with the Dukes 
but I was ſuffciently beſpatter'd the next day ; for 
then it was known that- the Duke and the Mar- 
quis had had a Rancounter. It was reported that 
1 had given the Marquis a Mecting, and that the 
Dake would never have minded coming back alone 
With me, had ic not-bin to break the meafures which 
the Marquis and | had taken to meet one another. 
All this while, 1 muſt do the Duke that Juſtice, 
that he was always an Enemy to Violence 3 and 
that he had not been fo rude with me, but that he 
thought me to be of the Humour of thoſe Women 
who would have that corn from them which they 
moſt cagerly defire to part with. So that whatever 
was violent in the Duke of Savoy's Behaviour was on- 
ly co.be attributed to the misfortune of my Repata- 
tion. He might have manzg'd me better, had he bin 
better acquainted with my Hamour, and had he. 
not buile too much upon the'Opinion he had of my 
tormer lntrigues, | 
The next day he came to ſee me, and having 
made- me a thouſand Excules, defir'd me to ap- 
pcar again at Court, And as for the Marquis of 
| ' Fleani,” 
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Fleuri, he requeſted me in reſpeR of him, not to 
take ir amiſs, that he continu'd in his confinetrient 
forſome few days,. for returning without his Order. 
But the Marquis of' Flewri; who did not believe 
he ſhould come off at fo cheap a race, was not to 
be found whew they foughe for him neither did 
any Body know AC was become of him 
| Though I was's little ſurpriz'd thathe had not 
aro, 4 to ſend me word where he was, yet 
was I not much-difturb'd at it z but rather glad that 
he' had: beraken himſelf to flight, becauſe ima- 
pin'd he was return'd into France, whither I was 
ſuddenly to follow him. In ſhort, | departed 
with the Gourt of Savoy in a little time after, and 
we came ta Lions, where the Court of France ws 

' in a day or two, 

The Marquis-of Flewri had bin in that City: #n- 
eagwio, ever fince what had paſt in his own Hbuſe ; 
and'now he was no longer jealous z nay, the ſame 
adventare ſcem'd' to have piven'a'new yigour to 
his Paffion'; he frequently came to ſee me 5 but be- 
ciuſe I was afraid leaft' he ſhould be diſcoves'd, 1 
perſwaded him to bethink himſelf of reconciling 
himſelf co the Puke of Savoy 3 which 1 thought it 
might be'no difficule thing to do at a time when 
that Prince 'had nothing but Divertiſement in his 
thoughts 3 and: it is true that there' never wete 
ſeen ſo many Paſtimes and Divertiſements as while 
the two Caurts:remain'd at Lion: 

The Marquis told me that he knew but one af- 
Taced: ch&ans to-appeaſe the Duke' af S,voy, which 
was for me tomarry him. Thereupon he c2ld to 
my remembrance the hopes I had given him-to 
that 'parpoſe,. and preſs'd me with ſo much [m- 
portunity no longer to delay a Thing that would 
reſtore him co his Maſter's favour, iP make him 


per- 
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. perfeRly, happy, that, I had not the power, to lee 


him underſtand my reſolution never to be-his- Wife, 
I only told him I did got think he could xegain the 
Dake*s Confidence by ſuch. a Marriage, becauſe his 
Highneſs, lov'd me fill too well, to let me; chooſe 
for a Hysband a, perſon with whom he thought he 
had juſt reaſon to be offended. TOES © 2 
The Marquis de Fleari was too Amorous. to, be 
" ſatisfy;d. with that Excuſe, and;upbraided me with 
want of AﬀeCtion for, him. But then Icold him 
frapkly-chat I, would never marry him, becauſe L 
fear'd that Marriage would abate his Lave. He 
- could: not reliſh ſo exquiſite a Piece of Delicacy 3 
and therefore thinking my. mind alter'd, he began 
to revile me, -and, intermixt his. Taunts: with a lit- 
tle too, much; bitterneſs, That dilpleas'd;me, and: 
I foung. there was too much unpoliteneſs and In- 
tereſt in his Love. I was at my Wits end,: that he 
had not ſo much Delicacy, as.my, ſelf; and.out of a 


- 


ſtrange £ng fantaſtick, Humour nut cajie. to he.com- 
jchend 
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p [, the more 1 loy'd;him, the more, reaſon. 
| thought T had to be diſſagisfy'd wich bim. ; Fain 

would I, that it wcu'ld have contented him to be 
 aſſur'd, that I gave him in my. heart a Precedency 
above all other men, and that , he had, bin as; ap- 
prchenhve as I, of what I imagin'd would one day 
deſtroy fo fair a Union. ®%s 

Tn the mean time it was known, that the Mar- 
quis of Flexri was at Lion, and. that he.-vificed me 
every. day, And I know not. whether he were in, 
hopes to 'engage me to mazxry him , by giving out 
that we wee already marry'd 3 but ſuch a Report 
was ſpread about, and I undezfiood that he was 
Auchior of it % T8 
The Duke. .of Savoy allo ſpoke. to mg about ir, 

and upbraided. me for ,ngt having. inform'd him 
; 3 ECO 4 * how 
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how nearly I was concern'd in the Marquis of 
Fleuri's' Fortune; and proteſted to me that ſince he 
was my Husband, he would not only pardon him 
for what was paſt, but that he would endeavour 
by his Favours to render my Reſidence in Piemont 
- acceptable to me. I afſur'd the Duke that there 
was no ſuch thing as a Marriage, but I beſought 
him' to reſtore the Marquis to his Confidence. This 
Requeſi made his R. Highneſs believe that 1 had 
fome reaſons to keep my Marriage private. He 
therefore ſent for the Marquis , and rxcſtord him 
to his Familiarity. Thereupon, ſo ſoon as I ſaw the 
Marquis of Flexri, 1 chid him for not undecciving 
| the Duke in his opinion of our being marry'd 3 
and [| told him that I took it very ill that he himſelf 
had ſpread abroad the Report of it. He did 'not at 
all deny it, but defir'd me. to forgive a fault which 
he thought neceſſary to reconcile him to the Duke 
his Maſter. Afterwards he gave me an Account, 
after what manner the Dake. had reſtor'd him to. 
his friendſhip, and made that an Argument that T 
could have no longer any reaſon which could hin- 
der me from Marrying him. I return'd him the 
ſame Anſwers I had done when he urg'd me to 
give him my conſent ; but ſeeing me ſtedfaſt in my 
determination not to- marry him, he flew out into 
ſuch a violent Paſſion that | could not have 
chought him guilty of, and .to!d me, that he be- 
gan to think that whatever had been ſaid of me 
was frue. I was fo ſenfible of that Aﬀeront, that iti 
the height of my Anger which it had infus'd into 
me, { forbid him to ſee me any more. With that. 
he flung out of the Room, and | was more pro-. 
 vok'd at his obedience, then I was with his loju- 

rious Language ; for his manner of leaving, the, 
made me judge that it would be no difficult thing 
for-him to foriake my Company. I ne- 


Lads: T | 

I never had ſuch violent pangs of Grief as then; 
but at length I recoyer'd my Courage and Reſolu- 
| and whatever Wnſion I fc1t for the Marquiſs, 
I fcorn'd to recall him agen. Thus we ſhould. always 
be Miftriſſes of our Paſſions, were we not too mach 
in love with *em. 

In the mean time, the Marquiſs of Fleari, after 
he had left me, took poſt, and went I know not 
whither. Arid they that were my former Scandg- 
lizers took no compaſſion ppon me on that occafion. 
But I made uſe of the old Rernedy, Patience, and 
leaving both the Courts at Lyon,” return'd to my 
own Territories, reſolv'd to comfort my ſelf for 
the loſs'of a Perſon who had not delicacy enough to 
be contented with my heart. For if I had not the 
advantage to bring the Marquiſs to my Sentiments, 
I had at leaſt the' conſolation not to Nv bin fo 
weak as to conform to his. 

The Lady who recovinted this Story to me, told 
me an infinite number of other Adventures that 
had befallen her; and while I tarri'd in the Pro- 
vince, we often made thoſe Reflexions together, 
which her Deſtiny and mine gave us an occafion to 
make upon the Misfortunes of Women. 

After] had put an «nd to thoſe Afﬀairs which 
detain'd me in the Province, I return'd to Pary. 
There the Baron de Sarceller, who was my Kinſman, 
came to ſee me'ſo ſoon as I was arriv'd, and gave 
me to underſtand, that during my abſence kie had 
made a particalar Acquaintance.with St. lhe and 
his Wife; that he gave frequent Vilits'to both ; and 
in ſhort, that he had liſted himſelf in the oumber of 
their Friends. He told me farther, that Madam 
Se. Ale had charg'd him to make a perfed reconci- 
liation between her and 1; that ſhe was abſolutely 
tindeceiy'd i in every thing that had bin-infus'd =_ 
E e 
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her concerning my familiarity with her Husband 
that the moſt earneſilydefir'd to give me caule to for- 
get what was paſt,and to become one of my Friends. 
As for St. Albe, T had heard no tidings of him all 
the while I ſtay'd in the Province : And though I 
v/is fully convinc'd that he durſt not write to 
tor fear of diſpleaſing me, yet I was troubl'd that 
I could hear nothing of him, Rs 

[ perſuaded my (elf that Sarceles ſpoke to me af- 
ter that manner by Sr. Albes Order, who 'had 
_ brought his Wife to hear Reaſon, and had advis'd_ 
her to be Friends with me, that he might recover 
the loſt advantage of my Society. I lov'd St. Albe 
too well to deny my confent to a Reconciliation that - 

fatter'd him with fo much delight. And belides, 
I was glad to find his Wife reduc'd to Reaſon, and 
that (he ſought my friendſhip : So1 told Sarceles,that 
I would willingly wait upon her, and that he might 
carry me to her when ſhe-pleas'd. Nor did he de- 
1zy to bring us together 3 at what time we talk'd of 
nothing that was paſt; nor did any thing fall from 
me, during our whole diſcourſe, that could give her 
an occaſion to recolle& her memory : and when ſhe 
went about to talk of any thing to that purpoſe, I 
always interrupted her; and becauſe ſhe loaded 
me with her Careſſes, I imagin'd that ſhe lov'd me 
+ in good carneſt, Iask'd her for her Husband ; ſhe 
cold me, he was in the Country, and that he would 
not return in three Weeks. 1 durſt not ask any 
more particular Queſtions ; but 1 made no doubt 
but that when he ſhould come to know that I had 
vilited his Wife, be would write to me, and haſten 
his return; nevertheleſs, I heard no news concern- 
Ing him. I repay'd Madam de St. Albe her Viſit, 
who after tht came frequently to ſee me, always 
bringing Sarcelſes along with her, which made me be- 
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lieve *m to be gpod Friends, but I little ſuſpeRed 'em 


tobe in that familiar league together as they were. 


St. Albe rcturn'd by this time out of the Coun- 
try, but was not very haſty to come and 'ſee me; 
which very much diffurb'd me 3 but becauſe I 


' thought he would not preſume to viſit me without 


leave, | went to his Houſe, two days after | under- 
fiopod he was come home. He was then with his 


._.. Wile, but receiv'd me. coldly; nor did he ſay one 
word to me how joyful he was that I ſhould be- 


come a frequent Vilitant of his Wife, which I ex- 
peed from him. I obſerv'd however in his Eyes, 


that (ill he loy'd me, and that it was with great 


conſtraint upon himſclf that he forbore to let me 
know how glad he was to ſee me again. He ſeem'd 


to me to be 7d and I ſaw that he was diflatisf'd : 
However, I aid not a word to him in.his Wife's 


preſence gz, but having giv'n him my Hand to lead 
me to my Coach, Well, Sir, faid I, how like ye 


- Madam St. Albe's Diſnarie 3 in reference to me? Is 


not this a wonderful Change? If outward Shews 
may be believ'd, I am apt to think ſhe loves me 
with all her heart; Sr. 4lbe return'd no Anſwer. 
Upon which, why ſo lilent? faid I. You cannot 
but know the cauſe, repli'd hez 1am troubl'd, Ma- 
dam, that you have fo eafily done for Sarceles what 
you have (o often refus'd to do for nie. How fo, 
repli'd I, was it not you! that perſuaded Madam 
St. Albe to be reconcil'd to me? Upon thoſe words 
he (mil'd, and told me, 1 could mot be ignorant 


.of the Motive that induc'd her to that Reconcilia- 


tion. The Place would not permit us time futhci- 
ent to clear this Myltery ; for had I kept him lon- 


ger, it would have bred ſuſpicion ; and therefore 
1-only delir'd him to come to me the next day and 


unfold this Riddle z telling him withal, that I ould 
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not take him for my Friend, if he did not releaſe 
me from the-trouble I was in. He promis'd to obey 
me; and (o I left him for that time, not knowing 
what to think of the Story. 

So ſoon as I came to my Lodging, I told Madam 
Laval what I had heard and ſeen, and we thought 
we had divin'd the cauſe of Se. Albe*'s Melancholy. 
But he came the next day and unfolded it himſelf. 
I am no more a Viſionary, ſaid he, nor a Jealous - 
Shallow- brains then another z nor do I love Madam 
St. Albe (o well as to be alarum'd at her private Fa- 
miliarities. But | love you, Madam, with a deli- 
cacy that renders me ſenſible of your Honour, All 
the World believes that Sarcelles courts my Wife, 
and that you are the Mankger of their Private Con- 
zunQions. - | 

This Complaint of Sr. 4lbe touch'd me to the 
quick : I ask'd him whether he could agcuſe me of 
ſo foul a piece of Treachery ? No, . Madam, repli'd 
St. Albe, though I had ſome reaſon to wonder at 
firſt, that you ſhould viſit my Wife at Sarceles's re- 
queſt, a Perfon whom I hate, and whom I had erc 
now full dearly made repent of his Infolence, but 
for the honour which he has to be your Kinſman, 
yet I did you juſtice without delay. - I thought you 
were impos'd upon by the Artifices which they us'd 
to draw ye to my Houle, and I thought that your 
Compliance proceeded only from your Civility and 
your Natural Goodneſs. Do you believe, ſaid I, 
haſtily interrupting, that I had no other Motive 
_ and fo ſaying, I bluſh'd, and tix'd a more tender 
look upon him then ever I had done, while he be- 
held me in the ſame manner, and both ſtood ſpeech» 
leſs for a time. Yes, Madam, repli'd” Se. Albe at 
 Tength, though you have always bin fo cruel to 


make me ſenſible of your indifferency for me, TTh | 
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Iefs troubPd to imagin with my ſelfthat you ſought 
ſce me again, then to believe you capable of Malice 


'P or Blindneſs. - As for Malice, (aid I, I never had 


any 3 but I think I have bin a little too blind ; and 
I would have you be convinc'd, that *twas my de- 
fire to ſee you again that was the cauſe of my Blind- 
neſs, For, in ſhort, $#. Albe, I knew your Merit 
to the full, nor could I be inſenfible of ſo many 
 Teftinionies of your Friendſhip, as you have giv'n 
me. I thought, added 1, it had bin you your ſelf 
who had perftiaded Madam Se. Alþe to defire my 
company : I ſaw nothing in her Conduct with Sar- 
celles that gave me any cauſe of ſuſpicion, and I am 
apt to believe that nothing criminal paſſes between 
**m. St. Albe took no notice of my laft words ; he 
only minded to affure himſclf of the ſincerity of my 
Sentiments for himſelf 5 and though he could not 
doubt but that I lov'd him, yet was it the firſt time 
I ever diſclos'd my Sentiments to him. Nor did I 
repent that I had let him underſiand 'em : He ac- 
company'd with ſo much reſpe& the Joy and Tran- 
ſports which the affurance of my Love infus'd into 
him, that he ſtill appear'd to me more worthy of 
my love: And I believe there would be little rea- 
ſon to upbraid Women for being (o weak as to let. 
men know they love 'em, if all Lovers were as re- 
ſpecful and as delicate as Sr. Albe. 

Aﬀeer he had a hunderd times renew'd his Oaths 
to be cternally mine, and to exad no other recom- 
pence of his love, then the pleaſure of loving me, 
and being by me belov'd, I put him again upon the 
Story of Sarceles, and he told me, that he had bin 
for a long time a Sedulous Courtier of his Wife, in- 
ſomuch that it had bin the talk of the Town, and 
that Sarcellzs and his Wife foreſecing that his Pa- 
tience might at length be rir'd , they bethoaghe 
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theinſclves that. the only way to preſerve their Unj- 
on; was to, draw* me to Madam Se. Albe's Houſe, 
becauſe that $2. Albe:bcing fill in love with me, the 

ptaſure of my Company would make him amends 

tor the trouble that Sarceles gave him. & 

| found much probability in iS, Alhe's Relation, - 
and that put us into new Confutions : For I could 
not torbear vititing Madam Sr. Albe without depri- 
ving my {It of her Husband's Og, and exa(- - 
perating, her 'a fecond time agiinſt fe: On the 
othar fide, I'could not continue my Viſits without 
blailing myRepuration. in the World. I underſtood 
alſo: that Publick' Report had begun to beſpatter me 
already, by giving out upon. my renewing my Vi- 
{11s to-Madam Sy, H1be, that we acted all four by 
concert z. and that $1. Albe' for. the pleaſure of my 
company h4d prottituted his Wife to Sarcelles. 

This Report: appear'd {o injutious to my own, 
2nd the Re -putation of St. Flbe, that for the more 

ſpeedy ſiifling it, 1 refolv'd neither to viſit Se, Albe 
nor his Wife any more. 

St Albe had too great a value for my Honour, and: 
was too'fentible of his own, to diſapprove my De- 
zen: But becauſe it was too great a trouble to 1is 

o want the company of one another, there was an 
Gapedicnt tound>out, that I ſhould refrain for ſome 
time from vititing; Madam Sr. Albe, and that during 
that time I ſhould oblige S.zrcelles to carry nimſelt 
with more caution. 

But this carn'd:alfo to my prejudice : For i In re- 
's ard it was known how coidly Sr. Albe had receiv'd 
nic, and that the Vitit was not known which 'he 
paid me the next day, *(was reported abroad that 
- ] forhore to lev. his Wite, becauſe the Husband had 
foand it oat that 1 favour'd Sarceles's Detigns. 
Which mfde People believe tnat 1 tov'd Sr, lhe bet- 
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ter then he did me; and I was lookt upon as'a 
Woman that never minded any thing elſe, provided 


I might but ſatisfy my own Paſſion. However, 1 
deſery'd a better Reputation; and I believ'd that 


few Women would have had the courage that I had, 


to refrain the Company of a Perſon | lov'd, when I 
md {o favourable an opportunity to ſee him every, 
"Mays": 

About the ſame time Madam St. 41be fell ſick, 
and notwithſtanding all the Remedies that' could 
be adminiſter'd to her, ſhe dy'd of the Small Pox. 
Her Death: ruin'd $:. 4lbe, who having no Chil- 
dren by her, was oblig'd to reſtore what ſhe brought 
him : And becauſe he had bin no good Husband of 
his own Eſtate, he was forc'd to deſpoil himſelf of 
all he had to ſatisfy his Wife's Heirs; So that he 
fell from a Plentiful Eſtate into great Poverty. 

. Tt was now ſome time ago that the Dutcheſs of 


Chatifon had propos'd to marry me to the Duke - 


of who was a Widower , and who had a 
Daughter much about the Age of my Son. The 
Duke alſo agreed, if the Match went on, that my 
Son ſhould marry his Daughter, which was a very 
advantageous Match for my Son, and which I ought 
not to have refus'd, had it bin only becauſe, Ma- 
dam de Chatillon propos'd it : But' I could not re- 
ſolve to marry agen; not that the Experimented 
Vexations of my firſt Marriage made me afraid,to 
venture, but the Eſteem and AﬀeRion I had: for 
$:. Albe. Nevertheleſs, becauſe 1 could not fore- 
ſce-the death of his Wife, I had accepted the Civil 
Propolals of Madam de Chatillon, and could 'give no 
other Reaſon to put off my Marriage, but the ten- 

der years of my von. 
Madam de St. Albe dy'd juſt at the ſame time 
that Madam de Chatillon preſt me to forbear inſiſting 
L 4 upon 


Po 
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upon that Reaſon. ; But Se. Albe being a Widowey, 
f thought ir became me not to marry any other, 
and The which before was only an effe& of my Paſ- 
fion, was now a Reaſon of Generolity. . I was 
rich, and he was poor ; I thought I could not in. 
juſtice refuſe to relieve him, and 1 knew no- yepy'bo 
afford him a more noble Relief, nor more comfor- 
mable to my Inclination, then. to marry him. .,This 
was the real Motive which engag'd me Jo a Delign 
which has bin ſo much blam'd by thoſe who d 
re of only conſulting a blind Paſſion. Bur ro ju- | 
ſiify my ſelf from this Reproach, 1 ſhall give an Ac: Þ 
' count of the manner how our Marriage came to be 
concluded, by which it will be the better ſeen how 
worthy $t. Albe was of the Advantage he met with 
in marrying me. Any other Woman, had ſhe bin 
in my. place, would have done as 1 did : For I'date 
be bold to ſay, there are Women (till who have no- 
ble Sentiments, and they who bclieve they a& only 
out of humour or intexſt, arc not acquainted with 
em. 

' When $2, Albe , after the loſs of his Wife, Gaw 
himſelf reduc'd to loſe the beſt Eftate which he en- 
1oy'd, there was nothing talk'd of about the Town 
- But my Marriage with the Duke of — and whether 
St. Albe apprehended that the Match was too too 
much for my advantage for him to endeavour to 

perſuade'mie againſt it; whether really he did not 
| licve I lov'd him ſo well as to prefer him befdre 
the Duke of ——— or laſtly, whether he were 
zſhzm'd to find himſelf without an Eſtate, he lefe 
Paris , and withdrew. to ſome Remainder of his 
own, which when he had ſold, he delign'd to go 
for Hollar4, and feck for ſome Employment i in that 
Country: As for my own part, I had ſeen him but 


ance  lince the death of liis Wiſe ; and though I had 
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him of to marry him, I had notfaid a 


taken a Rejol 
word to him of ic, 1 only offer'd him what Money 


he fiood.in need of to redeem his Eftate. He had 
| thankt me for my Offers, but would not accepe *<m; 
Two days-after which, . he left the Town, and I 
knew not for ſome time what was become of himz 
when at laſt,” after mach ExpeQation , I revelv'd 
the following Letter. 2 © Be 


The LETTER. -. 
br it 


|| Thowg proper, Madam, to inform ye, that 1 am 
' © .K quite diſcharg'd fromube Heiri of Madam de St. Al- 
| be. . If 1 made no wſe of the Aſfiftance you bad the good- 
neſs to offer me toward the concluſion of that Aﬀair, be 
oſſur'd, it was not out of my fear of being burthenſome to 
ye, nor of being bebolding to you. I know the generofity of 
your Sonl ; but I did not think it convenient to accept 
your Favours at a time when Fortune offer d you an Ad- 
. Vancement to Title and Dignity in the World, if any ſuch 
there be that may be thought equal to your merits. 1 
always love ye bowever, but ſuffer me to conceal my De- 
ftiny from ye, till your Marriage is accompliſh'd. Never 
enquire, or trouble your ſelf, whether 1 ſhall be bappy or 
miſerable : Whatever be my Lot, T ſhall be truly boppy, 
| * when I know that you enjoy your full content. 


.» * 


Upon the reading this Letter, I felt my ſelf. cur- 
moil'd with various Sentiments. At turft was 
charm'd with Se. Abe's Generolity.; Then Iaccugd 
him of loving me too little, fince he gave me my 
Liberty.with ſuch a ſeeming unconcern'dneſs. Me- 
thought His Lettef did not become a tender Lover, 
and a little thing would have mide me deem him 
inconftant. But at length, 1 knew hinrtoo well to 
continue long thoſe finifter thoughts of his Aﬀe- 
oo es | he ion, 


rage 3 
Aion; and 1 tmade this judgtnent 6f fi Th 
lov Te me fo much the iiore The more op lyd 
pear'd to ſactifice himſelf for thy 
"Thereupon I ſetit away a Meff 
whetein | catrieftly defir ; 
having ſotnething " zortance fo impart to him; | 
. and for the more (peed, | order'd the Meſſenget to, 
take Poſt, He found him ready to go for Holland 3 
- but not being able co withſtand m my Orders, he laid 
* alide thoſe Thoughts, arid return'd immediately to 
Pars. W% 7 
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N the. mean time, Madam 4: Chatillon was fo 
importunate with me to conclude my own, and 
my Son's Marriage, that I thought it my Daty no 
longer to dally with her. I told her therefore, that 
for my own part I was fully reſolv'd not to marry 
. only if ſhe could (o bring it to paſs that my Son 
_ might marry the Duke's Hadahury , the Obliga- 
tion ſhe would lay upon me, would be till the 
ſame. ut ſhe told me, the Duke would never 
. conſent to the Marriage of my Son, unleſs he mar- 
ried meFirſt. To which I anſwer'd, that if it were 
ſo, there was no farther thinking either of the One 
or the Other. Upon which Madam 4: Chatillon up- 
braided me with having little AﬀeGion for my Son, 
fince he would never meet with a Match ſo Advan- 
tageous as the Duke's Daughter. Burt I repli'd, 
that my Son was too young to think of Marriage, 
and that I had no mind to ſacrifice my Liberty and 
Repoſe to his Intereſts, I ſee now, ſaid Madam 

de Chatillon,that you intend to marry St. Albe. Which 
- words ſhe utter'd in ſach a Tone, as hinder'd me at 
firſt from acknowledging it to be my real defign. 


If you marry him, added ſhe, you will commit a 


great piece of Folly; It is a Match that will be uni- 
verſally condemn'd ;- and beſides, I am afraid *tis a 
Match of Inclination. Aﬀterwards ſhe laid before me 
the Inconveniences that would attend it. Notwith- 
ſtanding all this, becauſe it was my Intercft that Ma- 
dam de Cbatillon ſhould approve my Reſolution to 

| | = | marry 
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marry St. Albe, T gave her ſuch a Portraiture of the 
s Man as did not diſpleaſe her.z and when I ſhew'd 
her his laſt Letter, ſhe alter'd her mind. Afﬀeer ſhe 
had read it, ſhe told me, that ſhe piti'd Se. 4lbe, - 
and that ſhe would not adviſe me'to abandon him * 
to bis deſpair. ig 
You may eaſily judge how joyful I was to- ſee 
that Madam de Chatillon approv'd my Defign. What 
a pleaſure it is to be applauded in our Wiſhes and 
Deſires! Afﬀeer that, | made no ſcraple to diſcover 
my heart to a Friend who confirm*d me in my Sen- 
timents.l acknowledg'd to her that Ihad refus'd the 
Duke for no other reaſon, but only becauſe I was 
refolv'd to marry St. Albe; that I was mov'd with 
his ill Fortune; and that after what he had done for 
me, I lookt upon it as a plece of Treachery gpd In- 
gratitude toforſake him. Madam de Chatillo# com- 
| mended my Generoſity, and promis'd to fgrve me 
\ as far as lay in hex power 3 but ſhe told me withal, 
that my Marriage was to be kept ſecret; and [ re- 
ftgn'd all my Concerns into her hands. Then ſend 
Sr. Albe to my Houſe, repli'd ſhe; *tis requiſite that 
I ſhould talk with him firſt, and that I ſhould fully 
anderſtand him, before I acquaint him with his - 
Happineſs ; For if he reſembles other Men, I would 
nevcr advil: ye to marry him. *Tis neceflary, that 
before you make him your Hysband, you ſhould be 
ſpre ; that you may have nothing to tax your ſelf 
with afterwards ; and that you know whether he 
can make you fo happy as you expect. 
 I'was glad that Madam de Chatillon was pleas'd to 
take upon her the trouble z well afſuc'd that St. A1- 
he would appcar to her the (ame that ſhe would have 
him to be ; and beſides, I was not (orry that any 
other but.my (el ſhould prepare him for a Happi- 
nels which he ſo little expected, It came info my 
| ming * 
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' mind alfo, that while Madam de Chatillon took up» 
on her this Aﬀair, I might be able to ſay, that *twas 


- She who had advis'd metoit. And I defird no - 


.\ Aﬀeerl 


more then to be able to clear my ſelf from every 
thing that might be objeRed againſt my ConduRt 
in this reſpeR. | ; 
parted with Madam de Chatillon, I met 
with Ss. Albe, who tarricd for me at my Lodging. 
I told him, that I could not bat difapprove a ſcru- 
pulous Niceneſs, that would not ſuffer him to be 
beholding to me; that I knew the Condition of his 
Afﬀairs, and that I had thought of a way to ſet him 
pp again, of which Madam de Chatillon would tell 
him more z that what we had delign'd to do for 
him would be no Obſtacle to my Marriage with the 
Duke of —— At which laſt words Sr. 4lbe im- 
mediately chang'd Colour — Alas, Madam, faid 
' he, why have you ſent for me back ? for in your 
preſence that firength fails me which I had remote 
from your ſight, Go to Madam de Chatillon,ſaid I 
will revive your Courage. Which faid, I would not 
permit him to ſpeak any more, but ſent him away. 
I muſt confeſs however, that had he fiay'd butne- 
yer ſo little longer, | ſhould not have had the power 
to have conceal'd my Intentions from him. For | 
was nothing ſcrupulous of my Sentiments fince Ma- 
dam de Chatillon approv'd 'em. 

The next day S?. Albe went to wait upon Madam 
de Chatillon, who ſhewing him the laſt Letter which 
he had written to me, and which ſhe had then in 
her own Cnſtody z What was your Defigo, faid 
ſhe, in writing this Letter ? Confeſs the truth, 
did not you belieye it would have wrought with 
the Marchioneſs to have broke off her Marriage with 
the Duke of ? For if it were true that 
you approy'd that Marriage , you would have > 

ex 
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her to conclude it without ſaying any thing. 
E will not difſemble with you , added ſhe ; for it 
is manifeſt by this Letter, that you did fancy to your 
ſelf ridiculous hopey , and that you imagin'd that 
for love of you, a match ſo much to her advan- 
tage would have bin broken off. ls ic poſſible that. 
you ſhould fo little underſtand your (elf, or that you 
ſhould be ignorant how impoſſible it is for my . 

Friend to marry you ? This Lecture put St. Albe 
que out of Countenance, you after a ſilence for 
ome time, Madam, ſaid He, what is there fo Cri- - 
| minal in that Letter? or where have I given De. _ 
monſtxations of thoſe vain Hopes for which you 
blame me? Never difſemble, reply'd Madam de 
Cbatillon, you love the Marchioneſs, you believe 
her to be in love with you, and you Whuld have 
her marry ye? Who I! Madam——anſwer'd St. 
Albe ; No— Madamw—fo far from it, that 
were it her defire, I would be the firſt tooppoſe it. I 
have too high a value for her Honour, to allow that 
ſhe ſhould prefer an Unfortunate Beggar, who has 
nothing but'an Honeſt Heart, before a Perſon that 
i5/going to exalt her to that Illuſtrious degree which 
the deſerves above any Perſon in the World. I am 
glad, ſaid Madam Chatillon, to hear ye confirm what 
you have writ to her ; for | muſt not conceal it from 
you,that theMarchioneſs would hardly be induc'd to 
marry the Duke of —- did ſhe not believe you to be 
{o juſt a Perſon as to conſent to it : you have been 
already too badly ugs'd by Fortune,to be loaded with 
more forrows ; *twas her pleaſure therefore, I 
ſhouid ſee you, that | might prepare you for this 
Marriage 3 and to ſhew you that you are ſtill in her 
thoughts, ſhe is reſolv'd to give or lend you forty 
'Thouland Crowns to. ſet yuu up in the World a- 
gain; With this you muſt be content, and hn 

| te 
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tell you, few Wamen would have been fo, 
rous, But this is not all, ſhe and I have can 
together, an 3 
you, to. Wife ; and it. will be your fault if you do 
not marry 2 handſome Lady that'will bxing you a 
fair Fortune, If you loye the Marchioneſs, you will 
' promiſe me ta accept of this Match. This is that 


ſalted 


you muſt reſolve upon,nor ſhall you filr from hence, 


till you have promis'd to marry. the perſon that we 
recommend to your AﬀeGion. I promiſe - you, 
Madam, whatever may contribute to render the 
_ Marchioneſs happy. I marry'd once alrcady for the 
Loye of her ; and you may afſure her, that in 1o- 
ving, her I ne're conceiv'd* the leaſt vain hope of 
- what you ſcem'd to intimate; I only made my 
happineſs confiſt in loying her, 'and I will always 
love her. You would talk at another rate, re- 
ply's Madam Chatilbn, interrupting him, were you 
her Husband ; believe me, Wedlock alters the 
' ſtrongeſt Inclinations ; and were the Marchioneſs 
inclin'd to marry ye, I would perſwade her to the 
contrary, for fear left Wedlock ſhould have the 
ſame cff:Q upon you. Wherefore, Madam, cry'd 
St. Albe, does your IAdiſhip take ſuch delight in tor- 
menting, by ſoothing me with thoſe Ideq's with 
which 1 neyers flatter'd my felf ? I will amuſe ye 
then no longer, reply'd the Dutcheſs, . the Marchio- 
neſs intends to marry ye. She is an unwary Wo- 
man, who in fo doing follows her own Inclinati- 
on, never confidering to what Extremities this 
Marriage will expoſe her. But I hope that you will 
be more diſcreet than ſhe 5 and that *tis none of 
your deſire that ſhe ſhould render her (elf ridicu- 
lous to all the Kingdom. St. Albe,upon thoſe words, 
beheld the Dutche(s with an awful filence, and 
perceiving ſhe had done, Madam, faid he, I can- 

not 


ne- 


.we have ſome thoughts of helping. 
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hot think you ſerious in your Diſcourſe: I never 
Aater'd my felf that the Marchioneſs had fo much 


inclination for me, as you would ſeem to 
me : but if it be truc, 'that her deſign is 


wade 
be ſame 
which you mention, 1 am affur'd that-the Infinite _ 


Reſpet and Love which I ſhall have for her till 
the ſeparation of Death, will juſtifie her Choice 
and that thete is no Body that will cenſure her for 
martying the onlyperſon who atall times did juſtice 
to her merit ; I lov'd heras ſoonas I ſaw her; from 


that very time I never ceas'd to adore her; and the © 


love which I haye for her has bin always ſtedfaſt and 
permanent, Can it be 2 prev added he, tranſ- 
ported with Delight, and throwing hiaiſelf at Ma- 
dam de Chatilln's Feet, that the Marchioneſs ſhould 
have any ſuch deſign as that-wherewith you-bleſs 
my Ears? Oh Madam, in the Name of God, I be- 
ſeech ye never to oppoſe jt. "If you love her, you 
ought to defire her happineſs: I dare preſume to 
ſay, that I am the only perſon who can make her 
happy. — Here his Tears ftop'd him, and would 
not permit him to ſay more. Madatn de Chatila 


alſo felt her ſelf wholly vanquiſh'd; and raifing him . 


from the ground; No, ſaid ſhe, I (hall never op- 
poſe your Union z ſhe can alſo tell ye, that *twas I 
who confirm'd her in her reſolation to marry ye. 
And I can farther aſſure ye, that it ſhe does not 
marry you, ſhe will never be Wife to any other 


- 


Perſon. . 1010 | 
In what an Extaſie of Delight and SatisfaQtion 


was over-joy'd Sr. Albe, when he heard ſuch Con- 


firmations of his Felicity as theſe ! He embrac'd 
the Dutcheſſes Knees, conjuring her at the ſame 
time to deal ſincerely with him. Madam de Cba- 
ton anſwer'd him, that to let him ſee, ſhe did not 


deceive him, ſhe would fcnd for me "Oo" 
| id, 
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did;and as ſoon repair'd to her Lodgings, impatient - 
to know what had paſt between*em, where Se. Albe 
. was ſtill upon.his Knees when,T chtred the Room, 
"Tis well y'are come, Madam, faid ſhe, for I know 
Tot What to do and if you do not take ſome ſpee- 
Yy care, I'm afraid Ye. 4tbe will die at my Feec. 1 
knew not what the Dutchels had ſaid to him, and 
therefore ſeeing him in that condition, 1 was afraid 
ſhe had put him into a fit of deſpair, by telling him 
' that T intended to marry theDuke of —.Scar'd-wi 

| theſe thoughts, Ah, Madam, aid 1, you have bin 
too cruel to put the poot Sr. Albe in pain— and 

_ to'S:.Albe, cry'd I, What has flie told ye, that fo 
terribly affligs ye ?— Then turning to me, and 
embracing my Knees in the ſame manner, — No, 
Madam, *cty*'d he, I cannot believe what I have 
heard ——=my happinAas is ſo unconceivable, that 
jt aſtoniſhes me. 1 was then afraid left Madain de 
Chatillon had told him too much; and bluſhing, 1 
_ askthim, what happineſs it was had fo tranſported 
| him? Alas, Madam, reply'd he, I am not able to 
. expreſs it; all that 1 am ſenſible of is only this, that 
 'Tadore ye; 1 wiſh that you could read it in my 
heatft. | find then, reply'd I, that Madam de Cha- 
;, 8illon has betray'd me, and 'tis in 'vain to difſemble 
' any longer. Riſe, St. Albe, and hearken to me z 
- Loveyouz and all that you have done for me for 
. theſe dozen years together has convinc'd me that 
you merit my AﬀeRion. T never thought that the 

Diſpoſal of Providence would order igus in ſuck 
" a manner as to teſtifie the impreſſion which your 
Accompliſhtnents have made in my heart. I muſt - 
ſo tell ye farther, that tho we are now in a fair 
way both you'and | to a laſting Union, T ſhould 
tardly have refolv'd upon it, had :ot your misfor- 
funes depriy'd ye of your "x But now yoit 
PF, _ . 


havg 
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© . vantage of being beneficial to your wants. You re-, 
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have need of me, and no body ſhall have the ad- 


liev*d me at ("xp when my Fortune was low, and 
it is but juſt F ſhould repay you what, you have 
done for me. I intend to marry ye-3 but I tld fo 
much upon your Friendſhip and your Delicacy as. 
to believe that you will do nothing but what ſhall 
ſuit with my Honour. Before we maxry, we muſt 
break off with the Duke of —— and endeavour 
the Settlement. of my Son. I require ye therefore 
to keep ſecret my diſcover'd intentions, and that 
you rarely viſit me till T have prepar'd all things 
' ready for our Wedding. I hope it will be ſfaddeuly, 
| and that you will continue ſuch: a Condud& as ſhall 
make me-more and more. approve the promiſe I 
have made ye to be always yours. Oh,, Madam, : 
*ris too much, teply'd Se. 4/hes you ſhall find me un- 
capable of change; nor ſhall ever time abate the 
fincerity of my Sentiments. God is my witneſs, ' 
that if you had efpous'd the Duke of——-T never 
would have ceas'd to love you. Ry Reſolution was 
fixt; I was going into Holland, not to extinguiſh 
my ſorrows to ſee you in the Embraces of another, . 
-.but to coriceal a bad Fortune from.your Eyes, that - 
would haye always bin folliciting your Genezo- 
tity. _ | .- 

Aﬀer this'Converſe which laſted for ſome time, }. 
we confider'd which way to. break off with the 
Duke of —— .To whichpurpoſe we agreed that St. 
Albe ſhould return into the Province, till we were 
in a condition to marry. He obey'd ; and departed 
_ the ſame day; Madam de Chatilon thn confeſs'd, 
that ſhe had a value for Sr. Albe, and that he was | 
worthy the Happineſs which I put him in hopes 
of, and therefore advis'd me to conclude the Buli- 
neſs as ſoon as might be; On the other fide | wo 

, Ty 
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' "reaſons on his fide to brea off with ne. 
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fir'd Madam 4: Chatillon to teſthe Duke of —— 

that | was unwilling to keep him. in ſuſpence,and 
therefore whatever Honour bis Courtllyp. did. rk a” 
that Lhad no deſire to marry. Nor was he much 
troaÞFd at my Reſolution, beckaſe he had fome 


 _ My Mother, who was my- Enemy y, tho the 

were Frriv'd at thoſe years that ought to have flac- , 
ken'd her hatred; was mad to hear that | was go- 
Ing to matry the Duke of ——-, And therefore {he 
ſet all her Springs at work to hinder my- Advance- 
ment to a degree above hers : and fill'd the Dake | 
full of Sufpitions and Jealouſics. of my Behaviour. 
I know not where ſhe had bin inform'd that 1 had 
lately ſeen Sr. Alhe; but ſhe told the Duke that 1 
'+ had carry'd on an intrigue for. twelve years toge- 

ther with Se. Alhe, and that I met him frequently 
in private. The Reſj pert I owe the Memory of my 
. Mother will not bermll me to accule her of having 
| Invented ſeveral horrid Circurnſtances to ſet out 
the Story of that Amorous intrigue to the Dake: 

- Butin  thort, her malice went fo high as. to give 
out,\'that Sr. Alhbe had Poiſon'd his Wife, that 
he might be free to marry me. 
The Duke of — knowing that LT intended to 
break off with him, neyer ſirove to conceal any of 
theſe Circamliancesfrom Madam de. Chatillon, who : 
» acquainted me with 'em. But as for the Rope 
invented about the Death of Madam de St. Albe 
lietle regarded it, becauſe all the World knew the 
dy'd of the Small Poxz however I was really angry 
to ſee my Mother fo diligent to defame me. 

I had no ſooner broken off with the Duke of — 
but it was preſently reported, that I had marry'd 
Se. Albe, and this was the occaſion of 2 general 
_ out-cry agairiſtme z but this was not the Buſineſs 
that trggbled me. M 2 My . 
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about ſeventeen years of age 
was in love with tt Daughter of the Duke of =— 
and had alſo won her affection, She was much'a- 


| bout his ages and they were both fo ſure that 


they ſhould be married together, that they: were 


both at their Wits end, when they were forbid to 


ſce one another, I know not who had taken the 
pains to infinuate into my Son, that I was fo far 


from ſecking his Preferment by matching him with 


the Daughter of the Duke of — that I ſought to - 
ruin him by marrying a Man not Forth a Groat, 
and my inferiour in Birth ; but ſo it was, that not- 
withſtanding he had always bin to me a dutiful and 
affeFionate Child , his Paſſion for the. Duke's 
Daughter, or rather his Youth made him hearken 
to every Tile that was told him 3 and my Mother 
laboured to get. the Wardhip of him taken out of , 
my hands. SENSE 

This was to me a cutting blow ; for I lov'd my 
Son z and I may ſafely fay that he deſerv'd my Love _ 
for a thouſand Noble Qpalities with which he was 
endu'd. I thought then, there was no time to be' - 
loſt, and that for my own juſtitication, and to pre- 
vent his being taken from me ,' it bchov'd me to 
propoſe to the Duke of——a Match between my 
Son and his Daughter; I offer'd him alſo greater 


- edvantages then he expected ; and I muſt confeſs 


that tho I fill defign'd to marry Ser. Albe, and 
might have Children by him, T beliey'd him a Per- 
ſap fo far from ſeeking his own. intereſt, that I made - 
no gueſiion' bat that he would approve whatever [ 
did for the good of my Son. But the Duke rejeted 
my Propoſals, and my Son perceiving *cwas no 
fault of mine that he did not marry his Daughter, 


. reſum'd his former Sentiments, and by degrees for- 


ga his loſs. : 
St, 


= 
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Se. All infortn'd of what the World reported 
concerning his being-married tagne, wrote: to mg 
every Yay,, and conjur'd-me to bury his intereſts in 
oblivion, and to forget him himſelt alſo, if he did 
the leaſt injury ro'my Honour,or my Sons Advance- 
ment, But theſe Sentiments ſerv*d on!y to render 
him more dear to me, and made me,more imptieut 
ro conſummate our Marriage : beſides, I was trou- 
bled for his abſence; and thouzh he diſſ&ml'd the 
conſtraint he put upon himſelt to ſuffer the loſs of 
my Company, I was movd with his conſtrain'd 
ation ; and therefore I ſent for him back to Pa 
ris, relolv'd to marry him out of hand. 
| forelaw not that there could be any thing more 
reported of us, after we were marry'd, then what 
had bin'already divulg'd ; 1 f-und my ſelf under a 
.. _ neceflity of refolving to marry. him, or to be 
thought to have'carry'd on an Amorous intrigue 
with him z ſol rather choſe to be accus'd of being 
marry'd to him, then to be accounted his Miſtreſs. 
However, becauſe 1 was afraid of new Obſtruci- 
ons from my Relations, I kept a private Wedding z 
. neverthelels omitting nothing that was neceſſary to 
 bedone, to prevent the ſiarting of any Nullicies in 
. my Wedlock. I muſt confels that I was treubI'd 
. I could no6t do things with more luſter ; I could 
' not reliſh the Pleaſures of Privacy upon ſuch an. 
Occaſion : for I would fain have let all the World 
fee by Marrying S?. Albe publickiy, the eſteem and 
value I had for him. | b. 
Howeyer, this .private Wedding could not be 
ſo long kept ſecret, but that without examining 
| the Reaſons I had to marry St. Albe, 'twas preſcnt- 
-ly reported to be an Taclination Match. As it the in- 
clinations of Women could never agrce with 
reaſon, © 3s 
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' Tis true, 'twas Paſſion that fix'd my Reſolution 
to marry St, Albe ;, but I faw nothing of ſo much inc- 
ality in the Math, that was any way a lefſening 
tro my Honour. He was a Gentleman, 'and a Per- ' 
ſon of ſingular merit : And 1 am perſuaded, that 
had he bin'as rich as I, they. who blam'd the Marx. . 
riage moſt of all, would \oph bin the firſt Adviſers 
of me to it, For 1 my part, I was not of their Opi- 
nions that,Eftate and Fortune-are to be the Rulcs 
of Wedlock 3 but on the other ſide, the leſs Sr. Albe 
was worth, the more I thought my {elf oblig'd.to 
do things generouſly," But Generoſity is not a Ver- 
tue that men imagin we ought to boaſt of when 
' we marry. That Engagement is only lookt upon 
as a driv'n Bargain, where we are to progolſe no- 
thing to our ſelves but Profit and Intereſt. But [ 
inſiſt too much upon the Juſtification of my Con- 
dud ; *tis enough for me, that my Marriage was 
approv'd by all thoſe that are endu'd with noble 
and yertuous Sentiments. 0 
St. Albe was nothing alter'd in his Behaviour af- 
ter he;had marri'd me, but rather redoubl'd his 
Conſideration and Reſpe & for me. 1 thought my - 
ſelf then going to lead a Life of Happincſs and Tran- 
quillity : But I wasnot yet arrtiv'd at the end of my _ 
Sorrows- My Marriage, being made publick, all _ 
theWomen, except Madam de Chatillon, forſook me, 
lamenting my ill Conduct : And had you heard 
*em, yon would have thought they would have 
more eaſily excus'd a piece of forbidden Galantry 
then this Lawful Marriage. Such is the Unjuſtice 
of the World, to judge of things by fantaſtical Con- 
ccit and Capriccio. They pardon'd me no more for 
having marri:d a man that I lov'd, then formerly. 
for hzving ſought a Separation from a Husband 
chat I could not : endure.” - ' 
The 
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The Old Count of —= who had ſerv'd me in my _ 

former Misfortunes, took my part at Court, and - 
came to viſit me, onpurpole to give me an Account 

of the Good Offices he did me,” by anſwering thoſe 
that told Idle Fales and Stories tothe Queen con- 
cerning my Marriage. At my Houſe he wet with 
Mrs. Laval, with whom he enter'd into a lovg Con- 
verſation. She was witty and comely withalz and 

the Count took a liking to*her, - He judg'd by her 
Fidelity, and her conſtant Adherence to me, that 

a man might.be happy in his old Age to have a 
Woman of her Character; and with: theſe, and 
perhaps ſome other Coſiderations, he return'd the 
next day, renew'd his Diſcourſe with Mrs. Laval, 
and in eight days after made her a propoſal of mar- 
riage : And though he had Children marri'd , yet 

For her he was a conſiderable Match, « For my part, 

I had ſuch-a defire to fee Mrs. Laval ad vanc'd to a 
degree becoming her Merit and her Vertue ,. that 1 
ſpar'd for nothing to bring about the Match. Ar 
length the old Count marri'd her, but = pri- 
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vate Wedding, and the Marriage being a Secret, his : 
. new Wife remain'd at my Houſe ; whithey while 
the old Gount cam every day to her, People-began 
to talk of them, as they did of SAAlbe and on Sag 
they thought we were not marri'dy. (31 
The Count therefore, to ftop-the Mouth of Scan- 
dal, declar'd his Marriage, car:ii'd his Wife, whom 
henceforward I muſt call the Counteſs of——— to 
 his'own Houſe, and caus'd all the Honours to be 
\ . p&id her, that were due to the: Wife of a Perſon of 
his Quality. ' - ES: [EN bt He HR 
- Nevertheleſs, the Old Count's Marriage became - 
| 'a-Story full of divertiſement ; and they who had 
enar'd their Tongues to Scandal and Calumory, 
cogld not forbear talking. They renew'd the Sto- | 
| oO ES +: \.- | ries 
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| ies of niy paſt Galantries, and fail'd not to bring 
* In the Counteſs of — for her ſhare, of whom they - 
told a bundred Idle Tales, - , Why Ns 
[ found my ſelf in this manner bgcome 'a third 
time a preyto Egvyand Reproact.. Which when they 
faſicn once upon any Woman, let her Condud be 
never fo, void of . Offence, ſhe cannot ſhun the 


Whirrits of their Malice. 
_ . | The Children of the. Count of — beheld 
their Father's Marriage with an Evil Eye 3 and not 
bing able to. null it, they endeavour'd at leaſt to 
poiſon-the pleaſure of it. To which purpoſe they 
maliciouſly order'd Letters tobe deliver'd to the 
Count, wherein they gave him Hypoctritical Adver- 
tilements of my irregular Life, and that the Coun- 
rcls his Wife was my Companion and $harer in all 
my Pleaſures, ER 

The Count, who was a Perſon but of weak 
Parts, gavecredit to thoſe hetters, became jealous, 
avid detir'd his Wife to ſee me no more. But ſhe 
relus'd to give him that SatisfaQion , convinc'd as 
ſhe'was, thaf he was in the wrong to require it of 
her :' Withal ſhe conjur'd him to tell hex who in- , 
fus'd .qnto him thoſe vain Suſpicions of my Con- 
dud, Upon tharhs ſhiw'd her the Letters he had 
receiv'd, and ſhe thought ſhe knew the Hand : ſhe | 
alſo ſhew'd *emYo me, and I found they were writ- 
ten by Blofſac. He was both a Friend and nearly 
w_ to the Childrcn of the Count of——- and in 


regard he: was acquainted with my firſt Adven- 
tuges, it was an eaſy thing for him to make what 
aſe of *emi he pleas*d, as he had done in thoſe Let- 
ters: For there was nothing more lewdly invented, 


not more unworthy an honeſt Gentleman, then 


what he ſent to the Count. | ' 


Though 


L 16g ] 

Though 1 had an Opinion bad enough of Bloſſae, 
yet 1 rr think he could have bin guilty 4 [7 
much Baſeneſs ; nor could I divine any other Rea- 
ſon for it, unleſs it were out of deſpight for the de- 
ſerved Scorn that I had put upon kim. My ſecond 
Marriage had more incens'd him z whether that he 
were naturally an Enemy to every thing that was a 
pleaſure to me, or that in delpight of his wicked 
- Diſpoſition, 'he had ſtill paliffty'd ſome remainders 
of a paſſion for me. For tilllre ſome People who 
let looſe their fury againſt a Woman, for no other 
Reaſon, but becauſe they cannot forbear having an 
- affeRion for her. They 'revenge themſelves upon 
her for the want of merit, which renders *em de- 
ſpicable in her Eyes : Nor do I believe there can be- 
any Enemies more dangerous to the Reputation of 
Women, then Lovers that cannot gain the reci- 
procal AﬀeRion of their Miſireſſes. _ 

The Counteſs then, no longer doubting but that 
the Letters were written by Bloſſac, gave ber Huſ- 
band a deſccription of him, and demanded juſtice 
of him for the Calumnies thrown upon her. The 
Count, who was a Man of fincerity,. but fomewhac 
of a rude and unpoliſh'd nature, ſwore that if ic 
were Bloſſae who had written thoſe Letters, he 
| would force hing either to prove his foppiſh Tales, 

or elſe make him eat his words, Preſently the 
Count went to look for him, and having found 
him, he ask'd him whether he had writ the Letters 
'which he had receivy'd ? But inſtead of returning 
an Anſwer, Bl:ſſac fell a laughing z and ther with 
the Aire of a.Pcrſon zealous for the. Count's Inte- 
reſt, he told him, that he had nothing to object 
againſt his Wife ; only he was willing, as his Friend 
and Servant, to let him know that I was very bgd 
Company , that no body was better as "4 


Fi 


and my Son, and left what the had to-a Kinſman 


[ 170 |] 
with me then he, for that he had formerly blah A 
ſharer of my Favours ; till finding me to le a per- 


fect Caguette,he forbore myCompany, Mon. Bleſſac, ſays 
the Count, this that you ſay. deſeryes a ſerious Confi- 


 deration : My Wife has told me other things, which 


no way agree with what you tell me ; Comealong 
then, and let us ſee whether you will make good 
thefe Stozies to hex Face. . Bloſſae anſwer'd, that 
he was not a PerſonlK was to be compell'd to 
give ſach ſtrict AccoullW5 that hc had done the du- 
ty of a Friend to inform him of what he knew ; K 


. -and that he might make what uſe of his kindneſs he 


pleas'd; if not, he might let it alone. And having 

ſo ſaid, he would have ſnatch'd the Letters out of 
the Count's hands ; 3 but che Count, lifting up his 
Cane, threaten'd to uſe him like a | Raſcal as he 
was. Upon which Bloſſae drew; but he was com- 
pclld to put up his Sword and retire. The Count 


" made 2 great noiſe about this Adventure z he com- 


plain'd alſs to the Queen, and ſoon after Bleſſac 
was committed to the Baſtille. But though he ap- 
pcat'd to be guilty enough, I was not lookt upon 


as innocent. ?Twas believ'd that he was not come 


mitted to the Baſtille for the Falſhoods written in his 
Letters, but for having utter'd Truth, which a Ci- 
vil Gentleman is never allow'd to publiſh. | - So that 
all the Ridiculpus Stories that had bin ſo often and 


; fo unjuſtly attributed to me}, 'were renew'd upon 


occaſion of this Quarrel. | «. 
This Tempeſt was no ſooner calm'd, but the 


Death of my Mother, which happen'd about the _ 
ſame time, gave an occaſion for the raiſing of new _ 


Batteries againſt my Reputation, Tho all the Eftate 
that-was at her diſpoſal was but very ſmall, yet 
ſhe made a Will; by which ſhe difinherited both me 


@-far 


[ 17, 1 * | 
a-far off, a Man that was hardly known in the 
World. This Kinſman, defirous to make the beſt 
of the Will, finding he ſhould be hardly able ro - 
make it good, endeayour'd to inſinuate. into the + 
Public, that the reaſon why my Mother had difin- | 
herited me, was, becauſe to her certain knowledge, 
ſhe was afſur'd that my Son was none _of my Huf- 
- band's. And for proof of this, he publilſh'd the 
Reaſons which my Mother had given of her being 
ſo well afſur'd ; that is tq ſay, he reviv'd whatever - 
my Husband had formerly invented to ruin me. - 
All which Scandals had bin fo oftenYeported, fo 
often refuted, that I wonder'd there ſhould be Rill 
any People fo vain as to give themſelves the trouble 
of renewing '*em. But it is not with Calumpy and 
Reproach, as with other things that diſpleaſe and 
grow nauſeous with being often repeated, Stories + 
that have bin told a thouſand times oyer, are fill 
new.,, when they are reviv'd to the prejudice of 
another z and there ate People who. have itching 
Ears, and who are always ready to liſten to 'em,. 
'. * Soon after the Count had wedded Madam Lavel, - 
- I marricd my Son, and at another time 'it would 
have bin the greateſt grief to mein the World to 
have liv'd a-part from two Perſons fo dear to me; 
but I had a Husband, the Conſolation of whoſe 
Company made full amends fer thoſe Leſſer. Diſ- 
quicts. We ſpent the Winters at Paris 3 and when 
he departed for the Army, I rctir'd to one of my 
Mannors, wherelI had no greater pleaſure, then to 
| write to him, and receive Letters from-him. Three 
years of my Marriage we ſpent in perfe& Unjon z 
nothing troubled our Felicity : And in truth, all 
the honour of ſo happy a Union was due to $r. Albe. 
For never did man accompany his tenderneſs with 
moxe reſpeR and good, humour z but men were ne- 
WOE : yer 
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» fection. in«em; But among all t 


. yer born to enjoy an uninterrupted and laſting Hap- 
pineſs in this World. 

' The Mannor where I made my uſual Relidence; 

when my Husband was in the Army, adjoin'd to 

the Eſtate of a Gentleman whom I muſt call the 

Count of Velly : A Perſon whom particular Rea- 

ſons had oblig'd to quit the Service, and who had 


purchas'd a*confiderabl Employment in the Pro- 
vince. Now in regard he was not ſatish'd with 


| the Court, he rarely went e.thither 3 nevertheleſs his 


Buſineſs call'd him frequently to' Paris, This Per- 
ſon, ſo ſoon a$ he had made himſelf acquainted with 
Sr. Albe and my ſelf, propos'd to us the letting 
him have an Apartment in our Houſe at Paris, He 
was a Widower, and had only one Daughter about 
Eightecn years'of Age, whom he had caus'd to be 


+ bred up in a Conyent, However, Velley was yet 


young enough, well ſhap'd, and had a great deal of 
Wie : He was born with ſo great an Inclination for 


all ſorts of Sciences, and was fo ſtudiouſly Tea 


to *em, that he had attain'd to 3 conliderable pe 

fe Good Qualities, 
he had one very Bad-one, which had like to have 
ruin'd Sr. Albe and my (elf, and which we never 
were ſo curious as to miſtruſt. - 

Pelley, who could. not believe, after all that had 
bin reported of me in the World, that I was an 
Enemy to Gallantry , took a fancy to court me. 
Now in regard I was not ſenſible of any Inclination 
for him, I was not offended with the marks which he +: 
gave me of his Love z I treated him alſo after ſuch 
a manner as made him believe I was not diſpleas'd 
wich his Courtſhip : I alſo perceiv'd what he drove. 
at, becauſe he redoubl'd his Sedulitics, and gave 
me ſufficient Intimations that he was paſhonately 


in love with me. Till then I little minded his 
£5 Court- 


* 
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Courtſhip 3 but when 1 found him'in earheſt, I car- - 


ri'd my Tk more warily, and ſo behay'd wy ſelf 
toward him, as to let him ſee there was no hopes.s 


band made him forbear his Courtſhip, or 'whe- 
thet he lookt upon my Severity as an Artibice 
1 made uſe of to engage him the more, he 
no more to me concernin his Paſſion, an@ we be- 
gan to live\together as i 
any ſuch thing to me. 
St. Albe return'd from heinay, Ky we went 
to ſpend the -Winter at Paris. Velley accompani'd 


us, and having fetch'd his Dadees out of the 


- Convent, preſented her to me. She was witty, 


and chearfal i in her humour, -and 1 was lad of fach 
a pleaſant Companion in my-Houſe. *Tis tri that 
her Beauty was ſo lively and fo charming, that had 


*I bin never ſo little «ddifted to Jealouſy, 'or rather 


ly Me and the 


1 


could | have imagin'd that St. Albe,* who lov'd on- 


ar, could have bin of a bumour 
to alter his lpclination, | might have bin afraid of 
her Allurements. 1 gladly therefore accepted Yel- 
ley's Propoſal to let him have an Apartment in my 
"Houle, thovgh my-Husband told me-it would be in- 
- convenient to- lodge Strangers under the ſame 
- Roof:* but I afſur'd him they were People that 
would be no trouble to us in. the World. He was 
not accuſtom'd to contradi& me, and therefore 
would-not oppoſe a thing which I ſeem'd to dcfire 


but added he with a ſmile, blame no body but your 


ſelf for what mayhappen, for Mademoiſelle de Vel- 
ley is yery amiable.” Yaavecr'd him alſo with a ſmile, 
that inſtead of alarumming my (elf at that, I defir'd 
he might find her to his humour, for 1 lov'dghim too 


well todiſlike what. he loy'd. But he found too ſoon 


that I did not mean as 1 ſaid. 


bs, About 


"he had never mention'd 
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| About a Month Vellgy and his Daughter had liv'd 
with us, when I perceiv'd that St." 4lbe labour'd 
. with a ſecret melancholy. that tormented himp and 
which he firove to conceal under yarious Infirmities 
of which he complain'd 5 he ſpent the Nights 
without ſleeping z he figh'd continually, and me {| 
| thoughghe avoided the fight of me 3 for when I 
came tGhim to ask him what: he ail'd, he ſhun'd 
\me, and fighing only cry'd that he was very ill; 
This began to diſturb me, and_I defir'd him to 
enter into a (of Phyſick, to which he an- 
ſwer'd, that nothing but death could cure him. I 
rcdoubled my cares and tny Carefſes, which he cold- . 
ly receiv'd, and which I attributed to his Diftem- 
per; I judg'd-him to be very fick indeed, fince in- 
> ſteadSf being a comfort, I was become a trouble 
- to him, I was fo perſuaded that his indifference. 
for me wag no other then an Effe@ of his Diſcaſe,” 
that I durſt not complain of it. for fear of adding to 
the pain of his diſterhper, the trouble which [I 
thought it would be to to-him, ſhould he perceive 
meto be diſcontented with him. I made it my Buſi- 
neſs to divert him, and in regard that Veley was a 
Jolly-man, I defir'd his Converſation. But I found 
_ that his Company rather augmented then lefſen'd 
my Husband*s Diſturbances : only methoaght that 
oa de Veley's appearance gaye him ſome 
clicf. Mt | 
This began, to create diſturbances within me of 
another nature: I felt Suſpicions and Jealouſic 
brooding in my Breaſt. But then chought I co my , - 
ſelf, if he loves Mademoiſelle de Velley, wherefore | 
does his Love make him fick, ſince he ſees her eve 
ry day, ,and ſhe, if I miſtake not, no way ſcems dif- 
pleas'd with his Company ? It muſt be doubtleſs 
then Remorſe of Conſcience for being thus perfidi- 
FD Es 4. th 7, ons 
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ous to me z and he ſes. to vaniſh bimſelf for his 
falſeneſs in loving another.) oy 
| Thad ſa good anopin opfolen 0 of him, chat 1 made'no 
queſtion but that his ficky 220g he did love 
Mademoiſelle de Velley — from his being - 
ſham'd of his hn Sentiments offenſiveo me ; 
but then again I was as ſoon.of another mind, and 
thought him like thoſe Husbands who cannot en- 


— 


3 Frag the fight of, theif Wives when once they be- 


- come: uofaichfull * While I 'was rowling, 'theſe 
- thoughts in my,mind, Velley enter'd my Chamber, 
ſeemingly pierc'd with. Grief and Vexation : 4n | 
- which condition, when I ask'd him what he ail'd, 
Madam, faid he, I have firange News totell ye,— 
you here behold a Man at his Wits endow—of ne- 
ceſfity 1 muſt leaye your Houſe——1 underſtand 
,your Kkaed Manſiews St. Albe'$ Diſcaſe—— Here 
are two, 'Letters/ which he has written to my 
Daughtek, and which-1 intercepted-— xead *em, 
and then tell me, "whether I am not the moſt un- 
fortunate man/in the World to come to your 
Houf, to be the tronble of your ſelling and Re- 
' poſe, I took the Lexters, trembling, T1 open'd 'em, 
_. and found. the Hand to 'be St: Albe's. The firſt 
contain'd the following Expreſſions. 


The - LETTER. | | 
W#z HT lay ye to my Charge my Aﬀedion to 1 - 


fe Is it becauſe you are not convinc'd 
after all that , bave ſaid to ye, that Acknowledgment on- 
7 forces me t0 have ſome ſort of value for her. 1 mare 
ry d her only to rajſe my [Fortune ; but *#is my. Heart, 
th Inclination and Choice that fix.me to your ſelf , and. 
if you contue your Rigonrs, you will certainly be ths 
cauſe of my death. | 
'Tis 
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\ *Tis irmpoſſi ible to expreſs the ſhame and jadig- 
nation that ſeiz'd me after I had read this "1g 
T had noe. ſtrength enough to read the other, but 
>: me to peruls it, and it was thus in-' 

. dited;, i 


—F 


will not not follow thy Example——but it behoves . 


me to be reveng'd of a Traytor— My. Sighs and - 
. «Tears would not permit me to ſity mbvre—and how 
ie carne to paſs, I did not die under the preſſure of - 
my over-whelming ſorrows, I cannot fay. * * 
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Book the Eighth. 
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Eley ſirove to comfort me, and ask'd me, 
. What SatisfaRtion I defir'd his Daughter 
ſhould make me ? *Tis not your Daughter, faid I, 
that I complain againſt, but againſt a Man who has 
abus'd my oft ſincere and conſtant Love. . Speak, 
Madam, reply'd Velley, what Commands will you 
be pleas'd to Jay upon me; | adore ye,I will facritice 
tny life to ſerve you in your revenge ; for | muſt not 
_ diſſemble with you, the injury done you has re- 
new'd in my heart all thoſe Sentiments of Kindneſs 
and AﬀeRQion which formerly my Love diſclos'd to 
your Diſdain. Let your Husband alone to follow 
his indiſcreet Paſſion; Fle anſwer for my Daughter, 
that her Veiture ſhall ſufficiently puniſh him fot his 
Treachety. And as for your ſelf, Madan, forget 
an unworthy Husband were it only to make a hap- 
py change,and vow your Embraces to a Lover'that 
adores ye. | | 
I was at that inſtant ſo deeply perſwaded of Se. 
Albe's infidelity, and fo reſolv'd to revenge my 
ſelf, that I hearken'd to every thing that Velley ſaid 
fo me; and I thoaght that the more he lov'd me, 
the more ready I ſhould find him to afſfiſt me with 
his Counſel and his Services'; and to cell ye the 
whole Truth, I muſt confeſs my Vanity was ſo 
humbled by Se. 41be's Coritempt, that I would have 
lien'd to any man that would have but pretended 
to afford me Conſolation. For the ſupplys of Pride 


ate infinite in the heart of a Woman. | 
HL: N 1 de- 
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|  Idefird Peley not eo crlibnct but toaſlitme | 
as a Friend. He advis'd me to take no notice tomy. 
'Husband of any thing that he had ſaid to me; and as ** 7 
he went out of my Chamber, he told me he was | 
going to_ſtudy ſome pretence or other to put his 
Daughter into a Convent. z and indeed he carry'd © 
her oe very: day to $t. Anthonies Abbey. | 
 Aﬀeter this Diſcourſe I went to Bed, where I was _ 
feis'd with a Fever. St. Albe defir'd to ſee me; but | 
I defir'd him to let-me take my xeft; however he 
came into the'Room without -my leave. He ws 
me bythe Arm, and as he was feeling my Pulſe, 
noche thee Tears that trick'd from his Eyes. ae 
askt me whether 1 knew that Pelley had carry'd his 
Daughter to a Convent? But I made him no an- 
{wer ; forl belicv'd the tears he ſhed to be no other 
then the effect of his Grief for being ſeparated 
from his Miſtreſs. He conjur'd me to take care of 
_ my Health, but till I made him no #nſwer ; ſo that 
g was forc'd to. leave me. 
© I ſpent that Night but very ill ; and the next 
Morning they told me that my Husband defir'd to 
fee me ; but I ſent him word that I had neal of 
reſt, not having flept a wink all night, With that 
he went/away ; and about Noon a Letter was 
brought me from him; and I was allo farther gi- 
ven to underſtand that he had taken Horſe, with- 
out leaving any word whither he was gone.” The 
Contents of the Letter were thele, 


? The LETTER. 


Ince my Preſence, Madam, is an Obſtacle to your 
| Health, and that I am one of thoſe Teſtimonies 
8&bom you drfere zo be ſooneſt rid of, 1 take my leave of 


z0u for cver 5; if you chance #0 hear of the Neath of hs 
w 
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who rob'd 73 of your 7 ſeek, wo farther far the Aus 
© thor of "it #hen my ſelf... L. wiſh. that time would give 

me ſtrength to \ fa >. you , »cven to fire no further 
F ", revenge. It is not neerſſary the Puolick WS be in- 
 form'd of our Differences 3 but you may li thoſe who 
F - - ach. you what ij become of _ ins Buſineſs bas call d me 
"_ © inothe _— be 


This Lentch | nad; over and over: again above 
twenty times,- yet could not apprchend the mean- 
ing of it. Could it be poſſible, thought 1. to give 

\ him any occafion to Calpe my f oratled No, *cis 2 
pretence which he takes to lay the blame at my 
door. © But to what purpoſe does he abſent bim- 
ſelf? 'Tis becauſc he thinks 1 love him too well to 
endure him out of my light y be believes me ig- 
norant of his infidelity z he knows | am tick; and 
defiring my death, he picks a quarrel with, me, 

- that he may quite overwhelm me. For what elſe 
can be his aim in 4 591, Þ me? Alas, continu'd [ 
with tears in my Eyes, tis I who cught to Come 
plain that his heart is taken from me. Is it pofſivie 

, that Ser. Albe, that Sr. Albe, fo different from all 

_ other men, ſhould be capable of ſo foul a Treaſon! 
; Theſe were the Reflexions whict#1l made z for | was 
ſo prepoſick againſt him, that it neyer came into 
my mind that he might be innocent, 
After Dinner Velky came to ſee me, and gave me * 
an account how he ge” carry d his Daughter to a 
Convent: he told me alſo that ſhe went, with a b 
hearty good will, as being tormented to the (oul 
to be the occaſion of Sr. Albe's being in love wittt 
any other but his own Wife. I told YVeley that he 
" had left Paris; at which he ſcem'd to be in a great 
fit of Admiration, and buzz'd it into. my Head, 
that Sz. Alb: was meditating violence to his Daugh- 
, : .N 2 cr, 
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ter. "Thien I ſhew'd bim St. Albe's Letter, at which 
he ſeem'd to be more ſurpriz'dy and after he had 


ſtood a while in a-Brown fiudy, he told me that_- 


my Husband had wrote'to. me in that manner. for . 
no other reaſon but. to puzzle and amule me, and | 
to oblige me perhaps to run aſter him, but that it 
bchov'd me to ſtand upon .my. guard ; for tharif I 
did not keep ſtedfaſt, he woul make an ill uſe of 
my weakneſs and my fondneſs for him. Veltey . 
would afterwards have entertain'd me with Ws 
and Proteltations, and a long Preamble of his Paſ- 
fion ; but I cut him off hore, and told him that 
befides other reaſons which I had for not hearken- 
ing to him, my Husband's Letter furniſh'd me with 
one more; for in regard I thought he was in part 
ſuſpe@ed by Sr. Albe, | was willing to ſhun him. 
Akkrwaxds 1 defird him to change his Lodging, 
ander pretence that it did not look well for a ſtran- 
ger to lye in my Houſe, while my Husband Was ab- 
ſent. 

I ſhew'd the Letters which St. Albe had written 
to Mademoiſelle de Velley, to the Counteſs of —as 
alſo the Letter which he had written to me upon 
his going out of Town. She told me, ſhe under- 
ſtood nothing of the Buſineſs ; but that ſhe fear'd 
that both & Albe and 1 were deceiv'd. *Tis 
requiſite, added ſhe, that I ſhould ſce and diſcourſe 
Mademoiſelle de Velley, perhaps I might then pick out 
ſomething of the Truth. 1 approv'd her Contri- 
vance, and away ſhe went to St. Anthonies Abbey 
to find the young Lady ; but the Bird was flown ; 
and the Abbelſs told her that her Father had ſent 
for her from thence to put her into another Houle.” 
The Counteſs coming back to bring me the: News, 
found YViy with me, who ſwore he knew nothing of 
the matter, and therefore it mui certainly be my 


Husband 
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©; Rlusbind, whohadTimade uſe of his Name to carry 
- > away his DaughterWAt che ſame time alſo away he .. 


ran, pretending to inform himſelf more fully of the 
; Particulajsz and returning in the Evening, be told 
me his ConjeRures were too true ; that his D:ughter 
| was loſt, and that he would proſecute my Husband, 
who was the only man that could be ſuſpeQed for ha- 
ving ſiollen hisDaughter. To which purpoſe he de- 
ſix'd me toreturn him his Letters, which would be of 
great fervice to him in point of} vidence. But I re- 
fus'dtodeliver'em; for had (till fome remainders of 
kingneſs for S:. Atbe, which made me ecarnclily re- 
queſt Velley to. dGebift from all Proceedings againſt 
him. J confeſs 1 had ſome reaſon to urge it for the 
fake of my own Honours but I was more concern'd 
for Sr. Albe*s Reputation. 

In the mean time a Report was (ſpread abroad in 
Paris, that St. Albe and | were parted ; 'twas alſo 
ſaid, that I deſfir'd to be rid of him, becauſe he was 
an Obſtacle to my familiarity with YVeley. And all 
this while 1 kepe my Bed, detain's there rather by 
my own Vexations, then by any Diſtemper that 
troubl'd me. I alfo preſs'd Yeliy to leave my Houle, 
becauſe his Lodging in it at ſuch a Conjuncture, au- 
thoriz'd the greateſt part of the Scandals that flew 
abroad. And well it was I was rid of him ; for no 
ſoonef was 'he got to his new Lodging, but he was 
apprehended by the King's Order, and carry'd tg, 

_the Baftile. | 

I made no queſtion but that S:. 4lbe had really 
ſtollen Mademoiſelle de Velley ; neverthele(s, though 
I was truly incens'd againſt him for his Pertidi- 
ouſneſs, yet I could not chuſe but be afraid of 
the danger that threaten'd him for ſtealing the 
Young Lady and I was extreamly troubl'd becaule 

” 1 knew not what was become of him z neither 
N 3 would 


| 


PA 


would' F enquire after 
to let him havethe a. tokno! 
my ſelf about Wig. I was haut ty 
ceal the weakneſs which I. out my a 
ble of for an Ingrateful Perſon 
deſerv'd my hatred. . 

Two or three days after Pelley was apprehended, 
I recciv'd a Letter from his. Daughter , who ſent 
me word that ſhe'was in the Abby Aux- Bois, where 


ſhe defir'd to ſee me. You may be fare 1 did not 
at all defer that Viſm, but taking the 
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elf ill ſenf 
0 as 1 thought 


£fters which 
my Hausband had written to Mademoiſclle de Velley, 
away I went in haſte to the Abby Ax Boy, © 
There 1 found her ſo much hel more afflicted 2 
the continement of her Father, becauſe ſhe was i 
norant of the reaſon of his Commitment ; An 
was ſo impatient to be inform'd of what I defi v4 
to.know, that inſtead of chearing her up, 1 ask'd 
her briskly where my Husband was, and whether 
he had not fetch*d her out of St. Anthony's Con- 
vent? He! Madam, an{wer'd Mademoilclle de Vel- 
ley in great Surprize, what buſinefs of his was that? 
*ewas my Father fetch'd me from thence to put me 
here. How ! repli'd I, with ſome commotion of 
mind, 15 it not true that my Husband courts ye ? 
No.— Tle aſſure ye,repli'd ſhe, nor do l apprehend 
the meaning of theſe ſurprizing Queſtions. ,What 
think ye then of theſe Letters, anſwer dd, ſhewing 
her the Letters which Velley had given me.' I know 
not what to ſay to *em, ot 'd Madcmoiſclle de Vel- 
I-y, after ſhe had read *em, but I never receiv d any 
Letters fgora Monſieur de Sei Albe, nor did he ever 
declare to me that he had any ſuch Paſſion for me. 
Ah ! Mademoilelle, -cri'd 1 with a more then ordi- * 
pary agitation, if what you tell me be true, where 
am I, or what have 1 done? If my Husband be i in- 
nocent , 
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 nocent', how guilty am I ! Mademoiſelle de. 7:- 
* ley was extreamly altonifh'd to hear me talk at thac 
rates Her Afioniſhment too appear'd to me un- 
feigned, which made tne ask her-more Queſtions, 
and Her Anſwers confirm'd:me in my thoughts thae 
Pelley muſt have impos'd upon me. However, the 
Letters ſeem'd to me to be St. Albe's own Hand- 
writing, and [ juog s that he might have written 
*cm to ſome other Perſon. Upon that, I ask'd Ma- 
demoiſclle de Pelley if ever my Husband had ſaid any 
ching to her concerning her Father's making love 
to me? She an{wer'd that St. Albe had never men- 
tion'd any ſuch thing to hegz but that by his Sighs 
and his profound Sadneſs he ſeem'sd to her to be aſ- 
ſur'd that there was an Intreague between Veley 
and My ſelf, 1 blam'd her for not having given me 
\notice of it : However, now believing I had div'd 
to the bottom of the Villany that had bin put upon 
me, I defir'd Mademoiſelle de V:!lry to go along 
with me home; to which the Abbets was the more 
willing to conſent, perſuaded that ] took her away,: 
that ſhz might be the more at liberty to follicit her 
- Father's Enlargement. This made all People be- 
lieve that I was concern'd for Velley's Continement, 
| and that we correſponded in private. But | valu'd 
not what they could ſay 3; my Bufineſs was only to 
clear up the truth of a Myltery, wherein 1 begin to 
perceive. that a Surprize had bin put upon me. My 
Cautions vaniſh'd then, leſt Sr. 4lbe ſhould think I 
ran after him; | ordcer'd him to b= ſought for in 
all places where I thought he might be tound, Fut 
I could hear no tydings of him, and I ſaw my felt 
become a prey to all the moſt dreadful Torments of 
Grief and Diſquiet. | 1 did whatever lay in my 
power to diſcover the truth of this Adventure, and 
as'd wy utmoſt endeavours to ſpeak with Velley, int 
; N 4 hopcf 
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wh bg might be able to afford me. full atisfaRi. * 


on ; but.no ooo was permitted to come to bims 
fo that I fell fic 


| hands a Pacquet of Letters dircRed to me. I knew 
Se. Albe's Hand. and Seal, which made me open'em 
In great hafte, to read the following Lines.  * 


LETTER. 


Send you, Maidom, the Letters hich convinc'd me of 
: Þ. your Infidelity and my Misfortune. Judge by the 
reading of 'em what effeft they were moſt likely to produce 
in a beart that ador'd you 1 cannot ſurvive this Change 
of Yours. T have loſt the deſire of revenge, becauſe 1 can- 
not do it without publiſhing your Inconſtancy, After a lan- 
guiſhing Life 1 am going to my Grave; and I love you 
ſtill ſo well as not to be aſham'd of a Death which all the 
World will attribute to my weakneſs 3 but which perhaps 
will not appear to you ſo fall of ſhame, whenever you are 
pleas 'd to call to remembrance how dearly I bave always 
_lov'd ye. 


After I had a this Letter, I open'd with the 
ſame impaticnce the Letters enclos'd , and which 
contain'd the Proof of my Infidelity. And indeed the 
Hand and Style of theſe Letters was fo like my own, 
that if I had not certainly known that I never wrote 
*em, I ſhould have bin deceiv'd. The Contents were 
theſe. 


w 


LETTER. 


Herefore d'ye upbraid me tbus with what I did 


row. Is it not ſufficient that T here declare that T only live 
hs S ' | . | * at 


for my Husband ? *Tis a piece of cruelty to re- 
cal tomy remembranceThings that overwhelm me with ſor- . 


p* $ 
BELTS. y 


again , and Grief had infallibly ; 1 Sy 
kill'd me, had not an unknown Perſon put intdmy | 


| 


Ab” preſent for your ſake z ſince T bave made you maſter of 
"+ my Perſon and my Heart, can you envy what 1 did for 
,  "anotberout of civility and neceſſity ? Find out a way to de- 


liver me from bis ſight, and to remove thoſe troubleſome 


Teſtimonies that torment me, 


I had not patience to read the. reſt of the Letters 


- which were all of the ſame nature : For now I no 


longer doubted but that my Hand had bin counter- 


feited as well as Sr. Albe's, and that the whole was 
done by Velley.In ſhort,'twas he who wrote *em ; for 


he had a ſingular Talent to counterfeit all manner of 
Hands; and as afterwards I underſtood , he was 
ſent to the Baſtile for having counterfeited the Hand 
of a Great Miniſter of State. 1 was then ſenſible of 
the Fraud that had then put upon me ,”and with- 


. out loling a moment's time, I] enquir'd of him that 


brought the Pacquet, where my Husband was. I 
underftood by him that he was at Se. Florentin : | 
Thither I flew in a Poſi-Calaſh, and in Thirty 


| hours I arriv'd where St. Albe was. I found him 


very.fick, and almoſt paſt his Senſes, as it were 
gaſping between Life and Death. I threw my ſelf 
about his Neck, and embracing him, with Tears 
in my Eyes, I cri'd out aloud, My Dear S?, 4lbe 
look upon your own Wife. He open'd his Eyes, I 
redoubl'd my Outcries, and Embraces, and at laft 
I perceiv'd that he began to know me. *Tis not to 
be expreſs'd what then I felt in my heart ; and I be- 
lieve that never any Perſon was ſenſible of the like ; 
for where is that Woman that ever was under the 
ſame Circumſtances ? 

' Half an hour after St. Albe came perfe@aly. to 
himſelf, and knew me cxacaly ; However, he had 
not ſtrength enough to ſpeak z only his feeble 
hands by graſping mine, expreſi his meaning | 
an 
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and I ſaw the Tears come trickling "I his Eyes 3 
which was the cauſe [ felt two 'contrary. Paſſions at - 
che ſame cime ſirugling in my Breaſt Joy and” 
Grief, How grievd was.l to fee him in that 
plight! how overjoy'd to find him fill che ſame 
in affeion and tenderneſs! How dearly foever I 
lov'd him before, I never felt ill then ſuch tender 
motions. 

Sr. Albe by degrees recover'd. ſtrength, and I 
gave him an account of Velley's Villany, ſhewing 
him the Letters which he had counterfeited. But 
he was no ſoontr convinc'd of my Innocency ;, but 
he had like to have relaps'd into the ſame Condi- 
tion from which I had recover'd him ,; ſuch Tone 
the effects of his Grief, Repentance and Joy; 
Madam, faid he, I am unworthy of your nw 
neſs : Is it pottible I ſhould be fo baſe to kiſpet 
your Veitue ? I ought to have diſtruſted my 
own Eyes, rather then have injur'd your Vertue, 
as | have done. Revenge your iclf, dear Madam, 
upon a Husband fo unworthy your Embraces, and 
lee me die to Make an Atonement for ſuch un- 
manly Jealoulies. Live, anſwer'd I, my dear St. Al- 
he, it you dchire that I ſhould live ; *tis I that am 
th' Offender ; *tis | that never underſtood your 
Real worth ; and had I not bin quite forſaken by 
my Scnſes, I could ne're have thought it in your 
power to become unfaithful, Theſe Renovations 
of Conjugal Friend{hip contributed more then all 
the Doctors Preſcriptions to St. Albe's Cure. So 
that in a little time he was in a condition to travel, 
and we return'd to Pary, to the wonder of all thoſe 
who had bin Teſtimonies of this Adventure: 

In the mean time Velley kill'd himſelf in Priſon 
to avoid the Puniſhment js foreſaw would be in- 


fied on him. A Death fo terrible was a greater 
; revenge 
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revenpe for the Villanous Legerdemain that he had: 


play'd us, and we began to pity his Daughter. And 
therefore, knowing well ſhe had no ſhare in her 
Father's Crime, we follicited forher, and prevent- 
ed the Confiſcation of her Eſtate. - 

This Adventure which had thus embroild my 
Husband and I, did but ſerve to unite us more lo- 
vingly together : I begari to rcliſh the Delights of 
my Marriage, and never was St. Albe more kind 
and obliging then after that time, And therefore 
In retaliation, I thought it my duty to (pare for no- 
_ thing that might render him happy. The Em- 
ployment of ——— which I purchas'd for him in 
the King's Houſhald made all people murmur, and 
ſet. my Relations all in an uproar about my Ears. 


But Sr. Alhe was eſteem'd at Court for his\crue 


Merit 3 and he perform'd an Action belides, which- "1 


ſtopt the Mouths of his Detxactors, and made *em 
judge more clearly of his CharaGer, He had a 
render love for« my Son, becauſe ke was my Son, 
and for that he had a high value for every thing 
that belong'd to me. He had no ſooner obtain'd 
che Government of which the King con- 
ferr'd upon him without asking, in recompence of 
his good Services ; but he obtain'd a Grant of his 
Employment for my Son, and made him a Preſent 
of it. On the other fide, my Husband ſiill bare in 
mind a lively reſentment of Blſſac's ungenteel Pra- 
Riſes to my prejudice, and had long waited an op- 
portunity of revenge, which at lati Forgune put in- 
to his hands. ST 

They Both ſerv'd in Flanders ; where St. Aibe 
underſtanding that Bl:{ac made it his Buſineſs to 
ſpeak diſgracefully of Me and himlelt in all Com+ 
pany that he frequented, his Patience could no 
longer contain it ſelf. ' He forgot the Prohibitions 
"ety | n againſt 
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againſt Duclling for my fake, and ſent Bloſſac a + | 
Challenge : Bloſſac met him ata private Place at a 
diſtance from the Camp, | where while they were 
actually engag'd one againſt the other, they. were 
furrounded by a Party of the Enemy ; and inſtead 
of duelling each other, were forc'd to defend them- 
ſelves. BIiſſac was preſently wounded, and con- 
ſirain'd to ſurrender to three Troopers, who dil- 
puting whoſe Priſoner he ſhould be, were about to 
have knock'd out Blifſac's: Brains, when Sz. Albe, 
who had dilingag'd himſelf from thoſe that ſur- 
randed him, perceiving Bloſſac's danger, forgot his 
private Enmity, and flying to his Succour, fel! 
upon the three Troopers that had taken him, kill'd 
one, and putting the other two to flight, ſav'd 
Bl:ſſac's Life, and reſcu'd him from the Danger he. 
was in, *Tis true that Sr. Albe was affiſted by 
fome Othcers of cur Troops, who obſerving ſome 
Paſſzges between him and Bleſſac, and ſeeing 'em 
Both walk off together privately from th? Camp, 
follow'd *em at a dittance, and came in time 
enough to. beat off the Enemy's Party ; which had 
they not don?, as well St. Albe as Bloſſ..c might have : 
both undergone the ſame Fate, and both periſh'd 
together. 

Bloſſac could not be: fo ill- condition'd as not to 
be mov'd with what Str. Albe had done for him; 
to that he acknowlcdg'd in all Companies that he 
was beholding to Sr. 41h» for his Life, and offer'd 
ro make me all the publick Satisfaction 1 delir'd. 
He confeſs'd that all his Evil PraGiifes were only 
the effect of his Deſpite to ſee himſelf rejected by 
me; yet after all, he could not forbear his having 
a very great affection for me: He defir'd St.Albe allo 
to beg my pardon in his behalf. Sr. Albe,contented 


with this Satisfaction , demanded no more z and 
having 
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having inform'd nie of this Adventure, we both 
concluded that Bloſſac -had bin ſufficiently puniſh'd 
- for his ungentcel demeanour, by the ſhame and 
mortification of being beholding for his Life to a 
Perſon againſt whom he had always had an uncivil 
Enmity. From that time forward he always ſhun'd 
me: Nor did | know, nor did I care whether he 
continu'd his love to.me or no ; but this | am 
ſure of, that the Hatred of Men of his Chara- 
Cter is leſs pernicious to Women, then their 
Love ; and ghat the gxcateſt Misfortune that can 
befal us, is to be belov by men, who not. being» 
able to win the Aﬀection of thole chey court, prove 
ſo baſe as to ſeek their Revenge by throwing Scan- 
dals and, Calumnies upon thoſe that ſlight their Ad- 
dreſſes, There are another ſort of men no lefs to 
be fcar'd by Women; and thoſe are they who 
would prefer themſelves to a'Reputation by a fa- 
miliarity with thoſe they court, when there is no 
ſuch thing ; and as if I had bin deſtin'd to ſuffer 
whatever could attack a Woman's Honour, 1 was. 
ſtill expos'd to that Misfortune. 

. Now though it were not to be. queſtion'd but 
that I had a lingular AﬀeCtion for St. Albe, yet 
there were People who perſuaded themſelves, it 
was impoſlible that a Woman pon whom Scandal 
had faſten'd ſo many Adventures, ſhould be con- 
fant to a Husband. The Chevalier de Clawſonne 
prepoſſeſs'd with this Error, undertook to court 
me ; He was a Young man very handſome indeed, 
and who had noother defect, but the vanity to be 
thought a Fortunate Man in the World. He took 
an acquaintance with my Husband, and became one 
of his intimate Friends, St. Albe was naturally ve- 
ry gratcful for Civilities done him , and moreover 
he loy'd Mirth and Good Company, and becauſe 


he. 
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7 look'd upon Cl, fonne to have a roy Wie, 
he introduc'd him into my Company. And now” 
you ſhall hear what Method Clonſeone Wok to bring 
about his Deſign. -He came every day to my Houſe, 
but he let fall nothing in his Converſation that 
might give me the leaſt occafion to difiruſt him ' 
ſo Gt believing he had no farther Ends, I] was 
'pleas'd with his Company, - He was fill ready to 
do whatever | delir'd him; which made me ſome- 
times write to him, and frequently ſend to his 
Lodging. On'the other Yde, he was no leſs care- 
ful to make known the confidence | had in him : 

However, he was not very apt to ſhew the Billets 
he receiv'd from me ; but chough he did not ſhew 
'em, he omitted nothing that might make People 
believe that the only xeaſon why 1 wrote to him ſo 
often was, becauſc I lov'd him. All this he reckon 'd 
as an honour to hifn ; and by the manvrer of his 
letting it be imagin'd that we underſiood one ano- 
ther, he gain'd the Credit to be look'd upon as ad- 
mitted upon the Scorc he aim'd at, by all thoſe who 
knew not upon what accompt [ ſuffer'd his Com- 
pany. *Tis one of the greateſt Faults a Woman can 
commit, to be guilty of theſe forts of Familiaritics 
with Young men ;z and I would never adviſe any 
of our Sex. to fotow my Exaiwple. *TFis true, 
that I was far from thinking it could be believ'd 
that a Woman of my Years and Experience ſhould 
begin to dote upon a Young man. Nevertheleſs 
the World imagin'd it, and began to talk aloud, 
that my Husband was the Cully to his Friend- 
ſhip with Clawſonne. And the Chevalier him- 
ſelf confirm'd this Report by his Afſſiduities , 

and the Impoſtures with his Vanity invented. 
But at length I came to underſtand what Pcopie 


talk'd of Clayſonne and my ſelf, und told my oy 
Lal 


® 


.pretended Gallantry. 
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.Husband of its who did but laugh it, and advis'd 


me'tq contemn reports, and. to admit Claxſonne in- 
to my Company as I was wont to do. He laid be- 


- fore me, that if I forbid him my Hoaſe, it would - 


bur give a credit ta thoſe Fooleries that were ſpread 
abroad, whereas the Gill permitting him to keep me 
Company would ex:inguiſh all thoſe flying Ru- 
mours. I follow'd my Husband's advice, and fince 
he did me that juſtice which I deſerv'd, I did not © 
think it became me to vex my f(clfwith with what 0- 
thers thought of me.For theſe reaſons 1 ill admitted 
Clauſonne co come to my Hoyfe, with the ſame frank- 
neſs as before. But I never troubled him with any 
more Erxands, nor with any more of my Billets : 


' I alfo took the {ame care to avoid being with him 


alone, and never ſpoke to him but in Company. Re 
was apprehenſive of this Alteration, and fuſpeQing 
the cauſe of it, he went and told the Contidents of 
his Vanity, that I had oblig'd him to behave him- 
ſelf with more caution, becauſe I perceiv'd that my 
Husband began to be jealous of him.. They gave 
credit toClawſonne's (tory ;and there needed no more 
for them to give out that Sr. Albe was jealous. and 
they reported alſo that there had been forme fallings 
out between him and I upon the account of my 


Clauſonne came not now to my Houſe as he was 
wont; but he aſſectcd to follow me where ever [ 
went, and he carry'd this Aﬀecation fo far, that [ 
took notice of it, and order'd him to be told that [ 
took his way of procceding very ill ; and that if he 


. did not mend his Manners he might chance to re- 


pent it. He was afraid of my Threats, and after 
that,carefully avoided my Company ; and at length 
he gave out that I was fickle in my humour, and 
had facrific'd him to my Husband's Jealouſie. Ty 
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Tho this Afair ſeem'd to be buta Trifle; yet it 
was 2 very great damage to my Reputation : for it 
is not enough for a Womans Honour that her Hus- 
band is fatisfy'd with her ConduQ: We are in an 
Age ſo prepoſlels'd againſt the Wiſdom and Vertue 
of Women, that'\if a Woman lives lovingly with her 


Husband, people believe he is cither blind, or elſe 
, that he does but diſſemble. Clauſonne indeed ought 
to have bin puniſh'd for his idle preſumption z bue * 


the remedy had bin worſe then the Diſeaſe ; which 
ſhews how unhappy the Condition of Women js, 
ſceing it is the ſame thing whether they revenge or 
not revenge their injur'd Reputation. 

But my Husband's good Opinion made me a- 
mends: for the injuſtice of the World ; and it was 


apparent after ſo many adventures that our Union' 


could never be difturb'd but by death. But fo it fell 
out, that St. Albe dy'd in the flower of his Age, and 
in the midſt of all his Hopes: and after that, my 
time was wholly taken up in grieving for the loſs of 
ſo dear a Husband, and ſo worthy of 'my ſorrow. 
Pardon me therefore if I recite the Particulars of fo 
{ad a Separation, 

At the Battel of ——and the taking of — which 
follow'd that Battel, Sg Albe had given all the Proofs 
of Prudence and VaRAr that could be expected' 
from an Officer of his Reputation z and it is ſaid 
he could not have fail'd of as high a Recompence 
as could have_ bin confer'd upon a Soldier. But 
three or four days after the taking of advan- 
cing a little too far to obſerve the March of the 
Enemy who was going to fall upon one of our 
Gariſons, he receiv'd a Muſquet-ſhot through his 
Body, which was not thought ſo dangerous at 


fivſt, 


So 


Y 


_ So ſoon as. he was woun ed, he wrate me ward 
that his Wound was -babker ' flight; and defir'd 
me not to affli& my ſelf. But I could not obey him 
in that, I was Fre dnes troubl'd for him, and hi- 
. ien'd to the Town. whither they had remov'd him, 
For two or three days he was in ſuch a condition 
as made us hope he would live. But all of a ſudden 
his Fever redoyþbl'd, and it was thought he had an 
Apoſteme in his Breaſt : however it were, he was 
the firſt that knew all Remedies were aſeleſs, and 
that he ſhould dic. Perceiving himſclf therefore in 
that condition, he ſent for me to his Bed (ide, and 
ordering all the People to be put out of the Room, 
he utter'd theſe laſt words of a Dying man. 

Flatter not your (elf, Dear Wife, with hopes of 
' my Cure; I am too ſcnlible that you and I muil 
part. Then taking me by*the hand, My buſineſs is 
done, ſaid he, and 1 mutt leave a Life wherein | had 
no other delight but that it gave me an Opportunity 
to ſerve and pleaſe you. Many things might eſcape 
me which perhaps you might not ſo well approve 
of, perhaps they might be contrary to your good li- 
kingzbut attribute them rather to my defecs,then to 
any ill intention; for I have always ſought to render 
my felf worthy the Honour you did me. I die full 
of acknowledgment of your Goodneſs. I Iiv'd 
happy becauſe you lov'd me: and I owe that lie- 
tle Reputation I have acquir'd, to the Deſign | had 
of rendring my ſelf worthy of your Love. | have 
endeavour'd to live like an honeſt Man, and to do 
my duty, becauſe I had the Honour to! be your 
Husband. I have made no Will, becauſe I have no- 
thing bur what is your own, and what you may 
diſpoſe of. Aſſure your Son I die his Servant; and 
be kind to my Servants. So farewell, farewell for 
ever. Withfiand your Grief, and promiſe me you 

®, will 
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wif) nat ſuffer yous _ - ba 
ſorrow. And. as you Arc. the only perſon that make 


Life deſirable co me4 be ſo kind to my weakneſs, 


for I muſt confeſs that ſeeing you, I have not-thag 


Tranquility I ought tq have to thipk of the Grand 
Afﬀait z be ſo kind,l fay,as to. withdxaw your pree 
ſence from my ſight, 


While he thus breath'd fork thelc d 


bach'd his hands withimy Tears. My as ſighs 
were the Paſſing-bells = towPd his departurez nov 
do I know which of us two were molt concern'd 
in the alt moments of our Separation. When he 
defir'd me to leave the Room, my Rrength forfook 
me, and I know not what became of me, He was 


ſenſible of my being fallen into a ſwoon, and finds - 
. ing his tenderneſs did but hafter: him to his end, he 


was unwilling to ſpend in uſeleſs ſorrows the ſmall 
remainder of choſe minutes that were left him to 
prepare for death z therefore he call'd the people, 
and caus'd me to be carry'd away. 


They put me'to Bed, where I came to my ſelf , 


in two or three Hours : I would fain have return'd 
to him, but they would not let me ;z nor would 
they leti me be at liberty till he had breath'd forth 
his laſt gaſps. Every one was taken up with his 
own grief. His Servants were all in tears ; the 
Soldiers preft in, in Crouds, to fce him, and kiſs 


his hands. The Officers withdrew profoundly fi- * 


lent, and had not ſtrength enough to oppole my 
paſſage into his Chamber, where I beheld him 
breathlc(ls. Good God! what a SpeQtacle was it 
to me! *T was a Miracle that I ſurviv'd him ; how- 
cver | ſtopt the Deluge of my Tears to pay him my 
laſt Duties, and 1 fignaliz'd my Love by the Mag- 
nitjicence of his Obſcquies. 

Here 


— 


becahdlai'd with 


ying. words | 
into my Bolom, my Condition was to be pity'd. I 


' . Here [end the Story of 'my Life 3 tho in” the 
Dcligo which 1 propos'd to my (elf, to ſhew the 
great unjuſtice done our ſex, I may be able to flod * 
| new Proofs of that Injuſtice in what afterwards be= 
fel me when Thad-utterly renounc'd the world. For I | 
found by experience that the moſt exaQ retirement, * 
and the moſt fancere ard blamleſs Condudt are no 
fufficient ſhelter fronr the Thunderbolts of Scandal. 
When a Woman has once bin famous for being a Lo-* 
' ver of Gallantry, people will have it-that ſhe muſt 
NI retain the fame inclination in retirement 3 and 
every Friend or DireQor that comes to her,muſt be 
her Servant. | : 
- T hope to continue the Deſign 1 have begun in 4 

juſtification of Women. I have known ſeveral who 

have bin as little ſpar'd by publick Report as my 

ſelf ; and I ſhall ſhew by the recital of their Adven- 

tures more clearly then by my own, That cutward 
' Appearances are frequently deceitful, and that there 

is more misfortune then Irregularity in the Con- 
duct of Women. 
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